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INTRODUCTION.

4 HE Saiihits of the Rig Veda is universally admitted to be
g& the oldest literary monument of the Aryan race. Though,
c:"m’s owing to the fact of the different hymns of which it con-
sists, having been composed at different times, by different
individuals, under different circumstances, it is deficient in that
homogeneity which we look for and find in works of later days,
and though it is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to deter-
mine with any thing like precision the ages of its different
portions, still there is no reason whatever to doubt that the
bulk of those hymns was in existence even at the time when
Moses recorded the laws of the Twelve Tables. Some of the hymns
“aro probably of a later date ; but others are even as old as two
thousand four hundred years before the commencement of the
Christian era. * For ought we know a few hymns may be older
sEi_ll, but how old it is vain to conjecture.

It should be admitted, however, that the hymns, as we find
them now, are not always identically what they were when first
composed. Preserved for several centuries solely by tradition,
transmitted from mouth to mouth for many generations at
a time when writing was all but certainly unknown, they
underwent an amount of wear and tear which necessitated *

® The late Dr Martin Haug, after a careful comparison of the hymns
and the rituals of the Vedas with those of the Zoroastrian scriptures, came
to this conclusion. See the Introduction to his edition of the Aitareya
Brahmana,
A



2 INTRODUCTION.

later generations to class them into different recensions under
the denominations of Sikhas and Charanas. The oldest index
extant, that of éaunaka, refers to nine such Sakb4s, and there
were several Charanas besides. But they are nearly all lost
now. From the few recensions still extant of the Rig and the
Yajur Vedas it would seem that their ditferences censisted
principally in the substitution of particular words and phrases
for others, and the omission of certain clauses in some recen-
sions, and their retention in others.

When these recensions were first formed we know not; but
long before they came into existence the meaning and purport
of the hymns had become obscure and doubtful, and the necessity
was felt for a class of prose composions, which should explain
and illustrate the text. These were supplied by the Brahmanas ;
and they were compiled at so early a: period that even ten
or twelve hundred years before the Christian era, they had be-
come intimately associated with the text, and had been accepted
as integral parts of the Veda. Nor is this remarkable, con-
sidering that they include many prayers, formule, and litur-
gical rules which are certainly as old as, and probably older,
than, the oldest hymns. The arguments used by the late Dr.
Haug in support of the antiquity of the Nivids are such as
must command the confidence of all unprejudiced readers.

The shortcomings of the Brdhmanas were subsequently
supplied by another class of writing, which was called
Araqyaka. Though the latest in the order of creation, it too
claims to be an integral part of the Veda, and had been believed
to be so even before the date of Saunaka’s index.

It is on record that each S4khé or school had its seperate
Brihmana, and some of them also a seperate Aranyaka. But of
all these seperate texts and commentaries, we now possess only
one complete recension of the Saiihitd, that of the School of
Sikala, and fragments of two others ; one complete Bréhmana,
that of the Aitareyins ; afragment of anothber, that of the Kaushita-



INTRODUCTION. 3

kins ; and two Aranyakas, one of the Kaushitakins and the other
of the Aitareyins. The first has already been edited by the
distinguished Professor Max Miiller in a manner which
leaves nothing to be desired. Portions of it has also been
translated by him, and by Wilson, Rosen and others. The second
has been edited and translated by Dr Haug. The Upaunishad por-
tion of the third has been edited and translated by the learned
Professor Cowell. The fourth remains unedited s and the text of
the last is now for the first time offered to the public in a
printed form.

According to native belief the founder of the Aitareya school
was a sage of the name of Mahid4sa. He is described in the
Chh4ndogya Upanishad as a scholar of great renown, who, in the
fullness of his knowledge of the Divine truth, defied desease by
saying : “Why dost thou afflict me, for I shall not be destroyed
by thee ;" and to have lived sixteen hundred years.® He bad
Aitareya for his generic name, and Saskara Achérya takes it
for a metronymic, son of Itard (ltardydh apatyam Aitareyah).
S4yana, in the Introduction to his commentary on the Aitareya
Brshmana, accounts for the epithet by relating a story, which
runs thus: “Verily a certain learned sage (Makarshi) had many
wives ; one of them wus named Itars, and she had a son named-
Mahid4sa ; for it is stated in the Aranyak4nda ‘this (fact )was veri-
ly known to Mahiddsa Aitareya.” The sage was excessively fond
of his sons by his other wives, but not of Mahid4sa. Now, once,
at a ceremonial assembly, neglecting Mahiddsa, he placed his
other sons on his lap. Beholding the sorrowful face of Mahid4sa, his
mother, Itard, prayed her tutelary Goddess the Earth (Bhimi).
The Goddess, assuming a resplendent form, appeared in the
assembly, presented Mahid4sa an excellent throne, placed him
thereon, and, knowing him to be more learned than the

® Mitra's Translation of the Chhdndogya Upanishad. p. 62. 'fhrough an

/
oversight the passage for sixteen hundred years (Shodaskam varshasatam )
has, in this translation, been rendered into ‘one hundred and sixteen years.”



4 INTRODUCTION.

other youths, blessed him with a knowledge of this Bréhmnana.
Through that blessing there became manifest, in the mind of
Mahid4sa, the Brihmana of forty chapters (adhydyas) beginning
with the words ‘Agni among the Gods, is the lowest,” and ending
with ‘he knocks down, ‘he knocks down ;’ and thereafter the
Brihmana beginning with the words, ‘Now the Mah4vrata,” and
ending with ‘the teacher, the teacher, and comprising the
duties appropriate for dorest life ( jranyalcw—vmta)”. ’ .
The learned Professor Max Miiller is disposed to doubt the
antiquity of this story. He thinks it sounds very apocryphal,
and had a merely etymological origin. Itar4, in Sanskrit, means
not only the other of two, but also low, rejected. Thus, if the
Patronymic Aitereya was to be accounted for, it was easy to
turn it into 2 metronymic, and to make Aitareya the son to
an Itar4, a rejected wife.”t That a part of the story, that which
refers to the Goddess Bhumi, is purely mythical there can be
1o question ; but it does not follow that, that portion of it which
treats of the derivation of the name should consequently be
reckoned under the same category. Even in a court of law the
corroborated portion of the testimony of one who has been
convicted of falsehood, is not rejected ; and in history we cannot

& YR @F a9 F: TAlfagw | i 9wy @Ay )

AWT XATTYT gAlAfRLIAIG: FAIC EATWAIE  GATHNT €A W 3
afggmREe taa | a9 g WEmIgISd § <Ifany: 7 g wfezid)
aa, wafgameuiEl 4 AFLIRANTY I GATT @A @IVIIA |
agat fegags wiegmasamgaur avd @RaFeLaai yfaagamr-
TNET g zg\ﬁfiqm femgfauTed qwguat sam afezans i faer
¥ @1 A< AqUIE Gamly FAILY Qifgiemaaam Wy afanE
wd a¥ ZY | AXFUNAY 9 afeTAG HAG wfq 2ararAaw cAIKE
€UA g UA T@W F@CRLAGTAA A MIA | A7 THAG HGAA-
faaifed wrggT Q9T (9w GIUUFIAEY G ArgeAIfaT xfa
+ Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 336.

L8



INTRODUCTION. 5

afford to do otherwise than accept whatever appears probable.
To reject the whole for the sake of some errors, misstatements, or
falsehood in a particular record, would be to reject history
altogether.

It is undeniable that etymological vagaries are indulged in
very largely in the Vedas, and many such vagaries have
also been adopted by commentators; but those facts cannot
ipso faeto justify the rejection, on our part,of all etymological
derivations, It would be highly illogical to do so, though the
frequency of fanciful etymclogies in the Vedas should keep us on
our guard. In the case of the story under notice, there is nothing
on the face of it to render the derivation particularly improbable.
It was by no means uncommon in former times for persons born
out of wedlock, or, what would be the same thing, deserted by
their fathers, to adopted the name of their mothers. In the Chh4n-
dogya Upanishad. a boy, about te go to a tutor, asks his mother
what was his family gotra, and she replies: “I know not, child, of
what gotra you are. During my youth when I got thee, I was
engaged to serve many as a maid servant; I know not of
what gotra you are. Jab4l4 is my name, and Satyak4ma thine; say
therefore, that you are Satyakima Jabéla (son of Jabdlg.)”* The
youth was accepted as a Bréhmana for his boldness in telling the
truth to his tutor ; and, subsequently, he attained great distinction
as an expounder of theology. The atheist J4bila, who figures so
prominently in the R4mdyana, was a descendant of this youth.
In the Mah4bhirata, the three P4ndava brothers, Yudhisthira,
Bhima and Arjuna, whose births are euphemistically attribiited to
Dharma, Indra and V4yu, are frequently addressed by their
metronymic Kaunateyah, ‘the sons of Kunti,” In the same way,
their allaged brothers, Nakula and Sahadeva, born of Madri by the
Asvini Kumgras, are named Mddreya. Dhritardshtra, born of
Ambik4, wife of Santanu by Vydasa, is called Ambikdsuta. Vysdsa
himself, the alleged author of the Mahibharata and the great

# Mitra’s Translation p. 70.
[ 3



6 INTRODUCTION.

digester of the Vedas, isfrequently addressed by the name of
Satyavatisuta, the son of Satyavati the fisherwoman. Bhishma,
the grand-father of the P4ndus, bore the metronymic of Gdngeya,
because he was born, as alleged, of the river Gdnges, with whom
his father Santanu had a liaison. Karna, the half brother of the
Pandus, was born of Kunti before her marriage, and having
been brought up by one Ridhd, bore the metronymic of R4dheya,
Hanumsna, the son of Anjana the wife of Kefarf, waa hamed
Aujaneya, becaunse his real father was said to be the storm-god
Pavana. Nor was the circumstance of ones being born out of
wedlock, however unplesant it may be to be told so, been held a
bar to distinction in learning or social rapk in ancient times,
Not to advert to modern Dukes, Marquisses, Lords, Baronets,
R4j4s, Naw4bs and others, the bar sinister-on whose escutcheons
bas not in the least interfered with their rising in social rank in
our times, the renown of Vy4sa, J4b4la and the Pédndus suffices
to show that we need not necessarily entertain any doubt on the
derivation of Aitareya on account of its being a metronymic.
It might be fanciful for ought we know, but there is nothing on
the face of it to render it improbable or unworthy of belief.
The specific name of Aitareya may be accounted for by
reference to that of the tutelary goddess of the mother, Mahi
heing a synonym of Bhmi the ‘earth.” Nothing is more common
in India in the present day than to name children after the
tutelary God or Goddess of the parents, and there is enough
to show that the practice was not unknown in ancient times.
This is, however, not the generally received derivation of the
word under notice among Indian Pandits. Ananda Tirtha,
in his notes on the Aitareya Upanishad, takes Mahid4sa to be
an incarnation of N4rdyana, born of Visala son of Abja. He
adds, ‘that on the sudden appearence of this deity at a solemn
celebration, the whole assembly of Gods and yriests fainted,
_ but at the intercession, of Bral m4, they were revived ; and after
making their obeisance, they were instructed in holy science.
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This avatdra was called Muhid4sa, because those venerable
personages (Makin) declared themselves his slaves. (ddsa).®«

But whether we accept the derivation of the names os
historically correct or not, it must be admitted that an Aitareya
was the founder of the Vedic scheot which passes by his name,
and most probably also the author, or to use the orthodox form
of expression, the first seer of the Aitareya Brihmana. The
story quoted above, likewise, assigus the firstethree books of the
Aitareya Aranyaka to him. This, however, does not appear to
be quite reliable. In the second Book of that work we have the
fsllowing passage :

“Verily, having known this, (the praise of Indra asdescribed
in a preceding verse) thus said Mahiddsa Aitareya : ‘I know
my own self as also the Devas. I know the Devas as also
my own self. Verily, the Devas, who obtain their gifts from this
place, are supported by this world.” p. 189.

Again in the same Book (p. 245) we read ;

“That Uktha is verily affluent in a thonsand Vrihati metres,
it is the life named Yaas. This (life) is Indra ; it is the supreme
lord of all created objects (great or small). He, who knows this
Indra to be the supreme lord of created being, forsaking his
humanity, departs from this earth, and, departing hersfrom,
becomes an Indra, and reigns over all these regions ; so said, of
a truth so said, Mahid4sa Aitareya.”

These two passages cannot be accounted for except on the
supposition that at the time they were written Aitareya wasa
sage of an ancient date, who had been deceased long before their
compositons and remembered only as a traditional authority whose
name would add weight to the statement. No living author could
be quoted in such a way. The inference would be that a follower of
his compiled the work. Itistrue that the quotation of an author‘s
name in the body of his work, is not, in India at least, held tobe a
proof positive of the work not being his ; butin all cases where

® Colebrooke‘s Essays, I p. 40.
[ ]



8 INTRODUCTION.

names has been so quoted, the alleged aathorship is extremely
doubtful. In the present instance it is also worthy of note that
while in the Brihmana the name of Aitareya does not oceur
at all, it is so preminent in the Aranyaka.

From the way in whieh the rubrics are given in the story
quoted above, it follows, further, that the whole of the P;ranyaka
is not the work of the same individual. Of the five books which it
comprises, only tHree are accepted to be divinely inspired,
and the rest to be the work of human authors. This isa

.remarkable fact, and it well illustrates the caution with
which even Indian exegetes, thoroughly orthodox as they were,
examined the claims of their scriptures to divine origin ; and
Max Miiller justly observes that *““it is a good proof of a certain
critical consciance even amongest the orthodox dogmatising of
the Hindus™.* This is, however, by no means singular or excep-
tional.  Indian exegetes have not been altogether remiss
in this respect. The commentators of Vy4sa are at war about
the authenticity of two and a half aphorisms out of the 555
which constitute his S4rfraka Sttra. Some of Agvaldyana’s
Sutras are admitted by some and rejected by others; and the
same may be said of a number of other texts.

Colebrooke was the first to point-out the apocryphal character
of the last two books of the Aitareya Araqyaka. In a note to his
essay on the Vedas, hesays;“In the concluding title of one

transeript of this firanya, I find it aseribed to A.’waldyana,
probably by an error of the transcriber. On the other hand,

aunaka appears to be author of some texts of the A;'ang/a ;
for a passage from the second lecture of the fifth (Ar, 5, lect.
2 §11,)is cited as éaunaka‘s, by the commentator on the prayers
of the Rig Veda (lect. 1 § 15).”+ Adverting to a Sutra of Jaimini’s
Pirva Mim4iisi, he adds ; “It is, however acknowledged, that
a mistake may be made, and the work of a human author

# Ancient Sanskrit Leterature, p. 314.
T Fseays L. p. 46.



INTRODUVTION, U

may be erroneously reccived as a part of the saered book
by those who are unacquainted with its true origin. An ins-
tance occurs among those who use the Balvrich, a Sdkhd of
the Rig Veda, by whom a ritual of Asvalwyanm has been admit-
ted, under the title of the fifth Aran yuka, as a part of the Rig
Vedo”. * The aphorism of Jaimini here referred to is said to occur
at about the end of the first chapter of the Mim4disad Sutra ;
but I have not been able to find it out in 4the printed portion,
and the editor of it, Professor MaheSachandra Nydyaratna,
does not remember to have met with it in any other part of
the work. There is in the statement a contradiction too, for
in the first extract Saunaka is smd to be the author -of the
fifth Book, whercas in the second Asvahya,na, is credited with
the authorship of it.

Sdyana, in the passage referred to by Colebrooke, which
occurs in the commentary on the Rig Veda, says: “In the
paragraph beginning with the words Ausnilatricha in the fifth
Kraqayaka the three verses begining with the words suripa
kritnublitaye have been strung intoa sitra by Saunaka» +. This
Would at first sight imply that the passage referred to in the
Aranyak‘t was due to éaun‘mka, and not the whole chapter in ques-
tion. But this passage should be read along with another which
occurs in his commentary on the fifth Book of the Aranyaka. It
runs thus ; “It mightbe said that, having, at the beginning of the
first Book, announced the resolution to describe the Mahdvrata,
the announcement here (beginning of the fifth Book) of the same
resolution is open tothe objection of tautology. But it is not so ;
the two works bemo distinet ; one a Sutra and the other a
Brahmana. Thefifth Amny aka isa Sttra work related by a Rishi ;

* Colebrooke’s Essays, I, p. 307.
+ TEREEYifaeaifafify €€ wlaaq wfaa ) gew-
wawag fa Aresemiaafata § <fa o Max Muller's Rig Veds, L p. 112

B



10 INTRODUCTION.

whereas the first Alranyaka is a divinely-inspired (upaurasheya)
Bribmana, comprising both injunction and recommendatory
praise. In the fifth there is no reconmendatory praise ; and it
includes, besides, many mantras belonging to other schools than
the one to which the work belongs, Consequently itis a Sitra
work like the twelve chapters beginaing with the words : Atha
etasya samdamndyasya §o (i. e. the Srauta Satra of A/évalaiyana,).
Wishing that it should be read in a forest, reciters (of this
Veda) read it along with the Aranyakdnda.” (p. 387.) The way in
which the comparison is here made with the Srauta Sttra of
A’évaléyana would forcibly suggest the idea that the fifth Book is
a work of the same author, but the suggestion is invaliduted
by the remark in the commentary on the Rig Veda quoted
above, and with a view to reconcile the differences of the two
we must assign to Saunaka the authorship of the whole book.
Shadgurusishya, in his account of the works of A,;'valaiyaua,

reckons the fourth Book of the Aranyaka to be due to
Lim.* The commentator of Asvalayana’s Srauta  Sutra
supports this statement, but without being very difinite. +
Narrowly interpreted these passages might justify the belief
that the fourth Book of the Aranyaka is due to Asvaliyana,
and some verses of the fifth to Saunaka. It may be inferred,
likewise, that as the former was the pupil of the latter, and
had elaborated the writings of his tutor in such a manner as
to supercede some of them, he had written the whole of the
fifth Book, quoting his tutor only where he thought
proper. It should be borme in mind, however, that the

Aranyaka in its entirity existed before the time of Kitydyana,

* ﬂﬂ"il‘(‘@ﬂi sfa WA AR | Ancient Sanskrit Literature,'p. 238.

t g (wEEed) xfa w=y fafad wgdagmivarefeqq -
AR GUERAY  WATH AW W AGYRAAGA A
A sqvRine W aafes saN{any aiaata o
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who included it in his Index, atthe end of the fourth century
before the Christian era ; and Patanjali, in the 2nd century B, C,
gave the derivation of Aitareya; while the authorites we quots
are at best but medieval, the oldest being Satkara ; and con-
sequently we have to assume that in making their statements they
had some evidence before them which are lost to us, If this assump-
tion be admitted the proper conclusion to be arrived at, would -
also be that the whole of the fifth Book belongs to Saunaka,

and the whole of the fourth Book to Aévala’,yana. There is one
@ priori argument in favor of this conclusion which is of
some importance. The tendency every where, and particularly
in India, is for doubtful points to be obliterated by time, and for
works of questionable origin gradually to assume the character of
authenticity, The Brdhmanas, when they were first promulgated,

must have been very well known by their contemporaries to have
been the compositions of the sages of their time, but as time wore
on and the reverence_ for the books encreased their human
authorship was allowed to be forgotten, and they were ranked
with the Safihitd. So in the ease of the Alraqyakas generally,
the transition from human to divine origin was a question of
time, and since the memory was preserved of certain portions of
them being of human origin, to the times of Shad gurusishya and
S4yana, it is to be presumed that those portions were the most re-

cent, and sufficient time had not then elapsed to effect a complete
transition. Those who preserved the traditions were orthodox

persons, who believed firmly, as a matter of faith, the divine
origin of the Vedas, not critics of the present day who are
anxious to trace their human parentage, and they would have
certainly rejected the tradition, or at least left them unnoticed,

instead of preserving them for us, had they not very strong
arguments to the contrary. Itistrue thatthey believed in the
fact of the authors having been of the highest rank as authorities
on matters concerning their religion ; but they did not look upon
them in the same light in which they beheld the Rishis who wers
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the inspired seers of the Vedas, nor reckon their other works as
other than human compositions. As a matter of fact those
authors had not even the rank of founders of seperate schools,
for both Saunaka and :Aévaléyana were followers of Aitareya,
and not heads of seperate $4kh4s or Charanas.

The arguments above set forth would show that the interval
between the first three Books, which are believed to be inspired,
and the last two, whjch are accepted as human compositions,
must be a long one. To the critic of our time both are human
compositions ; but the one set, owing to wantof sufficient antiquity,
has not mellowed into uncreated, inspired scripturchood, where-
as the other has. Now, according to the learned Professor
Max Miiller, K4tydyana, the Sutrakira of the White Yajur
Veda, lived during the second half of the fourth century before
Christ, and taking that, for want of a better, as a starting-point,
though the deduction is by nomeans unquestionable, being found-
ed on the statementof a ghost-story of the twelfth century A. C.*
and there are many rcasons to show that he must have
flourished at a much earlier date, we have to assign to lis

tutor Kévaléyana the first half of that century, and by a parity
of reasoning Saunaka, the tutor of the latter, should go to the
end of the fifth century B. C. And since the writings of both

Afvalayana and Saunaka which occur in the A,raqyaka, are
reckoned as Stutras, and not inspired scriptures, we must look to
many centuries before the time of Saunaka for the date of the
first three books of the Aitarecya. For a terminus a quo we
may look to the time of the earliest Brahmanas to which they
are most probably posterior, in other words the first three Books
of the Aranyaka must belong to some time between the 7th
and 14th centuries B. C. Every element in this argument,
however, is problematical,—not one which has been universally
admitted or satisfactorily demonstrated—and for the present, I

* Goldotucker’s Manava Kalpa Sitra, p. 83.
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believe, the question must, therefore, be left in this unsatisfactory
state. Notwithstanding the invaluable services which the re-

searches of European orientalists have rendered to the kause of
Vedic studies and Indian ehronology, and for which my country-
men should feel deeply thankful, much remains yet to be done.

The claims put forth by the Brihmans to unlimited antiquity
have caused a revulsion of feeling, and the leaning now is strong-
ly to the other extreme. The time fixed for the deluge (2000 years
B.C.) by Biblical writers had, until lately, also greatly narrowed
the area, and there was not much elbow-room left for speculation.
Egyptian chronology and geological researches have, however, of
late removed the ring-fence within which European orientalists
had hitherto felt themselves confined, and it is to be hoped
that we shall ere long be in a better position to dispel the
cimm erian darkness which now envelopes the mystery of Vedic
chronology, and to deduce what may be accepted as facts. Ifor
the preseut all speculation on the subject must be looked upon
as merely tentative, designed solely as helps towards a future

comprehensive study of the subject.

In extent the Aitareya z’lranyaka is by no means imposing.
Estimated, in the usual Indian style, by &lokas, it would scarcely
make up nine hundred stanzas of thirty two syllables each. This
matter is unequally divided into five Books, (Aranykas) of which
the first comprises five Chapters (adlydyas) ; the second seven ;
the third two ; the fourth one ; and the fifth three;—making in
all eighteen Chapters. These again, are subdivided into sections
(Klundas), of which the first Chapter of the first Book includes four ;
the second, four ; the third, eight ; the fourth and fifth, three each.
Of the second Book the first Chapter comprises eight ; the second,
four ; the third, eight ; the fourth, three ; and fifth, sixth, and
scventh, one each. The two chapters of the third Book have
each six scctions. The Fourth Book has an only scction :
and of the filth the first Chapter has six; the second,

five; and the third, thrce. Each section is made up of
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entire mantras or rubrics varying in number from three to
twenty-eight.

The division and subdivisions above set forth are entirely
arbitrary, adopted solely for the convenience of students. With
reference to its subjects the Aitareya may be divided into
two parts; lst liturgical, 2nd philosophical; the former com-
prising the 1st, 4th and 5th Books, and the latter the 2nd and
the 3rd Books. The liturgical portion 1is confined to a single
sacrifice, the M@}ﬁvmtw which is not an independent rite,
designed to be celebrated by itself, but a subsidiary one, forming
a part of other Soma sacrifices, chiefly the Govamayana,
( Gavdmayanasya safivatsara-satrasyopdnté hani), Abvalayana,
in his Srauta Sutra, refers to the rite in connexion with
the Dv4daésha, or as one of the several episodical Satras.*
He, however, adds, at thé end of the chapter, on the subject
that he has described the Satra as performed by men of his
school, but others follow other rules, t In the White Yajur
Saiihit4, the Mah4vrata is identified with the Gavdmayana, {
and in the Aitareya Brihmana it is.said to be the same as
the Chaturviii$a day of the Govdmayana.§ Dr Haug, in a note,
adds, “It (the Mah4vrata) refers to generation, and includes,
therefore, some very obscene rites, Tts principal Shastra is
the Mahadultham 1. e, the great Shastra, also called the Brihati
Shastra. The Mah4vrata forms part of a sattra. Itis celebrated
on the day previous to the concluding Atirdtra, and has
the same position and importance as the Chaturvifisa day after
the beginning Atiritra. The Brihatdeva hymn is required at
the Nishkevalya Shastra of both. But instead of the Chaturvifisa
stoma, the Panchavifiéa (twenty-five-fold) stoma is used at the
Mah4vrata sacrifice.”” ||

 Srauta Siitra p. 804,

+  Evamprakdrangavdmayanam bhavatyasmdikam, Aneyeshdmanye
prakardah santi, p. 826,

I Taittiriya Sanhit4, Vol. 111, p. 360.

§ Haug's Aitareya Brihmana, 11, p. 283,

| Lec, cit.
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I have never myself seen the rite celebrated, nor have I access
to any Prayoga or Paddhati to refer to, I cannot therofore say
how far the description given above by Dr Haug is ccrrect.
With the exception of two passages descriptive of bisexual
genesis of the uuiverse in the philusophical portion, in which
words occur which are certaiuly not adinissible in our days,
except in medical treatises, there is nothing in the A'ranyaka
which can be described as coarse much less ¢bscene, and the rite
is certainly not intended to typify generation. It will be seen
lower down,that it objects, like those of most other rites, included
wealth, progeny, advancement, and success in warfare.

The ceremony seems to have varied according to circums-—
tances. Sdyana says, it is of three kinds, and may be celebrated
as an ephemeral rite, an Ahina, or a Satra. (p. 387). In explain-

ing the origin of its name the A/rar;yaka says, “having
destroyed Vitra, Indra verily became great ; (2Mahdn, or
fearless as the commentator explains the term ); and since he
became great this rite (for his adoration) is Msh4vrata, and hence
the greatness (Mahdvratatva) of this great rite (Makdvrata)?. (p. 1)
Séyana‘ says that the Taittiriyakas explain the term in three
defferent ways ; 1st,that by which one becomes great is Mahdvrata.
(Mahdn bhavatyanena vrateneti Mahdvratam). 2ud, the rite in honor
of the great God (mahato devasya vratamiti mahgvratam ).
3rd, the great (mahd) rite (vrata), (Mahachcha tat vratamaiti
mahdvratam).It is evident from these three optional derivtions
that the true origin of the word was unknown in their time.

The time of the rite is regulated by that of the Gov4mayana,
which, according to Kaitydyana, may begin on the 8th
of the wane in the month of M4gha, or on the full moon of
Philguna, or on the fourteenth of the waxing moon in Chaitra.
This of course refers to the practice of the school of
Mddhyandina, but there is nothing to show that the Aitareyins
differed much in this respect.

[
The description of the rite as given in the Arapyaka is
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peculiarly unsatisfactory, Instead of a conseculive and con-
sistent account of the rituals, the author, following the practice
of the Brshmanas, starts with the assumption that the main
facts are well known to his readers, and adverts only to such
points as he thinks most likely to solve doubts and difficultes ;
explains particular words and passages of importance from a
liturgical point of view ; supplys the rubrics of particular
sets of mantras ; and illustrates by anecdotes the objects and
advantages of using certain mantras. The mantras are taken
up one after another as they are to be used, but not consecutively,
nor does he supply the ritual in a systematic regular form, inas-
much as in the course of performing the rite, they are entervened
by mantras from the Yajur and the Sima Vedas, which it is not
his object to refer to. To readers of the present
day, standing at a distance of some three thousand years, un-
acquainted with the ccremony, and having but a vague idea
of the course of thought of those who interested themselves with
the rite, the information afforded is extremely meagre and unsa-
tisfactory ; and in the absence of Prayogas and Paddhatis, it
is imposssble to get up from the work a complete ritual. By way
of illustration I shall here translate the first section of
the first Book, as it affords a fair sample of the author’s
style of writing and mode of explanation. The section opens with
the words “Now, the Mah4vrata”, and the derivation of the word
Mah4vrata is next explained by the anecdote of Indra quoted
above. Then come the following rules,. explanations and in-
junctions, withreference to the morning sacrifice : (3). “In regard
to this one set (of persons) say that two butter offerings should
be made in the morning. One however is fixed. (4). To the god
Agni with the woras pra vo &c with the object of gaining wealth.
(5). When the object- is health with the words viso wiso atithim.
(6). VisG is health; thereby onme becomes healthy. ( 7).
Some say this( $ukta ) should not be repeated because of the
word atithi ; for verily by so doing the performer
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will roam about as a begzar. (8), We say that the $ukta should
for certain be recited. (9). He who follows the right patl} attains
distinctioh ; that is how he becomes an atithi (the word meaning
a man of distinction), (10). Men do not welcome as a guest
him who is not of the right path. (11). So let this (5ukta)
be recited with fervour, (12 ). Since he is to recite this
(Sukta), let him first recite the tristich (tricha) beginning
with ( the words ) Agnamavritrahantamam, (13). Those who .
take up the one-year-ceremony (Gavdmayana) with the wish to
perform this (Mahdvrata), fulfil it (best). (14). These trichas (five
in all) are crewned by the anushtup; the gdyatri metre is
Brahma, and the anushtup metre is speech ; that speech should
be offered by the Brahm4. (15). Let him who wishes for -
great deeds repeat the Sukta of twelve richas beginning
with (the words) abidhyagnih samidha jandndgm. ( 16 ). Let
him, who wishes for progeny and cattle repeat the Sukta of
eight richas beginning with (the words) hotd janishta chetanal,?
Proceeding in this way the whole of the first chapter of
the first Book quotes the rubrics of the leading mantras required
for the morning service, in which the A}'ya and the Pratiga
Sastras are the principal sacrifices. The whole of the second,
the third, and the fourth chapters, and the first two sections of
the fifth chapter, relate to the mantras of the Marutvat{ya and the
Nisikevalya Sastras of the midday service ; the greater portion is
devoted to the latter which was an important part of this
ceremony, and regarding it there seem to have prevailed
many differences of practice among the ancient ritualists. Tbe
last section of the fifth Chapter discusses the propriety of the
mantras of the evening service. At the Agnishtoma
sacrifice the morning service includes the Ajya, the Praiiga, ]
the Maitrdvaruna, the Brahmaqéchchﬁaﬁsi, and ths Achchhivika
Sastras ; at the midday service, the Marutvatiya, the N ishkevalya,
the Mitrdvaruna, the Brahmandchchhaiisi, and the Achchhdvika
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Sastras; and at the evening service the Viévedevdh and the
Agni-mirutah Sastras. Whether all these Sastras were per-
formed at the DMahdvrata, or only those which Mave been
discussed in the A’Lranyaka I cannot ascertain. In the fourth
Book are given the Mahidndmni hymus, and these also were
of course included in the ritual, though not named in the
first Book.

The fifth Bouk is devoted principally to a description of
the Nishkevalya Sastra, which is allegorically represented as
a bird with out-stretched wings, and the initials of a namber of
Rig Vedic hymns are quoted, which are said to constitute its
head, neck and other members. Important words of most of
these hymms are also explained at length, much in the sameo
way as those of the Ajjya hymns in the first section quoted
above. )

The second and the third Books are devoted to transcendental
knowledge, i. e, to the relation of the creation to the Divinity.
This knowledge is required for three classes of men;
first, earnest-minded men who are disgusted with the imper-
maneunce and trivial nature of worldly enjoyments, and long for
immediate imancipation ; these are the best: 2nd, those who
wish for emancipation through a knowledge of Hiranyagarbha,
or the order of creation through Prajipati ; these are middling :
and 8rd, those who have no idea of emancipation, and long for
progeny, cattle and the like : these are the lowest and mnest grovel-
ing. For the first class, chapters 4 to 7 of the second Book cons-
titute the Upanished. For the second class, the first three chapters
of the same Book supply the necessary information. The third
Book is devoted to the edification of the last class. All the three
portions are called Upanishads ; but Satikara has seperated the
last four chapters of the second Book, as Upanishad par excel-
lence ; and this portion has repeatedly been printed and translated,
severally by Duperron, Colebrooke, Rimamohan Rdya, Rdjana-
riayana Basu, Poley, Rber and others. To those who are familiar
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with the teachings of the Upanishad there is nothing in these
two books which will appear new. For the uninitiated the
differences of the three forms of teaching may be easilyillustrated;
thus, to the first class of students the genesis is explained by the
single sentence “at first there was nothing sentient save the Soul;
it willed, and the whole universe was created”. For the
second class Prijapati is put forward as the creating agent; and
for the third, gross details are given of a, bisexual system of
creation. The subject, however, 'is one which has been largely
discussed elswhere, and needs no leaborate exposition here.

On the whole the work now published for the first time
does not contain any thing novel, or of grave importance, It
is of great value, however, as affording an insight into the ear-
liest ideas of the Brihmanas regarding the purport of some of
the leading hymns of the Rik Sasihit4.

The injucction that the Aranyakas should be read by those
only who have renounced all domestic ties and betaken themselves
to the life of a hermit, has produced a2 curious prejudice on the
subject : it is generally believed that the reading of them by a
householder brings on misfortune in the form ot loss of wealth,
disease, domestic bereavement, and some times all the three
evils. By a curious coincidence, and to the satisfaction of those
pandits who had prognosticated evil, I, when editing the

. Taittiriya Aranyaka of the Black Yajur Veda, some eight years
ago, lost my father and mother, was confined to bed by a dan-
gerous illness for a whole year, and suffered heavily in purse,
and since the beginning of the last year when I took up this
work I have been a great sufferer both in health and purse,
from which I have scant hope of recovery, unless a third
Aranyaka taken up next year should enable me to prove
the falsity of the belief. But the folly of the belief apart,
it has led to MSS. of the work being neglected ; no householder
will keep them ; and it is not easy to have access to the MSS.
of itenerant, iutelligent, Hindu hermits, When, at the suggestion
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of Professor Max Miiller, who informed me that good MSS. of
this work were not available in Europe, I made 2 careful search
for materials in all the principal libraries of Bengal and Benares,
I met with scant success. Including the codices obtained from
Bombay and Madras the critical apparatus I could bring to-
gether comprised only the following eight MSS, ; viz,

COMMENTARY.

¢ ’
&—Lent by Pandit V4mana Achérya, of the Benares Sans-
krit College ; 73 fol, each 1143 inches; 20 lines on each page.
It bears the following epigraph ¢

gaq 1ot ¢ fatfadamg< mifnagwgani fag woaawt

It is generally correct.

w—From the Sanskrit College of Calcutta, comprising
only the 1st and the 2nd Books. 1 Book. 32 fol. 2nd Book 39,
fol., each 104x4% inches ; 16 lines on each page. It bears no date,
but it is apparently old.

#—From Dr George Buhler, of Bombay, a 4to volume
complete 5 but its pagenation runs in different series for the
five Books. '

Hrawafy 1o wFAT WA 19°° GITNGTGET

g—Copied for me under the superentendence of Bibu
Amritalala Mitra, of Benares, and collated with two different
codcies, The codex copied from bears the following epigraph |

I SRS HATAQA(Z R

TEXT.

s—Copied for me under the superintendence of Bibu
Amritaldla Mitra, of Benares, and collated with a MS. which
bears the following epigraph:

g9 1004 fr@awa a9 IfaQ g ay1 | wﬁ Hrzq wify am-

99 tlagqm% afgd gaa ga1q’ |
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@w—Copied for Dr Burnell, of Mangalore, and lent by him
to me, 4to foolscap. No account has been recived of the
original codex. It is from a Tanjore Pandit.

#—From the Library of the Asiatic Society, comprising only
the 2nd book. 35 fol, each 10 x4 ; 8 lines on a page. It bears
the- following epigraph :

WA g wifengy agT ggaws |
wus <faw Aw wieg TEwwe: |
WAYH aFgrai 18 9raaaes |
fegrafuararg gas sfaees |
wrueda fafed ssyfaarfean
fwauwrg a7 W qcawiaa )

g—From the Sanskrit College of Calcutta, Book fourth
called Mah4ndmnf, comprising both text and comment.—Fol.
25, each 121 x 6 ; 12 lines on a page. Generally correct.

Of these & and @ belong to the same class, but the
others are apparently of independent origin. For the
most important of these I am indebted to my much respect-
ed frignd B4bu Auwritaldla Mitra, of Benaras, who, not only
obtained them from hermits, who are most jealous ef their MS,
treasures, and never allow them to be seen except by the most
orthodox, but also took the trouble of collating them very
carefully with others, ana on the whole so prepared the copy
as to render it fit for the press without any additional labour. He
has also, from time to time, helped me with a variety of other rare
and important MSS. which, but for his generons aid, I could
never have obtained. As a strictly orthodox Hindu in his habits
and manners, and at the same time an earnest scholar,
he has an influence with the hermits of Benares which few
else can command : and I cannot adequately express my
obligations tohim, I have to thank also Dr Buhler, of Bombay,
and Dr Burnell, of Madras, for the ready aid they have always
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afforded me by the loan of MSS. which have been of great value
in showing how fur the North Indian recensions differ from
those of the western and the southern Presidencies, Lastly, I
have to thank my venerable tutorr Pandit Viévanstha Séstri
and Pandit Kdm4khydndtha Tarkavigiéa for the zealous assist-
ance they have rendered me in collating my MSS. and

carrying -the work through the press.
<
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