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INTRODUCTION.

mainly, tlimioi,
noti-exclusively, founded on the reprah',1

tinn of th Yedns iii ;inH'iit Sanskrit literature under the

name of Trayi-vidyii or
"
the threefold knowledge," or simply

trayi'
"
the thn /^V strayas trayi. Amarakosha.)

including the Rig, the Sama, and the Yajush, but omitting the

Atharva. This, argue the impugners, is as plain an acl<

ledgement as could be, 'of the non-existence of the Atharva
at an early period, and of its Avant of authority as a Veda

; arid,

in support of this opinion, quote, among others, two passages
from the Shadvinsa Brahmana of the Sama Veda, (1 p. v. kh.)
in which it is said that

" Praati created the (the first) three

Vedas,*" and that
" he produced the Rig Veda from the earth,

the Yajur Veda from space, and the Sama Veda from the hea-

ven," (Lit. from this),f and also a sloka from Mann, which says,
"
Prajapati milked from the three gods Agni, Vayu, and Ravi,

the three Vedas, Rig, Yajush, and Sama for the accomplish-
ment of sacrifices.''];

The defendants admit the premiss, btit deny -the conclusion.

They assert that the term Tmyi-vidya, is a common name for

those parts of the Vedic literature which refer only to

sacrifices, and as the hymns of the Atharva are not used in su-

ch sacrifices, they are very properly excluded, without in any

way impugning their authenticity or authority as scriptures.

There was, they add, only one Veda at first, and when the

hymns comprised in it were classified, those which did not.

refer to sacrifices were put together, and these constitute a se-

perate class. Thus,
"
the Veda," says Madhiisudana Sarasvati,

*'
is divided into Rich, Yajush and Sama for the purpose of

carrying .out the sacrifice under its three different forms.

The duties of the Hotri priests are performed with the Rig-
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literature of the Brahmai.as. In"some of the Brahmanas, the

Artharvangiras' are mentioned. The passage translated be-

fore shows that at the time when the S'atapatha Brahma MM

was composed the songs of the Atharvangiras' were not only

known, but had been collected, and had accually obtained the

title of Veda. Their original title was the Atharvangiras' or

the Brigvangiras, or the Atharvans
;
and these very titles show

that songs which could be quoted in such a manner must

have been of ancient date, and must have had a long life in the

oral tradition of India."*

According to Puranic account the name of the Atharva Veda

is due to a mythological personage, Atharvan, the eldest son

of Brahma, to whom, it is alleged, it was first imparted. From

Atharvan it decended through a succession of pupils to Angiras,

from whose name the Veda is called A'ngirasa, or Athar-

vamgirasa. It is, likewise sometimes, called Bhargvan-

girasa, and Brahma Veda. The last name is. accounted for

on the assumption that it belongs to the Brahma, or the

chief priest, in the same way as the other three belong to the

Hota, the Adhvaryu, and the Udgata. Inasmuch, however, as

it contains nothing which a Brahma can make use of at a

sacrifice, the ascription is probably due to a desire to raise

the Veda to a rank which it did not originally possess. The

Gopatha Brahmana recognises all these several names, but

the details it gives (as quoted below) are totally different from

those of the Puranas.

Allegorically the Atharva is represented as a lean, black-

man, sharp and irascible, amorous and fond of little things,

possessing power to assume any shape it likes. It is describ-

ed to belong to the family or clan (gotra) of Vaitana, and to

have Indra lor its special divinity, and the anustubh for its

peculiar metre. Its upaveda or subsidiary branch is said to

be the science of warfare, s'astravidyd.

Ancient Sanskrit Literature. 446.
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INTRODUCTION.

Vedas, (whose teacher's name says the commentator, are not

given). These are the teachers of the Albarvana."*

The Charanavyuha, which is believed by some to be an older

and more reliable authority, does not, however, support these

subdivisions. According to it, there were, originally, only nine

different recensions of the hymns of the Atharvans. But

neither the sakhas of the Vayu, nor those of the Charanavyuha,
with one exception, are now available, ami even of the nine

schools of the latter the names are in many cases doubtful.

According to Dr. Max Muller's conjectural emendations, the

names are: 1. Paippaladas, 2. Saunakas, 3. Damodas, 4. Tot-

tayanas, 5. Jayalas, 6. Biahmapalasas, 7. Kaunakhins, 8. De-

vadarsanins, 9. Charanavidyas.

These, however, are not all borne out by the six MSS.

which I have consulted. They give

MS. with me.
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lion has no information of value bo give: they are with

ntions attributed to mythical personal's. Tin- ^ivatei

portion of them are plainly shown, both by their language ami

internal character, to lie of much later date than the general

e, intent^ of the other historic Veda, and even than its tenth

book with which they yet stand nearly connected in import

and in origin. The condition of the text also in those pas-

sages found likewise in the Rik, points as distinctly to a

more recent period as that of the other collection. This, how-

ever, would not necessarily imply that the main body of the

Atharva hymns, were not already in existence when the com-

pilation of -the Rik took place. Their character would be

ground enough for their rejection and exclusion from the

canon, until other and less scrupulous hands were found to

undertake their seperate gathering into an independent col-

lection. The nineteenth book is a kind of supplement to the

preceding ones, and is made up of matter of a like nature

which had either been left out when they were compiled, or

had been since produced. The twentieth and last book is a

liturgical selection of passages from the hymns of the Rik,

and it is not easy to see how it should have become appended
to the Atharva as a portion of its text."*

No record has any where been met with of the number

of Brahmanas which the Atharva Veda originally included. At

present the Gopatha is the only one which is accessible.

If the Atharva is thus poor in its hymnological and litur-

gical portions, it is particularly rich in Upanishads. The Rig-

Veda is represented by only two Upanishads, the Aitareya

and the Kausitaki
;

the Sama by two, the Chhandogya and

the Talavakara
;
the White Yajush also by two, the Vriha-

darauyaka and the Vajasaneyi ;
the Black Yajush, by four,

the Taittiriya, the Maitrayani, the Yajiiika,and the Setas

vatara; whereas the Atharva has no less than fifty-two affiliat-

# Journal, American Oriental Society, IV, 250.



i numht-r c! .'th.T> nt more or lees doubtful

auth'-ntieitv. Tin-H 't the >.-i-allt'd A'thrin

which 1 ha, all inii Each of

of arran_ One of them inch.

of the S .thor tin- Taittiriya,

f tin- Ulat-k Vaju-h: aii'l the thirl, \vhioh is the in.tst nio.l

iiii, the Gopichaiulana and othor works

which ai ni th^ oth.-r t\vn. The lit'tv

:iii.l- up lv OOlIBi -lillVn-iit i-hajittM-s of th

as distinct work \

fill -
: rompih'd the fnllov.

il list
;

1. Oarhha.

ma,

V Kdiuri

Ohnlika

7 i'

j I

1-J Nil.-iru.:

i\ indii.

luavindu.

iiidu

17 lu

j
-s

I't

L
1

1
K

81 A'tinan.

11. M-ih.-i.

Kathavalii

:u ma

V'rihaiii, .

.

lirudra

H i

k -liv.-.lxa

14

;

I'M,. i, i

^7

18

1 \ 1 1 [fi

'Mil 1 1



10 INTHOhl i I;

33, 35, 30, 45, and 51, and supplies tlicir places by Brahma -

\ idya, Samanya, Shatchakra, Gopala-ta'pani, Vasudeva, Gopi-

chand&na, A'tmabodhn, Ganapati, Krishna, Atharvavcda, and

a second Maha, following in this respect the modern MS of

the text.

It should be noticed, however, that, strictly speaking, the

Upanishads cannot be called integral parts of the Vedas,

for they have generally been placed in opposition to those

works. Thus Jaimini, in the Purva Mimafisa, defines the

Vedas to be "
\vorks intended to promote ceremonial ob-

servances
;

those which do not promote them are not

Vedas."* Prabhakara, in the same way, says,
"
there is

no part of the Vedas which is purely descriptive, and which

does not induce, restrain, enjoin, or prohibit actions."f In the

Mundaka Upanishad the Vedas are condemned as teaching

"secondary knowledge" (Apara vidya"), which is to be re-

jected in favor of the teaching of the Upanishads."* Narada,
in the Chhandogya Upanihsad, appears before Sanatkumara,
and says that he has studied the Rig, the Yajush, the Sma
and the Atharva Vedas, and other subjects, but that they have
not sufficed to give him true knowledge, and he accordingly
seeks instruction in the Upanishads.|| Kapila holds the Vcdic
or revealed means of attaining salvation to be as ineffectual

as the temporal onelT; and Isvaralcrishna, working in this

light, condemns the Vedas as worthless, because the rewards

attainable by them are transient.^ The Gopatha Bra-

hamana, likewise, makes the Upanishads stand apart from
the Vedas (1,21). Seeing, further, that the so-called A'tharva-

|| Chhandogya U. p. 116.

11 ^f^^wtH^-' I



INTRODUCTION. 1 1

is do not oo of any extant Brahmana

or A'ranyaka of the Athan they may \

ably be i indrpemlaut of that Veda. It

theless, be borne in mind that some of tli

<f ti from a very early period, ami Mann.

a and other hi<^li authority's have reeo^ni>ed t!

right to be th<>u .-, hole of

the
'

-ithority >n tltcii antln-nti-

M s.-rij.rur- Kofit oi theological in

lal loaiiin a.sos, to
j-

A- ileviniti.-s of tlio Hindn panthcun. l^ut alto^'tm-i

miscellamM>ns a chaiad

with a.-li nth.-r. BO dissimilar in lan^ 1 ^nd snhj

that they cannot he takni tn he the pixulnetions of one ;>

miK ;

MI,,- author. For brief a.V"iints of tl Qtfl

f tli.-^c, 1 mu>t refer the r. -ad n- to my
" Not

I and to th' Irani. 'd on ,,f I

1

the I ,),!',*}' ,s7 ///-'

.-liable b : with in l)i:r

1

livid. -d into tWO paita j

th. G

rompri-iii- tiv rhaj- -nd

Th.- Ohapi of nne.|ii:kl

:

,nd th.

'101 u i:>

4 1- of t In 1

(
io| it ha i - '-innl ir to I ha t ot 1 1,

;id invo 1

: l.iit
|

?h-

;on to il.

liin- likr rli'iran

the irorl i-m



Wit.li the exception of a few quotations from the

hymns of the Rig Veda, and several anustubh slokas, the work
is throughout in prose, resembling in this respect the Aitareya
more closely than the Brfhmanas of the Yajush and the Sama.
This resemblance is also observable in its subject. Nothing is

treated of in it in full or in all its detail. The reader is pre-
sumed to be familiar with the rituals of the Vedas, and has only
particular topics brought to his notice which serve to elluci-

date some obscure point, or is worthy of being known as

important; and even these are discussed in such a disjointed,

fragmentary, abrupt way, that they entirely fail to be, to us at

least, in any way interesting. Myths, legends and parables
constitute the staple of the work

; but they are short, inconse-

quential and pointless. They are intended to explain the

origin, nature and fruits of particular ceremonies
; but, being

most inartistically set forth, fail to attract attention. The
case may have been different before, but certain it is that they
have ceased to interest the people of this country since the last

two thousand years.

The work opens with the creation of the world, to which
the bulk of the first chapter is devoted. As the subject
has been treated in it with greater detail than in any other

Veda, and is of some interest, I shall attempt to give a para-

phrase of it here with the omission only of such eulogistic and

explanatory passages as break the thread of the narrative.
" Om ! Verily, Brahma alone by itself only existed at first.

It willed.
'

I alone exist as the highly adorable.* Ho ! I must
create from myself a second Deva like unto me.' It worked,

upon, it well warmed, it fully heated its self. On the forehead

of this working, well-warmed and fully heated (being) per-

spiration broke forth. Well pleased tltcrcby, it said,
"

I, the

highly adorable, know well all that should be known."

The rendering above given is doubtful.
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INTRODUCTION.

Atharvan is called by that name. Verily, of that venerable

sage (rishi) Atharvan, the whole body with its members down
to the smallest hair and the vital airs, was like that of

Brahma. To him, Atharvan, said Brahma
;

"
Having created

the beings of Prajapati protect them." And because he
said, Pmjdpatek prajz srishtvd pdlayasva, therefore Prajapati
came into beinr, and became the lord of creation. Atharvan

verily is that Prajapati.
" He (Brahma) worked upon, and well warmed, and fully hea-

ted that sage Atharvan. Out of that wrought, well-warmed and

fully heated Atharvaii he formed ten Atharvana sages ; one
of one richa, one of two richas, one of three, one of four,
one of five, one of six, one of seven, one of eight, one of nine,
and one of ten richas. Those Atharvana rishis, he worked

upon, and well warmed and fully heated, and therefrom ten

A'tharvana rishis proceeded, the eleventh, twelveth, thirteenth,

fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nine-

teenth, and twentieth.
" He worked upon, well warmed, and fully heated those

A'tharvana as well as the Atharvana rishis, and whatever

'mantras he beheld in those wrought, well-warmed and fully

heated rishis, the same became the Atharvana Veda. He
worked upon, and well warmed, and fully heated the

A'tharvana Veda, aud from it issued forth the mind-like

syllable Om.
" He again worked upon, well warmed and fully heated his

self. From his self he created the three regions earth, ether

and heaven. He verily produced the earth from his feet, the

ether from his belly, and the heaven from his head. He
worked upon, well warmed and fully heated the three regions,

and therefrom created the three gods Agni, (fire,) Vayu, fair,}

and A'ditya (sun). He verily made Agni out of the earth,

Vayu out of the ether, and A'ditya out of heaven. He worked

upon, well warmed and fully heated the three gods, and there-

from produced the three Vedas, Rig, Yajush aud Sama
;
the
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*'It, the A' no irasaVeda, remained above, leavitag these regions,

therefore the render of the A'ngirasa remains above.
" He (Brahtna), looked towards the sides, the east, the south,

the west, the north, above and below, and worked upon and

well warmed and fully heated them
;
and therefrom prepared

the five Vedas, Sarpa Veda, Pisacha Veda, Asura Veda, Itihasa

Veda, and Purana Veda. From the east side he formed the Sarpa

Veda, or the science of serpents ;
from the south the Pisacha

Veda, on the science of hobgoblins ;
from the west the Asura

Veda, or the science of giants ;
from the north the Itih asa

Veda, or the science of history ;
and from above and below the

Purana Veda, or the science of ancient legends. He worked up-

on, and well warmed and fully heated the five Vedas, and there-

from formed the five great Vyahritis, Vridhat, Karat, Guhan,
Mahat and Tat

; Vridhat from the Sarpa Veda, Karat from the

Pisacha Veda, Guhan from the Asura Veda, Mahat from the

Itihasa Veda, and Tat from the Pura'na Veda.
" He looked forwards and backwards, and worked up^n and

well warmed and fully heated them, and formed therefrom the

preeminent syllable Sam.
11 He again worked upon, and well warmed and fully heated

himself, and from his mind produced the moon, from his nails

the stars, from the hairs of his body herbs and trees, and from

his minor vital airs the other numerous objects.*
" He again worked upon, and well warmed and fully heated

himself; he beheld the threefold seven-stringed and twenty-onc-
membered sacrifice (Yajwa). Thereof this Rig Veda verse may
be quoted :

"
Agni formed the threefold and seven-stringed sa-

* The word used is " clevan" gods, but seeing that in the Rig
Veda even pestles and mortars and leather strainers are named

devas, the word, it may be presumed, is here used in the sense merely
of created objects, and not of devine beings especially. The use of

the word anydn
" others" as opposed to herbs and trees can suggest

no other meaning.
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INTKOIM ri'ION.

ions, nil Devas, all Vedas, all sacrifices, all words, all fruit ioi?,

the whole creation fixed and moving.
" From its first letter was produced heaven

; and from it*

second letter vigor and the luminaries,

" From its first vocalic instant were produced the earth, fire,

herbs, trees, the Rig Veda, the mystic sellable (Vyjlu-i //') him,

the Gayatri metre, the threefold stoma, the eastern side, the

spring season, the instrument of speech tongue, and the power
of taste.

" From its second vocalic instant were produced ether, air,

the Yajur Veda, the mystic syllable bkuva, the traistubha

metre, the fifteen-fold stoma, the western side, the summer

season, the organs of breath the nostrils, and the power of

smelling.
" From its third vocalic instant were produced the heaven, the

sun, the Sama Veda, the mystic syllable svah, the jagati metrr,

the seventeen-fold stoma, the northern side, the rainy season,

the seats of light, eyes, and the power of vision.

<l From its consonantal instant b were produced the wat ,

the moon, the Atharva Veda, the stars, the circumflex Cm its

l\fe,janat, the Angirasas, the anustubh metre, the twenty-one-

fold stoma, the southern side, the autumn season, the seat of

knowledge mind, and the power of knowing.

"From its consonantal instant m were produced the Itiliasa

Parana, speech, metrical language, ndrasansi, the Upamshads,

the commanding syllables Vridkat, Karat, Guhan, Makat, Tat,

and Sam, the great Vyahriti Om, harmony of many corded instru-

ments, voice, dancing, singing, music, the Cbaitraratha Devas,

lightning, light, the vrihati metre, the thirty-three-fold stoma, the

upper and lower sides, the cold and <lowy seasons, the organs of

hearing ears, and the power of audition."*

4Tliough the syllable is said to comprehend four instants, yet three

vocalic and t\\o consonantal instants are here recounted
; probably the

last two are counted as one.
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youth, to Gltoa ol the race of Mitra, and address him. saying
instruct me, sir, and explain tome the Savitn, (/, c. the (i.-iva-

tri,) of twenty-four syllables and twelve couples, of which Bl,

van--ii\is-is arc tlie eyes, and in which all this creation suh>

Should that Brahmachari tutor, fair youth, happen not to know

it, and to ask a Bramachari pupil (like you) to explain the S.-i-

vitri, to him, then tell him,
'
as you said to Maudgalya, so are

you ill-instructed, since questioned by me you have given no

answer. You shall have to submit to privations for a year.'
" The pupil repaired to where the other (Glava) was, and

asked the question (which his tutor had suggested to him).
" He (Glava) gave him no reply. Thereupon the pupil said,

'

as you said to Maudgulya, so are you ill-instructed, since

questioned by me you have given no answer. You shall have

to submit to privations for a year,'
"
He, Maitreya, to his own pupils, said

;

'

forsaking me, repair

as you list, to your homes. I said of Maudgalya that he

was ill-instructed, and yet have failed to answer the question

put to me by him
;
I shall therefore go and pacify him.'

" On the fallowing morning Maitreya, taking a handful of

crificial wood (in token of submission) went to Maudgalya and

said, 'Sir, I am Maitreya.'
' Wherefore are you come ?' (enquired Maudgalya.)
'

I have (said Maitreya) called you ill-instructed, and yet

have failed to answer the question put by you, I have therefore

come to pacify you.'
" He (Maudgalya) said

;

'

it is said that you have committed

every sin by coming here in a conveyance. I give you this

auspicious car of mine (instruction) ; go away in it.'

s< The other said,
' what you say is neither ungenerous nor

unkind, and for it have I come to you.' Then approaching him

(nearer) enquired,
'

Sir, to whom do wise men allude by (the

phrase)
"
the adorable glory of the god Savita"? arid advise me as

to what they mean by dhiya (intellect) ; and, should you know
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(abbhra)isS&vit&, and rain (vardui) theSavitii
;
wherever there

is cloml tin-re is rain, and where there is rain, there is cloud
;

thus there are two sources and one couple. The lightning

(c'tdywt) is Savita, and the thunder (stanayitnu), the Savitri ;

wherever there is lightning there is thunder, and where theio is

thunder there also is lightning ;
thus there are two sources and

one couple. Life (prdna) is Savita, and food (anna), the Savitri
;

wherever there is life there is food, and where there is food there

also is life
;
thus there are two sources and one couple. The

Vedas are Savita, and the metres (ckhandas), the Savitri
;
wher-

ever there are Vedas, there are metres, and where there are

metres, there also are the Vedas
;
thus there are two sources

and one couple. Sacrifice ( Yajfta) is Savita, and fee (dakshinA),

the Savitri; wherever there is sacrifice there is fee, and where

there is fee there also is sacrifice; thus there are two sources and

one couple. These verily are the twelve couples/
"
Verily Brahma beheld this recepacle, the adorable prosperi-

ty, (the Savitri alias Gayatri). Meditate on it. If it be religi-

ously held, (vrate), it abides
1* in truth. He, Savita, bavin*

created Brahmanas from the Savitri, held it within him, hence

the first foot of the Savitri is savitur varenyam the preeminient

portion of Savita, (a play upon the word vrata, religiously

held and thence varenyam the preeminent.) By the earth is

upheld the Rig hymns ; by the Rig hymns, Agni ; by Agni,

prosperity (sri, here intended for Savitri) ; by prosperity, woman ;

by woman, a couple ; by a couple, man ; by man, work
; by work,

religious austerity ; by religious austerity, truth
; by truth,

Brahma, by Brahma, Brahmana; by Brahmana, devotion; by
devotion are Brdhmanas bepraised, made voidless, and un-

broken. His thread (lineage) remains unbroken, and the

abode of his life remains undisturbed who knows this the first

foot of the Savitri, or knowing explains it.

The verb is in the past tense.
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elfin si! s ar, 1 sit nut i
1

i in this order, and ihereof is sacrifice (ho

highest

"Those \v1ioknow the above think that they kn<nv it .rightly);

but in reality they know it not. Sacrifice is
. established <>u

the Vedas
;
the Vedas arc established on speech; speech

is established on the mind; tin mind is established on life;

life is established on food
;

food is established on. the earth
;

the earth is established on water; water is established on

light; light is established on wiiid; the wind is established on

ether; the ether is established on Brahma; Brahma is esta-

blished on Bralnnanas acquainted with Brahma. Verily he

as conscient of Brahmi who knows this. He achieves meri-

torious acts, and sweet odours, he destroys all sins, and enjoys

endless grace, who knows this
;

as also he, who knowing

this, adores the Upanishad which has the Savitri, the mother

of the Vedas, for its subject."

This interpretation differs from what is generally received

by later authors, inasmuch as it seperates the epithet varenya
from bliarga, and makes the two distinct. This, however, is

more apparent than real, for it is merely allegorical, and does

not alter the sense. Otherwise it is on all fours with the

belief of the Hindus that the object adored is Brahma or the

universal soul, and therefore also of the sun, and not the

sun itself as represented by its rays. As the interpretation is

the oldest we possess, and was given within a short time

after the Gayatri had been composed, this fact is worthy of

note, particularly as it is at variance with the version given

~by some European orientalists, notably by the late Professor

Wilson, which makes the sun itself to be the object of wor-

ship. It is of course impossible to say what the author of the

Gayatri himself had in view, but his Indian commentators,

both ancient and modern, are at one in believing that he rose

from nature up to nature's God, and adored that sublime lumi-

nary which is visible only to the eye of reason, and not the

planet we daily see in its course.
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in .' and why and how other organs of the body per-

form their functions? and they are explained by referei

to various parts of the Darsapauniamasa sacrifice ;

also regarding certain accidents to the sacrificial fire and

their expiations. Passing over two other short K^vini-

of little importance, we come to a set of rules regarding

the distribution of the sacrificed cow among the different

persons engaged in the sacrifice. According to them the Pras-

tata is to receive the two jaws along with the tongue ;
the

Pratiharta, the neck and the hump ;
the Udgata, the eagle-

like wings or briskets; the Adhvaryu, the right side chine with

the shoulder
;
the Upagata, the left chine

;
the Pratiprasthata,

the left side shoulder
;
the Brahma and the wife of the Ra-

thya,$5 the right rump ;
the Brahmanachchhaiisi, the right hip

lower down the round
;
the Pota, the thigh (leg-f) ;

the Hota, the

left rump; the Maitravaruna, the left round
;
the Achchhavaka,

the left leg; the -Neshta, the right arm, (clod) ;
the Sadasya, tin-

left clod
;
the master of the house, the sirloin and some part of

the abdomen (flank? sada and anuka) ;
his wife, the loin, or the

pelvic region, which she is to bestow on a Brahm an
;
the Agni-

dhra, the stomach (vanishtii), the heart, the kidneys, and the

right fore-leg (vahu) ;
the A'treya, the left leg ;

the household^ v

who ordains the sacrifice,! the two right feet
;

the wife of the

householder who ordains the sacrifice, the two left feet
; and

both of them in common the upper lip ;
the Gravastut,

three bones of the neck, (vertebraj,) and the manirjah (whatever

l The passage is evidently corrupt,

and I am doubtful of its import. The meaning above given is a

mere guess.

f
I cannot make out the distinction be tween the avarasaktha "hip

lower down" and thcurw "thigh." I suspect the last to mean the

leg.

J U^^?ri <TC^I' I I do not know the difference between this

person and the householder who gets the sirloin.
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fruition by tlio ceremony of Sahasnulakshina (one involv-

ing a fee of a thousand heads of cattle). Passing over

some unimportant paragraphs we come to the twenty-third,

which gives some details about the classification and particu-

lar times of sacrifices. All ceremonies are devidcd into ii

classes
;

1st including all those in which the cooking of rice or

frumenty is the most important element, hence called

Pdkayajna* ;
2nd those in which the offering of clarified

butter is the most important Haviryajna, ;
and 3rd those in

which the Soma beverage holds the most prominent place,

Somya or Somayajna. Each of them includes 7 different

kinds of sacrifices. Thus

Class, I. Pdkayajna, comprising, 1, S.iyam homa; 2, Pra-

tar homa
; 3, nine kinds of Sthalipaka ; 4, Bali

; 5, Pitriyajna ;

6, Ishtakah
; 7, Pasu.

Class, II. Haviryajna, comprising, 1, Agnyadheya, 2, Agni-

hotra
; 3, Paurnamasi; 4, A'mavasya or Darsa; 5, the nine

Ishtis
; 6, the four Chaturmasyas ; 7, Pasubandha.

Class. III. Somayajna, comprising, 1, Agnishtoma; 2,

Atyagnishtoma ; 3, Ukthya ; 4, Shodasiman
; 5, Vajapcya ; 6,

Atiratra ; 7, A'ptoryama.

The last two kandikas of the chapter arc devoted to the

creation and requirements of ceremonies, and the uses of the

different Vedas in the performance thereof.

Although the cooking of rice is a sine qua non in these ceremo-

nies, yet some authors are of opinion that palm, here does not mean

cooking.
" It signifies, according to Indian authorities," saysMax Mul-

ler
" either small or yood. That pdka is used in the first sense ap-

'

pears from such expressions as yo mat pAkatarah, "he who is smaller

than we." But the more likely meaning is good or excellent or per-

fect ;
because ,as th<; commentators remark, these ceremonies impart

to every man that peculear fitness without which he would be exclud-

ed from the sacrifices, and from all the benefits of his religion."

Ancient tianskril Literature, 203.
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gend. though pointless and uninteresting, is ot importance
as containing the germ on \vhich the Pauranic tale of

Daksha's great sacrifice has been elaborated. According

to the popular version, which is founded on that of the

Bhagavata Purana, once on a time Daksha, the mind-

born son of Brahma, happened to be present at a Visvas-

rig sacrifice celebrated by his father, and, on the arrival of

Siva there, was wanting in courtesy to him. A quarrel

thereupon broke out between the two, and culminated in a

curse from Daksha, who ordained that thenceforward Siva

should not be allowed a share at a sacrifice. Subsequently

Daksha himself celebrated a grand sacrifice such as creation

had never before beheld, resplendant with all that unlimited

wealth and divine command could bring together. To it

assembled all the gods, with their wives, all the Rishis, and

nymphs, and Pitris and Gandharvas from the farthest parts of

the world, and the only persons designedly excluded were Uma
and her lord Siva. Uma, seated in her blissful mansion on

the crest of the Kailasa mountain, beheld the crowds that

were moving towards her father's house, and soon heard of the

rejoicings that were going on to which she had been purposely

excluded.
" Wroth of heart was Uma

;

" To her lord she spake :

" ' Why dost thou, the mighty,
" ' Of no rite partake ?

" '

Straight I speed to Daksha
" Such a sight to see :

"
If he be my father,

" He must welcome thee."

But her lord could not be prevailed upon to go to a feast

to which he had not been invited, and so she started alone.

Mounting her favorite bull, and followed by a wild band of her

lord's spritely attendants, she hurried through space, and in a
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llodv smeared with ashes,

Skulls in necklace tied ?

" Thou to love this monster
;

Thou to plead his part !

Know tin 1 moon and Gangji

Share that faithless heart.

"
Vainly art tliou vying

With thy rivals' charms :

Are not coils of serpents

Softer than thine arms ?"*

These would be bitter words to any faithful wife to heat

said of her lord; to CJma, who was the pattern of her sex,

and the most devoted of wives, enjoying on that account the

proud title of Sati par exellence, they proved the most poignant,

touching her to the very core of her heart. In a mighty cry

of angnisli she upbraided her father, and, dilating on the merits

of her husband and the injustice that had been done him, ended

by declaring that she would no longer retain a body which she

owed to so wicked a father. Anon she became speechless with

overwhelming wrath, took her seat at the northern side of

the altar which by law belonged to her lord, and, covering

herself with the hem of her cloth, gave up her life in a fit

of profound meditation. Awe-struck and dumb the company
beheld the tragedy, without being able to make any attempt

for her rescue. Her attendants now rushed forwards
;
but

Bhrigu, the chief priest, in an instant poured an obla-

tion on the fire, and brought forth from the flames n

mighty host of frightful Ribhus who soon compelled them

^- Waterfield's I n,<l.i.n, Jkdlads and Poems* The Bhagavata makes

Daksha utter these reproaches when he meets Siva at the festal hall

of his father, but the popular version brings them to this place.
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proved etliranous, and Siva was at last induced to restore liu

killed and wounded to life and health. But Daksha's head

having been burnt, it had to be replaced by that of a goat,*

which was lying handy by the altar.

The Kcalika" Purina differs from the Bha~gavata in

the nose at Sugandha; 4, the top of the neck at Kasmira
; 5, tin;

tongue at Jvalamukhi
; 6, the right breast at Jalandhara; 7, tin;

heart at Vaidyanatha ; 8, the knees at Nepala; 9, the right hand

at Manasa- 10, the navel in Utkala
; 11, the right cheek at

Gandaki ; 1 2, the left arm at Vahula* ;
1 3, the elbow at Ujjayani ;

14, the right arm at Chattala, Chandrasekhara ; 15, the right foot at

Tripura ; 16, the left foot at Trisrota 17, the pudendum at Kamagiri

(Kamakhya) ; 18, the right great-toe at Yugadya; 19, other

right toes at Kalipitha, (Kalighat) ; 20, the fingers at Prayaga ;

21, the thighs at Jayanti; 22, the earingsat Varanasi
; 23, the back

of the trunk at Kanyasrama ; 24, the right ankle at Kurukshetra -

9

25, the wrists at Manivedaka ; 26, the back of the neck at Brisaila
^ 27,

the backbone at Kauchi; 28, one hip at Kalamadhava
j 29, the other

hip at Narmada ; 30, the left breast at Kamagiri j 31, the liuim

of the head at Vrindavana
; 32, the upper row of teeth at Suchi ; 33r

the lower row of teeth at Panchasagara ; 34, the left talpa (shoulder

blade?) at Karatoya ; 35,the right do. at Snparvata ; 36, the left ankle, at

Vibhasha; 31", the belly at Prabhasha; 38, the upper lip at Bhairava-

parvata j 39, the chin at Jalasthala
; 40, the left cheek at Godavari j

41, the right shoulder at Ratnavali
-, 42, the left shoulder at Mithila ;

43, the leg bone at Nalapati ; 44, the ears at Karnata
; 45, the mind

at Vakrevara j 46, the palm at Jasora ; 47, the lower lip at Attahasa ;

48, the necklace at Nandipura ; 49, tlie anklets at Lanka; 50, the toes

of the left foot at Virata 51, the right leg at Magadlia. How the-

mind and the ornaments formed parts of the body, are Tantric

mysteries which I cannot unravel. The Bhagavata has nothing

to say about this division, as,according to it, the body was consumed

by a fire which was evolved from the Devi's profound meditation.

$ Ram according to Wilson >

y
the Sanskrit word in the Bhagavata

Purana is ajn}
which means both a goat and a slieep.
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every six months, accomplishes the offering of his own-self to

Imlra and Agni. The same offering should be made by those

who desire long life, or numerous descendants, or crowded

herds. For a prayer to Yama for long life, the offering meet is a

green parrot ;
and for numerous progeny the offering to Tvask-

tra should be a mare. Then follows a legend in which the

Devas issue forth under five generals to conquer the Asuras.

Agni leads the Vashus, Soma the Kudras, Indra the Maruts,

"Varuna the A'dityas, and Vrihaspat i the Visvedevah
;
but they

are defeated, and at last are obliged to regain their lost ground

by a Yajna. The 13th kandika* gives an account of howVasishtha,

through having seen Indra in person, obtained certain stomas

for himself. These stomas are subsequently recited, and the

advantage of knowing them is explained. We next come to

a number of details about the appointment of the Agnidhra,

the offering of Pravit^huti, and salutations to Prajapatr,

Sadasya and other priests. The twenty-third kandika insists

upon the necessity of truthfulness on the part of the priestly

staff, giving as a reason that none can like a liar.

The first half of the third chapter is devoted to the mystic

syllables Vashat and Hin, th e advantages of repeating them

during a sacrifice, the best way in which, and the proper times

when, they should be repeated, and the various metres appro-

priate at the morning, the noon, and the evening ceremonies.

The most important legend in the third chapter refers to th

relation which the Rig Veda bears to the Sama. According to

it
"
k
at first there existed only the E-ik and the Sama. Sa was

the name of the Rik, and Ama that of the Sama. The Rik

(feminine) said to Sama (masculine),
'
let us unite for the

multiplication of animated beings/
' Not so

;' replied Sama ;

'

my greatness is higher than yours.' The Rik divided

herself into two, and addressed the other
;
but got no reply.

She divided herself into three, and again addressed him.

Thus she became three-fold, and because she became three
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When the work was first undertaken it was expected that

>m moi itaiy would somewhere turn up, and that it would bo

printed along with the text; but careful enquiry at Benares, and

in the Madras and the Bombay precidencies showed that nono

was extant, and a complete edition could not be accomplished*
As however several excellent and correct manuscripts of the text

came to hand in course of the search, it was thought preferable

to print the text alone, rather than drop the undertaking altoge-

ther, particularly as it was supposed that the ripe scholarship

and varied knowledge of the late Pandit Harachandra Vidya-

bhushana, who had volunteered to edit the text and supply a

gloss, would stand in good stead of a commentary. The Pandit,

however, died soon after the publication of the first fasciculus,

and the MS. of his gloss was not accessible after his death
;
the

idea of printing a gloss had, therefore, to be abandoned, and

the writer of this note confined his labours to the preparation

of an eclectic text, with all the varoe lectiones of his codices

added in foot notes, and a free sprinkling of punctuation to

make the reading easy, the MSS. consulted having none.

The following are the MSS. which have been made use of in

preparing the text for the pres s

1st. *ff From the Bombay Government; comprising 78

folia, each 9 X 5J inches, and having 9 lines on each page.

The writing is clear, but not neat. There are marks of its

having been revised. It contains only the first half of the

work (Purvdrdha).

2nd. *a From the Benares College ^Library ;
1G2 folia, each

13 X 5
;
5 lines on a page ; dated, Samvat 1878. A carelessly

written and unrevised MS. Like the preceding, it comprises

only the fi^st part of the work. A fragment of the first two

adhyayas of the second half without pagination accompanies

this. It has 9 lines on each page, and bears marks of having
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