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P, It E 1? ACE. 

The present work is the first edition, and first 
translation of one of the most important works of the 
13thlimaua literature. 	The text has been prepared 
from three manuseripts,\iwo, of which are in• my own 
possession. 	The third was a copy made by a Pandit 
from another manuscript. 	This copy was sent to the 
press, and corrected from the two other manuscripts. 
Besides I used the text which is in Silyakta's Com-
mentary on the work, in the copy belonging to the 
Sanscrit library of the Poona College. ,Though it 
would not have been difficult for me to procure ten 
manuscripts of the text, I saw nowhere any need for 
it. 	For those two 	which were 	purchased 	from 
priestly families, with whom the learning by heart of 
the Rigveda was hereditary for many 	centuries, 
proved so correct, that there was no need for compar- 
ing a !Urger number. 	Actual diligence of readings 
tan be hardly spoken or 	For the text of the Brilli- 
manam is us well preserved as that of the Saiiihitti. 

In order to facilitatc.the rending of the text, I have 
introduced the European method of punctuation. One 
of my manuscripts has regular stops, marked with Ver-
tical strokes in red ink above the line; they do not, 
however, rint out. the end of sentences and phrases, 
hut only tre ',hate where the i epcater of the I tr:i II mai) - 
a in used 10 mop, %%hen t ailed to Koine house to read it. 

   
  



iv 	 PR &ACE. 

The 	editing 	of the text and the 	translation 	id 1  
the numerous stories contained in the work was a  
comparatively easy task, and might have been carried 
out as well in Europe by any respectable Sanserit 
scholar in possession 	of 	the 	necessary 	materials 
obtainable 	there. 	But the case stands diarent 
with the translation 	of the technical parts of the 
work 	and 	principally the 	numerous .explanatory 
notes which are indispensable for an actual under,  
standing of the 	book. 	Though Shytrna's 	excel- 
lent Commentary, which I have used throughout, is a 
great help for making out the proper meaning of many 
an obscure word, or phrase, it is not sufficient for ob-
taining a complete insight into the real waning of 
many terms and passages occurring in the work. 
Besides, a good many passages in the Commentary 
itself, tiliough they may convey a correct meaning, are 
hardly intelligible to -.uropean Sanscrit scholars who 
have no access to oral sources of information. 	The 
difficulties mainly lie in the large number of technical 
terms of the sacrificial art, which occur in'all Mill- i, 
manes, and are, to those 'uninitiated into 'the mys-
teries of this certainly ancient craft, for the most 
part 	unintelligible. 	It is, thcrelnre, not surprising, 
that no Sanscrit scholar as yet ever attempted the 
translation of the whole of a 	liridimana ; fig. the 
attempt would, in many essential points, havesproved 
a &Hine. 

What 	aught be expixted 	in tilt. cxplmiatiOn 	of 
sacr' ' lid terms from 	scholais 	utthi4 led I* oral in- 
fo. 	on, may be !Lunt 	honk the three volumes 
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qky 	.. 	t'! 	,., .. . 	mblished of the gre 	'Dictionary, 
by Boehtlingk and 	 explana- 

• hese terms there give 	 those of 

	

ds of the SafiThitfl) at i 	0  guesses, 
other 	foundation 	 tlividual 

f a scholar who never i 	 amiliar 
sacrificial art, even as 	 Id be 
n Europe, by a careful 	 COM- 

R on the Sfitras and Br 	 who 
to have thought • his 	o 	 s to 
or to the opinions of the 	 •nes 
stars, who were especial! 	 the 
profession from times immi 	 se 

of a work rhich is in 	of 	 a 
it of gigantic toil and labour, a 
tailing numerous references an 

useful to the small number 
o arc able to make independent r, 

already repeatedly pointed out by 
,, oldstiicker, one 	of the 	most 	ac 	ate 
Itolars in Europe. 	Althoogh his remarks 

ti e wrath principally of some sa vans at Be 
ied to praise up the work as a masterp 
n and 	ingenuity almost unparallele 
of 	lexicography, they are, neverthe 

some points too severe, not quite SO 1'  
unjust, as the clAqulers of the Dictio 
i 	to 	appear. 	Goldstiieker 	justly 	t 

find 	fault 	with 	its explanation 	of 	ritua l 

	

hitt v itli the 	Ii n 	piven to many words 
mv,ii ii . 	TI,,,,,..j, 1 	:un 	lar 	from 	defending 
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of Siiyana's e, 
irds and senten 

,.. 	been at any .rate 
..  ' 

• 0 

' 	'r,:i .0 	. 	Sanserit Diction 
ds, to give Stiyai 
their 	own. 	Eve 

xplanations 	axes c 
or of the great Bhal 

abours he principal!) 
all attention as the o 

n who had a much de 
suit language 	in 	ge 

Vedic religion, than an 
attained til. 	It is quite I 
the editors of the Dictio 

alyt himself made the ma.  
his Commentary. 	All I 

nowledge of the subject i 
ie used a good many prede 

ratively few explanations are 
c so-tilled Kilus'ika Blitishya 

more ancient than that of Siiyana, and al 
na BliCtsliya. 	Both are said to be still 
I have not yet been able to obtain copies 

• 'Phis1 	Is the name of those Hindu scholars who r 
the Ilhattas do, 
the meaning of 

one of the Vedas completely by hen 
each verse and word, so as to be able 

,. 	explanation of any passage required. 	The MIMI& 
' 	.fitlipktro who represent the Doctors of Hindu thoot 

OtIkIlli's  In this part of India, though there are many hu 
bike rolVitani of the sacred texts, there Is not a eingh 
Some (three or four) are said to be at Demme. 
respected, and, na incarnations of Briliaspati—the Pt 
at curtain IIIVIIAIIIII‘ regularly worshipped. 

   
  



PREFACE. 

Seeing the great difficulties, nay,.1 
attaining to anytl►ing like a real unders 
sacrificial art from all the numerou4 b 
collected, I made the greatest efforts to 
information from some of those few Brah 
are known by the name of Shrotriyas, or 
and who alone are the preservers of the sa 
mysteries 	as they descended 	from 	the re 
times. 	The task was no easy one, and no 
ropean scholar in this country before me ever 
ceeded in it. 	This is not to be wondered at; for t 
proper knowledge of 	the ritual is every where in 
India. now rapidly dying out, and in many parts, 
chiefly in those under British rule, it has already died 
out. 	Besides, the communication of these mysteries 
to Foreigners is regarded by old devout Brahmans 
(and they alone have the knowledge) as such a mon-
strous profanation of their sacred creed, and fraught 
with the most serious consequences to their position, 
that they can only, after long efforts, and under 
payment of very handsome sums, be prevailed upon 
to give information. 	Notwithstanding, at length I 
succeeded in procuring the assistance of a Shrttuti, 
who not only had performed the small sacrifices, such 
us the Dars'apiirnamilsa Ishii, but who had even 
officiated 	as one of the 	Ilotars, or 	Udgliturs, at 
several Son►a sacrifices, which are now very ►arely 
brought. 	in order to obtain a thorough understand- 
ing  01 the whole course of an Ishti, and a Soma sa-

crifice, I induced him (about 1$ months ago) to show 
me in some secluded place in my premises, the prin- 

   
  



viii 	 PREFACE. 

cipal ceremonies. 	After the place had been properly 
nrilinged, and the necessary implements brought to the 
spot, the performance began. 	I noted carefully every- 
thing I saw during about five days, and always asked 
for explanation if I did not properly comprehend it. 
I was always referred to the Sfitras and the Pniyogas 
or pocket books of the sacrificial priest, so that no 
deception could take place. 	All information was 
conveyed to me by means of the Marathi language, 
of which I had by that time already acquired a suf-
ficient knowledge for carrying on any conversation. 
In this Way I obtained some sort of rough knowledge 
of the principal ceremonies (for they were' generally 
only partially, in order to lave time, and rapidly 
performed), which I completed afterwards by .oral 
instruction, derived from the same and some other 
sacrificial priests, and. Agnihotris, who had the sacri-
ficial operations performed on themselves and in their 
behalf. 	Thus I was enabled 	to understand the 
various Skras, and consequently the technicalities of 
the Briihmanas. 	Therefore the explanations of sacri- 
ficial terms, as given in the notes, can be relied 
upon as certain; for they are neither guesses of my 
(AA, nor of any. other IIindu or European scholar, 
but proceed from what.I have myself witnessed, and 
been taught by the of ly men who have inherited 
the knowledge from the most ancient times. 	My 
notes arc therefore, for th,; most part, independent of 
Sfiyanit, for I had almbst as good sources as he himself 
had. lie, however, does not appear to,havc troubled 
himself much► 	with 	a 	minute' study 	of the actual 
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oimatiotim of tile sacrificial priest,, but (halved alt hi, 
knowledge almost entirely from the &acts only. * 

It had been easy for me to swell by. accumulation 
of 'notes the work to double the size which it is now ; 
but I confined myself to give only what w4s neces- 
sary. 	The remainder I may publish at some other 
occasion. 

I have to atcknowledge with many thanks the 
willingness with which •E. I. Howard, Esq„ Director 
of Public Instruct;on of this Presidency, who is ever 
ready to 	1romok literary pursuits and learned re- 
searches into Indian and fruniun Antiquities, under-
took the publication of the whole of this work for 
tiovernment. 	He will be entitled to the gratitude 
of all those who may profit by the new Sources of 
information opened up for the first time in it. 

1 have also to render rrty thanks to Profes.sor E. B. 
Cowell; at 	Calcuttr, for 	the kindness to 	have 
allowed me the use 4:f his copy of toe Kiiushitaki 
lirfilnuaaiNiand to 'Professor. 13iilddr at Bombay, 
for his copy of the whole Tfindya 13 fihmanam, of 
which I have Wilma." been able to procure a.frag- 
Inellt. only. 

MARTIN HAUG. 

Poona, 22lla Aro/Aube/ 186;3. 

   
  



   
  



INTRODUCTION.. 
—...,....,---... 

I. 	• 
-On the Mantras, Br'dlnmjas, .and &liras, and their 
• mutual relationship. 	Probable origin and age of 

the Mantras and Briihrnattas. 

The Veda, or Scripture of the Brahmans, consists, 
according to the opinion of the most eminent divines.  
of 1-Iindostan, of. two principal parts, viz. Mantra 
and Briihmanam. 	All. that is regarded as revelation 
must be brought under these two heads. 	What of 
the revealed word is no Mantra, that is a Brahma-
pain ; and what is no Bramanam, must be a 
Mantra. 	This is the line of argument followed by 
the Brahmanic theologians. 	But this does neither 
make clear what a 	Mantra 	is, nor what. we 
have 	to 	 understand 	by.  a • Brillimanam. 	Both 
terms 	are technical, and their 	full 	bearing, 	and 
characteristic difference from one another, is to be 
comprehended only from a careful. study of those 
works which bear either of these titles. • The Brah-
manical divines have, of course, not failed to give defi-
nitions of lioth, and shown what topics fall under the 
head of either. 	But, as Stiyana (in his preface to his 
Commentary on 	the Ai 	reya Brfibmanam) justly 
remarks, all definitions or either term which were 
attempted; are unsatisfactory. 
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2 	 - INTRODUCTION. 

We have here nothing to do with the theological 
definitions of these two terms ; we are Only con-
cerned 'kith their meaning, from a literary point of 
view. 	And this we can state without reference to 
Brahmanic•authorities. 

Each of the four Vedas (Rik, Vajus, Shman, and 
Atharvan) has a Mantra, as well as a Bralitnana poi.;  
tion. 	The difference between both may be briefly 
stated as follows 	That part which contains the 
sacred prayers, the 	invocations 	of the 	different 
deities, the sacred verses for chanting at the sacri- 
fices, 	 ,' the sacrificial formulas, blessings and curses 
pronounced by priests is called mantras i. e. the pro- 
duce of thinking. 	This word is of a very early date; 
for we find it in the Zend-Avesta iii -the form of 
niaathra alto. 	Its meaning there is that of a sacred 
prayer, or formula, to which a magical effect was 
awribed„ just as to the Vedic mantras. 	Zoroaster 
is called a maithran, i. e. a speaker of mantras, and 
one of the earliest names of the Scriptures of the 
Parsis, is maiithra si  peAta, i. c. the 	holy 	prayer 
.(now corrupted to mansar spent). 

This fact clearly shows, that the term. mantra in 
its proper meaning was already known at that early 
period of Aryan history when the ancestors of the 
Brahmans and those of the Parsis .(the 	ancient 
Iranians) lived as brother tribes peacefully toge— 
ther. 	This .  time waS anterior to the combats of 

l See more about it in Goldstiteker, " Piiktini, his Place in Snuscrit 
Literature," page 08. 

   
  



INTRODUCTION. 	 3 

the Devas and Asitras, which are so frequ&tly men-
tioned in.. the Brahmanas, the former representing the 
Hindus, the.latter the Iranians.2  
vAt this time the whole sacred knOwledge was, no 

doubt, comprised by the term mantra. 	The Brfih- 
manam was unknotvn ; and there is actually nbwhere 
in the .wlvie Zend-Avesta a word to be found. which 
conveys the same or a similar meaning which has 
been attached to the word " Brahmanam" in the 
Indian Literature, . 	I The Brahmanam always presupposes the Mantra ; 
for without the latter it would have no meaning, nay, 
its very existence' would be impossible. 	By " Beth- 
manam" we have always to understand that part of 
the Veda fBrahmanical revelittion) which contains 
speculations on the meaning of the mantras, gives 
precepts for their application, relates stories of their 
origin in connection with that of sacrificial rites, and 
explains the secret meaning of the latter. 	It *is, 
to..sar it in short,  a hind of primitive  theology and 
philosophy of the Brahmans. 	The objeali—fErfrele 
Treological, philosophical, grammatical, etymological, 
and metrical speculations were the Mantras, and the 
sacrifices, principally the great ones, for the perform-
ance of which the Brahmans were actually . trained, 
a custom which has obtained almost up to 	the 
present day in some parts of India (such as Maha-
rfishtra). 

... 
2  Seo my Essays nn rho Sacred Language, Writings, and Religion 

of the Parsisi PP. 225-2u. 

   
  



4 	 INTRODUCTION. 

" Etymolbgically the word is derived from braltiniats 
which propeitr signifies the Brahma priest.who must 

3  Brahmtin is derived from brahma. 	This is an abstract noun, 
in the neuter gender, of a reoLkik(original form bark), to which 
the tiro meanings "to raise," and "to grow" are given by. the 
Indian grammarians. 	The latter thought both meanings so irrecon- 
cileable that they substituted two roots brih. 	But there is certainly 
no necessity for that. 	What grows, becomes biggevand higher, 
and thus " rising in height," is a necessary consequellii of growth. 
It is, however, very doubtful whether the root brih without a pre- 
position (such as ud) can convey the meaning " to raise." 	The 
meaning ' to grow " is at any rate the original one.. 'Thus derived. 
bralinta means origi-ally "growth." 	That .this was the original 
sense of the word can be proved from other reasons also. 	Brahma 
is the same word, in every respect, as 'the bares'nta of the Zend- 
Avesta, the h of Sanscrit being changed according to the plionetica0 
laws of the Zend grammar, into a sibilant. 	This means a bunch• of 
twigs tied together by a reed which is Used up to the present day 
sty the Parsi priests when performing the. Boma ceremony. 	The 
Brahmans use at all their sacrifices a bunch of kus'a grass which is 
also tied together. 	They _call it Veda 	(see As'v. k-r. S. I, II 
?Pedant patnydi praddya vdchayet i. it. niter having handed • over 
to the wife -of the sacrificer that bunch of kus'a grass, which is 
called Vedn, he should make her repeat this mantra, &c). 	Veda 
is a synonymous word for brahmn ; for the latter term is often 
explained ly 	vedes (so does Kaiyata in his notes on Pataiijaili's 
explanation of Pimini's 'Sidra 6, 3, 83,, in the Afahablashya), and 
thus identified with the designation of the whole hotly of sacred 
knowledge of the Brahmans. 	In the Nighantavas, the ancient col- 
lection of Vedic words, brahnta occurs towice, once as a name for 
" food" (2, 7), and another time as that for "wealth." 	Both these 
meanings, principally the former, can easily be connected with that 
of "growth." 	They appear to be founded on pasSages of the 
Ilrahmanns, where is said,-that the Brahma is food. 	In the Safilltita, 
however, these meanings are never to he met with ; 	but from this 
circumstance it certainly &oft not follow that they never existed. 
The meaning attached to the word in the Saiithifil appears to be that 
of "sacred hytt(n, chant." 	Sayan* explains it often by stolen, i. e. 
the performance pf the Slime chanters (see hii Commentary on.  
Itieveda, 7, 22, 9) or by stotriini laroiiiishicha (7, 23, 1) i. c. chants 
and offerings. 	This meaning is, however, not the original. one, and 
does even in the &faith hardly express its proper sense. 	It cannot . 
be nn equivalent either for mantra, or saman, or sto'rani,.or haute, 
and if it appear to be used in one of these senses, it means their 
common source; lor the hymn, repented by the Ilotar, as well as 
the chant of the Sittia singers, and the oblations given td the fire 
by the Adhvaryu, are all equally made sacred by •means of their 
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	 5 
• 

know all Vedas, and understand .the whole course 
and meaning of the sacrifice.• Hp is supposed to be a 
perfect•mastei• of divinity, and has in this capacity to 
direct and superintend 	the sacrificial ceremonies. 
The I 	most eminent of this class of priests laid down 
rules for the proper. performance of o sacrificial rites, 
explained4hem, and defended their own opinions, on 
such topics against those of their antagonists; more-
liver they delighted in speculations on • matters of a 
more universal character,. on 'this life, and that life, 
on the best means of securing wealth, progeny, fame, 
heaven, &c., oh mind, soul, saltation, the Supreme 
Being; the dictum of such a Brahma priest who 
passed as a great authority,, was called a Brahmwjam. • 

. 	 . 	• 
participation in the brahma. 	Such expressions. as, "to make the 
brahma," " to stir up the prelims," (brahtna jinrati) throw some 

'ht on its nature. 	They show (as one may clearly see from such 
passages as Taittiriya Bralimanam 1, 1) 	that it was regarded as 
a latent power, like electricity, which was .to be stirred up at the 
time of the performative of a ceremony. 	The apparatus were the 
sacred 	vessels, 	or 	the 	hymns, or 	chants. 	So, 	at 	a 	certain. 
ceremony at the morning libation of the Soma feast, the. Adhvaryit 
and Pratipasthilter put the two Grebes (Soma cups), called S'ukra 
and Mantlii, (see Ait. Sr. 3, 1) together, and address them in 	the 
following way, `Put, ye two (Gralmsl! together the Brahma; 
may ye stir it up fOr me," &c. 	(Taittir. Br. 1, 1). 	This evidently 
means, that these, two Grains are put together for the purpose of 
eliciting the *alma-power, and all the other powers, dependent 
upon it, such as the Kritattrant

' 
 &c. 	The presence of the brahma 

at every sacrifice is necessary; for it is the 'invisible. link connecting 
the ceremony performed with the fruits wished for, • such as sove- 
reignty, leadership, cattle, food, &c. 	 • 

It ia)  es pe have seen, symbolically resesented by a bunch of 
kus'a grass, which is always wandering from one person to another, 
as long as the sacrifice lasts. 	It expresses the productive power in 
nature, which manifests itself in the growth of plants, and all other 
creatures. 	The sacrificer wishes by means of the mystical process 
of the sacrifice to get hold of it.; for only then he is sure of obtaining 
anything he might syish for. 	 . 

b• 

   
  



6 	 INTRODUCTION. 	. 

Strictly speaking, only the rule regarding the pe.rform- 
" ance of a particular.rite, or the authoritative opinion 
on a certain point of speculative theology went by 
this name, and we have accordingly in the works 
called Brfihmauas, nothing more or less than collec-
tions of the dicta of those Brahma priests on the 
topics mentioned% 	Afterwards the term Brfihmanam, 
which originally signified only a single dictum, was 
applied to the whole collection. . 	' 	. 

In a still more comprehensive sense we have to 
understand by " Brahmana," it whole kind of litera-
ture, including the sd-taped Aranyakas and Upani- 
shad,. 	. 

. 	. 	 . . . 
1 	tfach Veda has a Brahmarlam, Or collection of 'the 
dicta of 'Brahma priests, of, its owe. 	But they also 
show in style, expression, lint of argument, and ob-
ject and tendency of their speculations, such a close 
affinity; and even identity, that the common origin 
of all Brfihmauas is indisputable. 	They owe mainly 
their origin to those 	Brahmans who constituted r themselves into regular sacrificial congregations, in 
order to perform the so-Called Sattras et sacrificial 
sessions, some of which could last fo'r many years. 
The legendary hi-story of India knows of such sessions 
which are said to have lasted for one hundred, and 
even one thousand years!' ThOugh these 	reports 

a 	 . 	. 	• • 
So ate, for instance, the rules given for the repetition of the 

Dileohcqiatn.(4,19) quoted as a " BrVimanam" (in 0, 25). 	See 
also 8, 2. 

See Mallabhfirata 3, 10513, where a Sattra, lehtarita by name, 
Is mentioned as lasting for one thousand years. 

   
  



' 	INTRODUCTION. 	 7 

are extravagant, they undoubtedly•show . that there ,  
was - a time in Ilindostan when large *bodies' of 
'Brahmans spent.almQst their whole lives In sacri- 
ficing. 	This time is to be soukht for at a yery early 
period of Indian history; for the Brtihmanas 'wit& 
their frequent allusions and references to the Sattras 
of the Rishis on tile banks of the Sarasvati, and 
those held by the half mythical Afigiras, and by the. 
4dityas (a class tif gods), or even by the cows, trees, 
snakes, &c., presuppose their existence from times 
immemorial. 	Likewise we find in the •Mahabharata 
frequent Mention made of these sacrificial sessions 
,ghich constitute pne of the chAracteristic features 
of (he earliest Brahmanic settlements, in the north- 
west of Hindostair 	It is chiefly at these Sattras 
that we have to look 9r the development and re- 
finemen1 of the sacrificial 	art, and the establish- . 	• merit of certain rules regarding the performance of 
sacrificial ceremonies. 	• 	- 	. s  
1.- When the Brahmanaewere brought into that form, 

,in which we possess them now, not only the whole 
kalpa (i. e. the way of performing the sacrificial cere-
monies) was settled, save some minor points, but 
even the symbolical and mystical meaning of 'the 
majority of rites. 	It took, no doubt, many centuries 
before the almost endless number of 'rites and cere-
monies, sand their bewildering complications could 
form themselves into 	such 	a 	regular syst& of 
sacrificial rules, as we find already exhibited in the 
lirrihmanas. 	For the Siitras which belong to each 
class of Drahinanas generally -contain nothing novel, 
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no innovation in'the sacrificial 'art; they supply only 
the external form to a system which is already com-
plete in•the Bralimaims, and .serv% as text books to - 
the sacriOcial priests. 	And eVen.in.their arrangement 
111 ey follow often their Briihmanas to .whiCh they 
belong. 	So for instance the• fourth, fifth, anti sixth 
Adhyb.yas of -CIA As'valfiyana Sfitras, which treat td 
the Agnishtoma, Soma sacrifice, .and its modifica- 
tions, 	Ukthya, 	Sholas'i, 	and 	Iktiriitra, 	closely 
correspond to the .three first books, and the two first 
'chapters of the fourth, of the Aitareya Brfitnnatam ; 
and the seventh and eighth Adhyhya of those Sittras 
treat exactly of thg same subjects, as the three last 
chapters of the 	fourth 	book, and 	the fifth land 
sixth books of our BrAhmarjame  viz. on the various 
parts 	of 	the Sattras, 	orillacrificial . sessfons, 	and 
the numerous recitations required 	for 	their 	per, 
formance. 	In many passages, the Aitareya Briih- ,  
manam. and the.  As'valayana SfitraS even literally 
agree. 	The latter could, frctin their very nature as a 
" string of rules" for the guidance ofthe sacrificial 
priests„dispense with almosf all the numerous sRe-
culations.of the *meaning and effect of certain verses 
and •rites, and 	all points of controversy in which' 
some of .the BrAhmakias abound; but .as •regitrds 
the actual performance of rites, what mantras were 
required at certain 	occasions, 	and in what way 
they Were to be repeated, the Siitras must give much 
more detail and be 	far more complete than the 

',BrAlimapas. 	From this nature -  of both classes' of 
works, and the relation in which they stand to one 
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'another, it would not-be difficult to .show, that both ... might have originated at
. 
 .the same time. 	PAnint 

distinguishes between old and new Brahmanas'as well 
.as between old .and, new Kalpa works (SUtras). 	The 
strict distinction between a BraItmana and Siam 
period is, on a closer inquiry, hardly tenable. ' Thn 
Bralunanas were only more complete collections of 
the same traditional stock which was in existence on 

.the sacrificial art and its meaning than the Sutras, 
which were compiled for practical purposes only. 
,„-NVe may safely coeclude frOm the complicated na-
ture and the multitude of the Brahminicul sacrifices 
which were already .developed and almost complete at 
the time of the composition of the Vedic hymns, not 
only at that of the Brahmanas, that the compilation 
of sacrificial mapuals containing. all the rules for the 
.actual performance of the duties of a certain class 
of priests (such as the Hotyis or repeaters bf the 
Rik verses, the Udgatris, the chanters of the Rik 
verses, and the Adhvaryous, the manual labourers and 
sacred cooks), was quite necessary at a very early 

'time, certainly riot posterior to the collection of the 
Mantras and the dicta of the Brahma priests into 

. separate works. 	 • 	. 
t.-The Sutras contain many special rules which will 

be 'hi vain sought for in the Brahmarias, but which 
are there simply presupposed. 	So we do not find). 
for instance, the description of the Dars'aparnam,a ishti 
the New' and Pull Moon sacrifice), or that of the 

chilturmilsya-isliti, 	in 	the 	Aitareya 	Brahmanam, 
though their names'are occasionally mentioned, but 

   
  



10 	 INTRODUCTION. 
• 

we find them in the As'valayana Siltras. 	The recital. 
of the Silmidheni verses (required when kindling the 
fire at- the commencement of any sacrificial rite) is 
briefly mentioned in the Brfibmauas, but minutely 
described in the•Siltras (1, 2), 	That they were left 
out in the Brahmauam cannot be accounted for by 
assuming that their exposition .vas alien to the pur-
poie of its author, or that they were unknown to him, 
but only by believing, that they were regarded-as too 
trivial matters, too corruponly knowri to deserve any 
special notice on his part. 	Cqtain modifications in.  
repeating Mantras (required at the great SOma sacri-
fices), such as the ..Difrohattam, the Nyakka, the 
peculiar. construction and repetition of the 	Sho?tes'i 
and Vitlakhilya Shastras, &c. are in the trahmanam 
almost as minutely and accprately • described, as we 

- find them in the Sams (compare, fsw instance, Ait. 
Br. 4, 19 with As'v. S'r. S. 8, 2). 	This clearly shows 	1 
that the authors of the BrAhmakias knew as well all 
the details of the sacrificial "Kt, as the compilers of 
the Siitras. 	The circumstance that many such things, 
as the feeitall of the Samidheni verses, &c. were 
left outin the Bramanam, though they are neither 
very simple to coMprehend, nor were they unknown,. 
entitles'us to assume that they were taught in sepa-
rate treatises, which could be nothing else than *orks 
like the present Siitras. 	• 	, 	 . 

lie Sutras which we vossess at present 'are, no 
doubt, posterior to the Brahmanas to which they 
belong; 	but there is every reason to believe that 

. there were Siltras more ancient; and simple in their 
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style, which served the authors of the present ones as 
sources of information, and these woks may have 
been coeval with the majority of our Brahmanas. 
• Although we cannot discover any material difference 

between the Brahmanas and the Seams so. ,as to 
regard the latter as developing and systematizing the 
ideas contained in theformer, as is the case with the 
Vedanta philosophy in reference to the Upanishads, 
yet there exists one between the Brahmanas, and the 
Mantras and hymns. 	This' difference is, however, 
oot very great, and can be accounted for partially from , 
other causes than that of age. 	Already the hymns 
presuppose a settled ritual, and contain many specu-j 
lative ideas similar to those of the Brahmanas. 

Some scholars hold that the occurrence of•sacri-
ficial terms, or of philosophical and mystical ideas 

;are suggestive of•the late date of the hymn in which 
they are found. 	But these circumstances do by no 
means afford any pre test as to the relative age of 
the Vedic hymns. 	Onelas even drawn a strict line 
of distinction between a Mantra and Chhandaa,period, 
assigning to the former all the sacrificial hymns, to 
the latter those expressive 'of religious and devo-
tional feelings in general, without any reference to 
sacrificial rites: 	But I have grave doubts whether 
this distinction will provg tenable on further inqui-
ries, chiefly if this question as to the age of a cer-
tain hymn is made entirely to depend upon what 
period (the 	M antra or Chhandas period) it might 
belong' to. 	There are sacrificial hymns which, to 
judge from their style and theirdgeneral ideas, must 
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be as ancient as any which have been assigned to 
the Chhandasoperiod. 	. 

I may instance here the hymn required' at the 
horse sacrifice (Rigveda, 1, 162) and the IN fibhane-
dishtha &Ma (10, 61; on its origin, see Ait. Br. 
5, 14).. The former is assigned by Max Muller ° 
to. the Mantra period (between 1000-800) on no 
other ground but because of its containing techni- 
cal terms of the sacrificial .art. 	But this 	reason 
is certainly not sufficient 	to 	make it late. 	On 
the contrary its rather unpolished style, its 	poor, 
imagery, its beginning with the invocation of the 
most 	ancient 	triad 	.of 	Indian 	gods, 	Mitra, 
Vann.za, and Aryaman, the very names of which 
deities are even to be met with kindred nations, 
such as the Iranians and Greeks, the mentioning of 
several sacrificial priests by obsolete and uncommon 
names,—all these circumstances combined tend to 
show, that it is rather one of the earliest than one of 
the latest productions of Vedic 	poetry. 	We find 
in it the sacrificial art, if compared with its descrip-
tion in the •Briihmarlas, in its infancy, yet containing . 
all the germs of the later system. 	Because of almost 
all incidents attendant upon a sacrifice being men-
tioned in this hymn, it affords us the best means for 
investigating into the extent and development of the 
sacrificial art at the time of its Composition. 	Let us 
point out some of the most remarkable fact; which 
maybe elicited from it. 

6  Ilibtory of Anciett Sauscrit Literature, page 533. 
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In the fifth verse the names of the performing 
priests are mentioned. 	They are only six in number, 
viz. Rotor, Adhvaryu, Avaylij, Agnimindha, Griz' - 
vagretbka, and S'aiiistar. 	Four of these names are 
quite uncommon or obsolete. 	Avayilj is the Prati- 
prasthAtar, Agnimindha (the fire-kindler) the, Agni-
dhra, GrAvagrabha the GrAvastut, and S'affistar the 
Maitravaruna of the BrAhmanas. 	The small number 
of priests.ut the horse sacrifice (as'vaniedha), which 
was at later times, as we may learn from descriptions 
given of it in the epic poems, the greatest, most 
complicated and costly which the Brahmans used to 
perform, must surprise, principally if we consider, that 
the Agnishtoma, which was the most simple Soma 
sacrifice, required for its performance already at the 
time of the Baihmanas, and even anterior to it, 
sixteen officiating priests. 
%—There can be no doubt that in the most ancient 
times a comparatively small number of priests was 
sufficient for the performance of a simple animal or 
Soma sacrifice. 	The two most ancient offices were 
those of the Hotar and Adhvaryu i they were known 
already when the ancient Iranians separated from the 
ancestors of the Hindus; for we easily recognise 
them by the names Zota and Ratinvi (now corrupted 
to Raspi) in the Zend-Avesta. 

The 	Pratiprastlititar 	appears 	to have been an 
assistant 	of the 	Adhvaryu 	from a very remote 
time ; 	for 	we 	find 	the 	two 	As'vins called 	the 
two 	Adhvaryus 	(Ait. Br. 	1, 18), 	by which ex- 
pression we can only understand the Adhvaryu and 
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his 	constant 	assistant 	the Pratiprasthlitar. 	That 
there was a plurality of Adhvaryus already at the 
time of the Rishis, we may learn from several pas-
sages of the SalIllita of the Rigveda (2, 37,2 ; 8, 2, 4). 

The fourth priest here mentioned is the Agnidhra; 
for by the term Agnimindha we can only under- 
stand him. 	His office appears to be very old and 
he is once mentioned by his very name Agnidhra 
in a Vedic song (2, 36, 4). 	Besides we meet with 
the well known formula which he has, as the pro-
tector of the sacrifice, to repeat as often as the 
Adhvaryu commences a set of oblations 	accom- 
panied by the Anuvakya and Irajyli mantras of the 
Hotar. 	This is astu s'Aushq (1, 139., 1), which he 
has to repeat when the Adhvaryu calls upon him to 
do so, by the formula 6 s'rlivaya.7 	Before he repeats 
it, he takes a wooden sword, called sphya8  into his 
hand, and ties round it twelve stalks of kus'a grass, 
called idhmasannahandni (what is tied round the 
wood) making three knots (trisandhana). 	He must 
hold it up as long as the principal offerings last, from 

7  This formula is repeated just before the commencement of the 
so-called PrayAjas. 	As'val. S'r. S. 1, 4, gives the following rules : 
Adhvaryur as'diregati pretyiardveyed iignielhral.i, i. e. the Adh- 
varyu calls, 6 ilia',  ape, to which the Agnidhra 	responds by astu 
.friinelle!. 	I3oth formulas are mentioned or alluded to in two SAtras 
of Panini (6, 2, U1-92), who teaches that the first vowel in s'rauska!, 
and tho first and second in ii e'rliv aye are to be pronounced in 
the pieta way, i. e. with three moms. 	Regarding 'fraiche! As'val. 
gives the same rule (este s'ediasket iti a 'theme' pldveyen); 	but 
the pronunciation of 6 e'reivnue he does not particularly mention. 

' Other interpretations have been given of this word by European 
scholars. 	But being myself in posseecion of a sphya, and having seen 
its use tet the sacrifice, I can prove beyond any doubt, that it is a 
wooden sword. 
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the time of the beginning of the Praytijas till the 
Svishtakrit is over. 	The purpose of this act as ex- 
plained by the Shrotriyas (sacrificial priests) of the 
present day is to keep the Rakshas and evil spirits away 
from the sacrifice. 	Now the whole ceremony, along 
with the formulas used, resembles so closely what 

/lis recorded in thb Zend-Avesta of the angel S'raosha 
(now called Serosh), that we can fairly conclude that 
the office, or at any rate the duties, of the Agnidhra 
priests were already known to the Aryas before the 
Iranians 	separated from the 	Indians. 	Serosh, as 
may be seen from the Serosh Yasht (Yas'na 57), holds 
in his hand a sword (s'naithis) in order to fight 
against the Devas, and to keep them away from the 
creation of Ormazd. 	He first spread the sacred grass 
or twigs ; lie first repeated (fras'rcivayat) the sacred 
prayers. 	His very name i'o-aos/ta reminds of the 
call s'raush4. 	One of the duties of the Agnidhra, 
or Agnit, was to kindle the fire. 	Such an office is 
known also to the Parsi ritual. 	It is that of the 
Atarerahsho,i. e. who feeds the fire, a name often 
applied to the Rathwi, in which we have recognised 
the A dhvaryu. 

The fifth priest is the Grtivagrabha, a name 110 

further mentioned in other Vedic books. 	Silyana 
identifies him with the Gravastut° of the ceremonial 
of the 	Briihrnanas. 	The office of the latter is to 
repeat the Pilvamilnya verses when the Soma juice 
is being prepared. 	But the 	name 	Griivagnibha 
._ 	 . 

9  On his office, sce (j, 1-9, pp. 379-80. 
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implies more, for it means, one who holds, or seizes.  
the Gravanas ii:i  (Soma squeezing stones). 	This is 
done by the Adhvaryu himself. 	In ancient times 
the Soma juice was very likely extracted by that 
priest who had to repeat the mantras fo'r the purifi-
cation of the Soma juice, that is, by the Gravastut. 
Such a priest who was engaged in the preparation of 
the Soma (Homa) juice is also known in the Zend- 
A vesta. His name there is havanan," i. e. one who 
.makes or prepares the havana = savana " libation."' 

The 	sixth priest mentioned in the As'vamedha 
hymn is the ,,'aiiistar, i. e. the repeater of Shastras. 
This is no doubt the Maitravaruna of the later ritual, 
who is several times mentioned by the name of 
Pras' iistar in other passages of the Sairihita. (1, 94, 6) 
and in the Br'alimanas. 	Sayana takes the same view. 

Besides the names of the officiating priests, we 
have to examine some of the technical terms of the 
sacrificial art. 	In the 15th verse we find the expres- 

0 See 	the 	note 	on the 	preparation 	of 'the Soma to 7, 32 
iv ,  485-00. 

" See Vis'parad 3, 1. 	The term havana occurs in the Ofithlis for 
11 ma ( Vas'na, 10). 	That it means the same as the Vedic &mina 
v 	h which it is identical follows unmistakeably from the context. 
A fratarent havaneni and an uparem havanem, that is. a first and 
second libation, are even distinguished (Yaina 10. 2 cd. Westergaard). 
The fratarens havanem is the preitql savanam, i. e. morning libation 
of the ritual books; the uparem, i. e. latter, following, corresponds 
to the imidhyandina .arana'n. 	The Parsi priests prepare up to 
the present day actually the Home juice twice when performing the 
floma ceremony. 	The first preparation takes place before the Zota 
(the Hotar of the Brahmans) appears; the second commences at 
the beginning of the proper ceremony, and is finished along with it. 
The Zota drinks the llonaa which was prepared first by the Raspi 
(Adhvaryu); that one prepared during the ceremony is thrown into 
a well as a kind of offering. 
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sions, ish!am, vitam, abhigiirtam, vashathritant, which 
all refer to the repetition of the Yttjya mantra by 
the II otar when the Adhvaryu is ready to throw the 
otfering into the fire. 	Ishtam is the technical term 
for pronouncing the Y5jytt mantra itself; abh;giirtam, 
which is the same as iigtirtam, signifies the formula 
ye yajamahe (generally called agur) which always 
precedes the Yfijya verse; vashatkritant is the pro-
nunciation of the formula vilushat at the end of the 
Yttjya verse ; vitam refers to the formula Agne rihi, 
which follows the. rashatMra, and is itself followed 
by another vashathdra (the so-called Anuvashatkiira). 

Let us now sum up the evidence furnished by 
this sacrificial hymn as bearing upon the history of 
the sacrificial art in its relationship to the mass of 
other Vedic songs on the one, and to the Bralimanas 
on the other side. 

In examining the names of the officiating priests, 
we can here discover only two classes instead of the 
four, known to other Vedic hymns, and principally 
to the Brillimanas. 	We have only' Adlivaryus and 
Hotris, but no Brahma priests, and no Udgatris - 
(chanters). 	Without the two latter classes no solemn 
sacrifice at • which Soma was used could be per-
formed even at a time far anterior to the Briffimanas. 
There is no doubt, the introduction of each of these 
two classes marks a new epoch in the history of 
the 	sacrificial art, just as the 	separation of the 
offices of Adhvaryu and llotar in the ante-Vedic 
times, indicates the first step in the development of 
the art of sacrificing. 	At that early time when the 

c * 
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Iranians left their Indian brethren on account.of a 
bitter religious contest, which is known in the Briiii-
manas as the struggle between the Devas and Asuras, 
already the offices of an Adhvaryu and Hotar were 
distinct, 	as. we may learn from the Zend-Avesta, 
which exhibits the religion of the Asuras (Ahura 
religion, its professors 	calling 	themselves ahuro- 
th:dsho=ctsura-cliksha, i. e. 	initiated into the 	Asura 
rites).  

But the offices of Udgiltris and that of the Brahma 
priests were not known to the A ryaA at that time ; they 
were introduced subsequently after the separation. 
In many Vedic hymns we. find, however, the duties 
principally of the former class (the chanters) men- 
tioned. 	They are often juxtaposed with those of the 
Hotars. 	The term for the performance of the 1-lotri- 
priests is s'aiiss, to praise, recite; that for that of the 
Udghtris stu or giii to sing (see, for instance, Rigveda 
Smith. 8, 1, 1; 6, 62, 5 ; 6, 69, 2-3); besides the tech-
nical names uhtha.Shasira and Stoma, soma, are 
frequently to be met with (see 8, 1, 15 ; 3, 3. 6 ; (i, 3 ; 
16, 9 ; 14, 11; 6, 24,7 &c.) 	Now the absence of all 
such terms, indicatory of the functions of the Udga-
tris (chanters) in the As'vamedha hymn is certainly 
remarkable. 	Their not occurring might, perhaps, be 
accounted for by the supposition, that the chanters 
were not required at the horse sacrifice. 	It is true 
several smaller sacrifices, such as the Dars'aPUrna-
milsa, the Chliturmasya Ishtis and the animal sacri-
fice (if performed apart without forming part of a 
t"ouia sacrifice) are performed without any chanting; 
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but for Soma sacrifices of whatever description, the' 
chanters are as indispensable as the Hotars: 	That 
the A s'vamedha was connected with a Soma sacri-. 
ticei2  already at the time of the composition of the 
hymn in question, 	undoubtedly follows 'from the 
office of Grtivagraha being mentioned in it; for this 
priest is only required for the extracting of the Soma 
juice, and has nothing whatever to do with any other 
sacrificial 	rite. 	The mentioning of the 	S'aihstar 
(Maitravaruip.) is another indicatibn that the As'va-
medha already at that early time was accompanied 
by a Soma sacrifice. 	For one of the principal duties 
of the Maitravaruria, who may be called the first 
assistant of the Hotar, is to repeat Shastras, which 
are only required at Soma sacrifices as the necessary 
accompaniments of all chants. 

Besides the Udgatyis we miss the class of the 
Brahma priests, viz. 	Brahma, BrahmarAfichaiiisi, and 
Subralimatva, whose services are required at all 
great sacrifices. 	The Brahma can not, even at small 
sacrifices, such as 	the Dars'aparnamilsa Ishti, 	be 
dispensed with. 	The Brahmarnichafrisi and Subrah- 
manyil are at Soma sacrifices as indispensable as the 
Maitravaruna ; the first has to repeat also Shastras 
for the chants, the latter td invite every day Indra to 
the Soma feast (see the note to 6, 3, pp. 382-84). 

The introduction of the Brahma priest marks no 
doubt a new era in the history of the sacrificial art; 

12  According to As'val. S'r. Stara., (10, 8) there are three Soma 
days (nit ya tii) required for the hone sacrifice. 
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for to judge from the nature.of his duties as super-
intendent of the sacrifical ceremonies, he was only 
necessary at a time when the sacrifice had become 
already very complicated, and was liable to many 
mistakes. 	The origin of the office dates earlier than 
the Brahmanas. 	Unmistakeable traces of it are to be 
found already in the Sainhitii of the Rigveda. 	In one 
passage 1, 10, 1, the Brahma priests (brahm4as) are 
juxtaposed with the Hotris (arkina4) and Udgatris 
(gdyatritta4). 	They are there said to " raise India 
just as (one raises) a reed." Similarly we find together 
yilyata chant, s'agu'ata praise, and brahma hrittuta 
make the Brahma (8, 32, 17). 	In 10, 91,• 10 the 
Brahma is mentioned along with other priests also, 
such as the Potar, Neshtar, &c. 	The little work done 
by the Brahma priests, or rather their idleness, is 
mentioned, 8, 92, 30, " do not be as lazy as a Brahma 
priest" (mo situ braloneva tandrayur blatvali). That the 
Brahma priests were thus reproached may clearly be 
seen from Ait. Br5hm. 5, 34. 	The Brahm5 priest is.  
the speaker or expounder of religious matters (10, 71, 
11 ; 117, 8), in which capacity they became the authors 
of the Brahmanas. 	That the Brahma was expected to 
know all secret things may be inferred from several 
passages 	(10, 85, 3; 16; 35 ; 36). 	Briliaspati,_ the 
teacher of the gods, is also called braland (10, 143, 3), 
and A2ni is honoured with the same name (7, 7, 5), 
as well as his pious worshippers of old, the so-called 
Afigirasah (7, 42, 1). 	Sometimes the name signifies 
the Brahman as distinguished-  from the Kshattriva 
(brakmatti rryani vd 1, 108, 7). 
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It is certainly remarkable, that none of the Brahma 
priests is to be found among the priests enumerated 
in the As'vamedlia hymn, and we may safely con-
clude, that their offices were not known at that time. 
The word bralsma (neuter) itself occurs in it (in the 
seventeenth verse), "-If any one in order to make 
thee sit did thee harm by kicking thee with his heels, 
or striking thee with a whip violently so that thou 
didst snort, 1 cause all to go off from thee by means 
of the 	Brahma, just as I make flow (the drops of 
melted butter) by means of a Smelt (sacrificial spoon) 
over the piece which is among the ready-made offer- 
ings 	(adlevarcslat)." 	Brahma has here very likely 
its original meaning, "the sacrificial grass" or a cer- 
tain bunch of it (see the note on pages 4, 5). 	For the 
meaning "prayer," which is here given to it by Siiyana, 
does not suit the simile. 	In order to understand it 
fully, one has to bear in mind that the Adhvaryu after 
having cooked and made ready any offering (Purodfis'l 
or flesh, or Charu, &c.) generally pours from a Sruch 
some drops of melted 	butter over it. 	Now the 
brakma by means of which the priest is to soothe all 
injury which the sacrificial horse may have received 
from kicking or striking, is compared with this Sruch ; 
the drops of melted butter are then the several stalks 
of the bunch of the .sacrificial grass, required at all sa-
crifices and their taking out, and throwing away (as 
is done at all sacrifices, see note 8 to page 79) 	is 
compared to the flowing of the drops 	from the 
sacrificial spoon.  

Not only is the number of priests less, but the 
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ceremonies are also more simple. 	It appears from 
verse 15th, that there was no Puronuvaky5 or intro-
ductory mantra required, but the Yiljya alone was 
sufficient. 	The latter consisted already of the same 
parts as in the Brfihmanas, viz. the Agur, the Yfijy5 
mantra, the Vashatk5ra and Anuvashatkiira (see note 
32 to. page 95, page 126, and note 11 to page 133-34). 
The Agur or the introductory formula ye yqjiintahe 
i. e. " what (gods are), those we worship by sacrific-
ing," is very ancient, and seems to go back even 
beyond the properly so-called Vedic times ; for we 
meet it even with the same name already in the Zend- 
A vesta (see note 11 	to page 134) ; even a large 
number of the Parsi prayer formulas commence with 
it up to this clay, viz. yortimaide. 	The Vashatkara 
or the call vtiushap, and the Anuvashatkara, or the 
second call rdushat 	preceded by Ague riki, i. e. 
" A gni eat (the food)" must be also very old, though 
we do not find any trace of them in the Parsi ritual, 
which circumstance can be, however, easily accounted 
for. 	The first call viuslug 	being required in 	the 
very moment of the offering being thrown into the 
fire, and the second at once after it, there was no 
occasion for them at the Zoroastrian sacrifices; for 
the priests are not allowed to throw flesh, or I-Loma, 
or even cakes into the fire ; they have only to show 
their offerings to the sacred element. 	In the Safi- 
hita 	itself, the Vashatkilra is frequently mentioned, 
and in hymns which shOw by no means a modern 
origin (see 1, 14, 8 ; 	120, 4 ; 21, 5 ; 7,14, 3 ; 	15, 6 ; 
99, 7  &e); scime of them apparently allude  to the 
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Anuvashatkara, (so, for instance, 7, 156, semiim retu 
vushatkritim, may he eat this piece offered by the 
call vii itsh4 ! vi (in vita) being one of the character-
istic terms of the Anuvaskuthara). 

From all we have seen as yet it clearly follows 
that the As'vamedha hymn is by no means a,late, 

) but a very early production of Vedic poetry, and 
that 	consequently 	a strict 	distinction between a 

-Chhandas and Mantra period, making .the former by 
about two hundred years older than the latter, is 
hardly admissible. 

The same result is to be gained from a more close 
examination of other pre-eminently sacrificial hymns, 
which all would fall under the Mantra period. 	There 
being here no occasion to' investigate into. all hymns 
of that character, I will only here make some remarks 
on the Nablifinedishtlia hymns (10, 61-62). 	Their 
history is given in the Ait. 	Brahm. itself (5, 14). 
They are traced to Manu, the progenitor of the human 
race, who gave them to his 	son •Nabhfinedishtha. 
He should communicate them to the A figiras, for 
enabling them to perform successfully the ceremonies 
of the sixth day (in the Shalaha, §ee note 9 to page 
279), and receive all their property as a sacrificial 
reward. 

This' whole story appears to have no other founda-
tion's but the two hymns themselves, principally the 

13 it is to be found also with little difference in 	the Taittiriya 
Stulhini ii, 1, 9, 4-6. 	Instead of the two nktas (hymns) Menu 
there is said to have elven his son a Br5limmnn on a certain rite 
concerning the share of Rodin iu the Soma libation, to help the 
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latter. 	The first is very difficult to understand, the 
second is on the whole simple. 	• Both are by tradi- 
tion ascribed to Niibhtmedislitha; the son of Mann, 
whose existence is very doubtful. 	They , differ so 
much in style, that they cannot have the same author. 
SeVeral traits of the legend, however, are to•be found 
in them. 	The refrain of the first fonr verses of 10, 62 
which is addressed to the Afigiras, " receive the son 
of Manu" re-occurs in the legend; also the gift of a 
thousand; 	In a verse of the former (10, 61, 18) the 
word nabluinedislitha occurs, but it does not mean 
there a human, but some divine being. 	I give the 
18th and 19th verses in translation. 

(18) " His relative, the ivealthy Ntibhiincdislitha 
who, directing his thoughts towards thee, speaks on 
looking 	forward (as follows) 'this our navel is the 
highest; as often as required I was behind him (the 
Niibhiinedishtha on earth).' " 

(19) " This is my navel, here is what resides with 
me; these gods are mine; I am everything; 	Those 
who are first born, 	and those who are born for a 
second time (by reproduction),—the cow milked that 
(seed) from the truth, (and) they are born."14  

From' 	these 	two 	verses 	as 	well . as 	from 
several others 	in 	it 	(principally 	2 and 5-8 	de- 
scribing 	Prajapati's 	illicit 	intercourse _with 	his ...2-..----- 

• • 
Ai-mires to heaven. 	The " sixth day" is not mentioned in it. 	The 
man in a " blackish dress" of the Aitnreya Br. is here called Rudra. 

" The explanation given by ffilyara of these difficult verses is very 
artificial. 	He tries to get ont of the hymn everywhere the story 
told of Nablifinedislitha in the Ait. Br. 6, 14. 
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datiohter, 	see Ait. 	Br. 	3, 	33) 	we 	may 	clearly 
perceive that—Nilblitiiisearslit.2and 	the hymn 	in 
question 	refer to • generation. 	This view is 	fully 
corroborated .by the application of it at the sacrifice, • 
as expounded by the Brithmanam, and as even pre-
supposed in the hynin itself. 

•We know from various passages of the Britlimanas, 
that one of the principal acts of the sacrificial priests 
Was to make a new body to the sacrificer, and pro-
duce him anew by mantras, and various, rites, by 
making him mystically undergo the same process to 
which he owed 'his natural life. 	So, for instance, 
the whole Pravargya. ceremony (see note 1 to pages 
41-43), the Ajya and Pra-uga Shastras (see Ait. Br. 
2, 35.38 ; 3, 2) of the morning libation, and the so-
called Shilpa Shastras (6, 27-31) of the Hotri-priests 
are intended for this purpose. 	Of the latter the two 
Nalninedislitha hymns form the two first parts, re-
presenting the seed effused, and its transformation to 
an embryo in its rudest state (sec 6,\27). 	NitblInt- 
dishtlia 	is the sperm 	when effused; 	after havin 
undergone some change in the womb, it is called 
Narils'affisa." 	That the hymn originally had 	such 
a mystical sense, is evident 	from the two 	first 
verses : 	• 

--- 
15  This idea must be very old; for we find an unmistakeable trace 

•of it in the Zoroastrian tradition. 	So we read in the lined/ied, (page 
St) in Wcstergnard's edition of the Pettlevi text) that the angel 	Netio- 
SOng (nerio8Png Yazd.= narlidaiiiga ynjata in Sanscrit) intercepted 
the three particles of sporm.0 hich Zoronster is said to have once lost, 
and out of which the three great pmphets, Oabadar (bawl), arbadnr 
tmih, and Sosiosh arc expected to spring at the end of the a orld. 

d 
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(1) . " May this awful Brahma, Which lie (Praj Apati) 
thus skilfully pronounced in words at the congregation, 
at the assembly, fill the seven Hotars on the day of 
cooking (the 	sacrificial food), when his (the sacri-
ficer's) parents (and other) liberal men (the ,priests) 
are making (his body)."  

(2) " He established (as place) for the reception 
of his gift the altar (vedi), destroying and ejecting 
the enemy with his weapons. (After having thus made 
the place safe) he then hastily under a very loud cry 
poured forth his sperm in one continuous (stream)." 

The meaning of these two verses can only be the 
following : 	the poet who was no doubt a sacrificial 
priest himself wishes, that the hymn which he regards 
as a revelation from PrajApati, who repeated it at the 
great sacrificial session which he . is so frequently 
said to have held, may fill the seven Hotri-priests 
when they, with the same liberality as PrajApati 
(when he poured forth his sperm) are like parents 
Aaking by their hymns the new celestial body to 
the sacrificer. 	The place for reception of the seed 
poured out mystically in prayer by the Hotars, is the 
altar; for standing near it (and even touching it with 
their feet) they repeat the mantras. 	The reason that 
they have to regard the Vedi as the safe receptacle 
of the seed, is to be sought for in the antecedent of, 
PrajApati, who prepared it for the purpose, defending 

Ncrioseng clothed the said sperms with lustre and strength (rottiox 
Zor), and handed them over to Anahit (the Persian Venus) to look 
at them. 	They are guarded against the attacks of the Devas (the , 
Indian gods) by 909,099 frohars (a kind of angels). 
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it against the attacks of enemies. 	After having 
made it safe, he poured out his seed whencb then all 
creatures sprang (see Ait. Br. 3, 34). 

Nfibhfinedislitha is, according to the verses above 
quoted, the heavenly guardian of all germs of genera-
tion ; all, gods, men, beasts, &c. come from him. 
His assistance is required when the sacrificial priests 
are producing the new celestial body of the sacrificer. 

. He looks down from heaven at his relative, that is, 
the seeds containing the germ of new life poured out 
mystically by the Hotars in their prayers. 	His navel 
is the centre of all births in the universe; as being 
nearest (`  nearest to the nuel-:—is..theliteral-meaning of 
neiWthedislithalye is the guardian of all seeds. 	Every 
seed on earth ha's only effect as far as he participates 
in it. 	We have here the Zoroastrian idea of the 
Fravashis (Frohars) who are the prototypes of all 
things existing.'° 	The Word niibleiinedislitha must he 
very old ; for we find it several times in the form 
nabiinazdista in the Zend Avesta. 	It is an epithet 4 
the Fravashis (Yas'na 1, 18. Yashts 13, 156), and 
signifies the lineal descendants in future generations" 
(Vend. 4, 5-10 Westergaard). 

16 See my Essays .on the Sacred Language, Writings and Religion of 
the Parsis, page 180. 

17 This is the sense of naribn nalkintizdistantim, In the fourth 
Frargard of the Vendid&d. 	In the passage in question the punishment 
consequent on the breach of a promise is said to extend to so and so 
many naraninab4nazdiHaniine, literally men who are nearest the navel 
of the offender, that is, his lineal descendants. 	Tile Pelilevi translation 
gives in its notes about the same meaning to it. 	So it has for instance 
to 4, 5 the note : No &mot Lint &iron" for three hundred years there 
will ha danger (tbr the nabeinazdidra.4)" 	This is also the opinion of 
many Desturs. 
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Although the isifibluThedislitha hymn (1..0, 61) is 
purely sacrificial, and composed at a time when the 
Rishis 	already 	indulged 	in 	speculations 	on 	the 
mystical meaning of sacrificial rites, 	no trace can 
be .found, to show that it is a modern composi- 
tion. 	The circumstance, that it is already in the 
Aitareya BrAmm;iam traced to Manu, the proge- 
nitor of the human race, shows, that 	its 	origin 
is entirely lost 'in the depths of antiquity. 	The 
mentioning of Kakshiran in 	verse 	16, 	and 	the 
occurrence of the "seven Hotars"' (in the 1st verse) 
are no proofs of a la& origin. 	For Kakshivan 
appears as a celebrated Rishi, who was distinguished 
as a great chanter and Soma drinker in many other 
passages, principally in the first book (see li igveda 
Sarah. 	1, 18, 1-2 ; 	51, 13 ; 116, 7 ; 117, 6; 4, 26, 1) 
who enjoyed the special favour of the As'vins. 	He is 
to the majority of the Vedic Rishis whose hymns are 
kept, a personage of as remote an antiquity as Kihwa 
Vs'aniis, the Aligiras, &c. 	The. " seven Hotars" 18  
occur several times 	besides (3, 29, 14 ; 	8, 49, 16), 
most of them with their very names, viz. Potar, 
Neslitar, Agnid, Pras'ilstar, &c. (1, 15, 2-5 ; 9 ; 1, 94, 
6.; 10, 91, 10). 

The second Nabhanedishtha hymn is certainly 
later than the first, and contains the germs of the 
later legend on Nabht"tnedislitha.. The reason that 
it was also referred to him, is certainly to be sought 

18  They are, according to the Britinnanns (sec 	Ait. Br. 6, 10-12), 
II o ta r, AI a it ritvartt tta, B1 alinnu)ttchliaribi, Achhitvaka, Potar, N edit ur 
and A gnitthru. 
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for in the 4th verse, where is 	said, " This one 
(i. e. I) speaks through the navel's (nallii), hails 
you, in your residence; 	hear, 0 sons of the gods, 
ye Rishis (to my speech)." 	The song is addressed 
to the Aiigiras, who are requested to receive the 
poet. 	The gift of thousand is also mentioned. 

Let us, after this discussion regarding the antiquity 
of the 	As'vamedha and Nabhiinedishtha hymns, • ... 
return to the general question on the relationship 
between the pre-eminently sacrificial mantras, and 
the other production of Vedio poetry. 

If we look at the history of poetry with other 
nations, we nowhere find 	profane songs precede 
religious poetry. 	The latter• owes its origin entirely 
to the practical worship of beings of a higher order, 
and must, as every art does, go through many phases 
before it can arrive at any state of perfection and 
refinement. 	Now in the collection of the hymns of 
the Rigveda, we find the religious poetry already so 
highly developed, 	the language so' polished, Me 
metres already so artificially composed, as to justify 
the assumption, that the songs which have reached 
our time, are not the earliest productions of the 
poetical genius, and the devout mind of the ancient 
Indians. 	Generations of poets 	and many family 

" This expression appears to be strange. 	It implies a very ancient 
idea, which must have been current with the Irauimis and Indians 
alike. 	The navel was regarded as the sent of an internal light, by 
means of which the seers received what they called revelation. 	It is 
up to the present day a belief of the Parsi priests, that the Desturs or 
High-priests have a fire in their navel, by means of which they can 
see things which are hidden. 	This reminds us of some phenomena in 
modern somnambulism. 	• 

'd * 
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schools in which sacred poetry was regularly taught, 
just as the art of the bards and scalds with the Celtic 
and Scandinavian nations, must have preceded that 
period to which we owe the present collection. 	If 
an old song was replaced by a new one, , which 
appeared more beautiful and finished, the former was 
in most cases, irrecoverably lost. 	Old and new poets 
are frequently mentioned in the hymns of the Rigveda; 
but the more modern Rishis of the Vedic period 
appear not to have regarded the productions of . their 
predecessors with any particular -reverence which 
might have induced them to keep their early relics. 

Now the question arises, are the finished and 
polished hymns of the Rigveda with their artificial 
metres the most ancient relics of the whole religious 
literature of the Brahmans, or are still more ancient 
pieces in the other Vedic writings to be found? 	It 
is hardly credible, that the Brahmanical priests em-
ployed at their sacrifices in the earliest times hymns 
similar to those which were used 'when the ritual 
became settled. 	The first sacrifices were no doubt 
simple offerings performed without much ceremonial. 
A few appropriate solemn 	words, 	indicating the 
giver, the nature of 	the 	offering, 	the 	deity 	to 
which as well as the purpose for which it was offered, 
and addresses 	to 	the objects that were offered, 
were sufficient. 	All this could be embodied in the 
sacrificial formulas known in later times principally 
by the name of Yajus, whilst the older one appears 
to have been Eija (preserved in pra-Aja, antivqa, 
&c). 	The invocation of the deity by different names, 

   
  



INTRODUCTION. 	 31 

and its invitation to enjoy the meal prepared, may be 
equally old. 	It was justly regarded only as a kind 
of Yajus, and 'called Nigada2° or Nivid. 	The latter. 
term was principally applied to the enumeration of 
the titles, qualities, &c. of a particular deity, accom- 
panied with an invitation. 	At the most ancient 
times it appears that all sacrificial formulas were 
spoken by. the Hotar alone; the Adhvaryu was only 
hii assistant, who arranged the 'sacrificial compound, 
provided the implements, and performed all manual 
labour. 	It was only at the time when regular me- 
trical verses and hymns were introduced into the 
ritual, that a part of the duties of the Ilotar devolved 
on the Adhvaryu. 	There are in the present ritual, 
traces to be found, that the Hotar actually must have 
performed part of the duties of the Adhvaryu. 
. 	According to the ritual which appears to have been 
in force 	for the last three thousand years without 
undergoing any considerable change, it is one of tin 
principal duties of the Adhvaryu tci give 	order. 
(praisha) to most of the officiating priests, to perforn 
their respective duties. 	Now at several occasions, 
especially at the more solemn sacrifices, the order is to 
be given either by the Ilotar himself, or his principal 
assistant, the Maitravaruna. 	So for instance, the 
order to the slaughterers of the sacrificial animal, 

20  See 	ItIndhuseidana's 	Prasthiinahlieda 	in 	Weber's 	Indittel46 
Studien, i. pace 14, 	and the 	131itigavata Puri'Ma 	12, 6, a (iu 
the Bombay edition) where the yajurgaga, i. e. the series of Yajus 
mantras is called nigada. 	Madhostidana comprises by this name, as 
it appears, principally the Praishas or orders by the Adhvaryu to 
the other priests to do their respective dulies. 
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which is known by the name of Adhriga-Praislia-
mantra (see Ait. Br. 2, 6-7) is given by the Hotar 
himself, though the formulas of which it is composed 
have all characteristics of what was termed in the 
ritual Yajus, and consequently assigned to the Adh- 
varyu. 	At the Soma sacrifice all orders to the Hotar 
to repeat the Yhjyti mantra, before the libations are 
thrown into the fire, are to be given by the Al aitrliva- 
runa, and not by the Adhvaryu. 	The formulas by 
which the .gods are called to appear, the address to 
the fire when it is kindled are repeated by the Hotar,  
not by the Adhvaryu, though they cannot be termed 
rilt, the repetition of which alone was in later times 
regarded as incumbent upon the Hotar. 	The later 
rule, " The Hotar performs his duties with the Rig-
veda" (in the introductory chapter to the Hiranya-
kesi and Apastamba S'riluta Siitras) is therefore not 
quite correct: 	The Hotar himself even sacrifices on 
certain occasions what is, according to the later ritual, 
to be done by the Adhvaryu alone, or, when the offer- 
ing is given as penance, by the Brahnfil. 	So, for 
instance, he sacrifices melted butter before repeating 
the As'vina Shastra (see the note to 4, 7, page 268), 
which is, as far as its principal parts are concerned, 
certainly very ancient. 

Now if we compare the sacrificial formulas as 
contained in the Yajurveda, and 	principally 	the 
so-called Nigadas, and Nivids, preserved in the Brilli-
manes and Stitras with the bulk of the Iligveda 
hymns, we come to the conclusion, that the former 
are more ancient, and served the Rishis as a kind of 
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sacred text, just as passages of the Bible suggest 
ideas to religious poets among Christian's. 	That 
Vedic poets were perfectly acquainted with several of 
such formulas and addresses which are still extant, 
can be proved beyond any doubt. 

Reserving a more detailed treatment of this im-
portant question to a future, occasion, J here instance 
only some of the most striking proofs. 	' 

On reference to the Nivid inserted in the Vais'va-
deva hymn at the Vais'vadeva Shastra; and my re-
marks on it (see pages 212-13), the reader will find, 
that the great Rishi Vis'v'amitra, who with some of 
his sOris are the poets of many hymns which we 
now possess (as, for instance, of the whole third 
Mar.idala), knew this ancient sacrificial formula very 
well; for one of its sentences setting forth the num-
ber of deities is alluded to by him. 

Certain stereotyped formulas which occur in every 
Nivid, 	to whatever 	deity it might be addressed, 
occur in hymns and evcri commence 'them. 	I in- 
stance the hymn predam brahma (8, 37), which is 
certainly an allusion to the sentence which occurs 
in all Nivids, predam brahma predam hshattram (see 
note 25 on page 189). 	That the coincidence is no 
mere chance follows from some other characteristic 
Nivid terms made use of in the hymn in question ; 
compare aritha pra-sunvata4 with predam sunrantam 
njamlinam avata in all Nivids, and hshattriya tram 
avasi with predam hshattram (aratu). 

The Subrahmauya 	formula, which is generally 
called a Nigada (see on it the note to 6, 3 on pages 
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383-84) is unmistakeably alluded to' in the hymn, I, 
51, principally in the first and thirteenth verses. 	In 
both, Indra is called mesha a ram, and vrisharydvasya 
mend. 

The call of the Agnidhra, astu s'iltushac, as well as 
the Agur addressed to the Hotar, hold yakshat, were 
known to the Rishis, as we learn from 1, 139, 1. 10. 

The so-called Rituyfijas which are extant in a par-
ticular collection of sacrificial formulas, called praisha 
szata or praishadhyaya, occur even with their very. 
words in several hymns, such as 1, 15; 2, 37. (On the 
Rituyfijas, see note 3.5 on pages 135-36.) 

The so-called Apri 	hymns are nothing but a 
poetical development of the more ancient Pmyfijas, 
and Anuyfijas (Compare the notes 12 on page 18; 
14 on pages 81-82 ; and 25 on page 110.) 

Many hymns were directly composed not only .  for 
sacrificial purposes in general, but even for particular 
rites. 	This 	is 	principally 	the 	case 	with several 
hymns of Vis'vfiraitra. 	So, for instance, the whole of 
hymn 3, 8 anjanti tvdm adhvare (see about it, Ait. 
Br. 2,,2) refers only to the anointing, erecting, and 
decorating of the sacrificial post ; 3, 21 is evidently 
made for addressing the drops of melted butter which 
drip from the omentum, over which they were poured . 
(see Ait. Br. 2, 12); 3, 52 celebrates the offering of 
the Purodfis'a consisting of fried grains, pap, &c. 
which belongs to each Soma libation (see kit. Br. 
2, 23). 

The first ten hymns of the first book of the Rig-
veda Sal-filial contain, as it appears, the Soma ritual 
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of Madhuchhandtis, the 	son 	of Vis'v'emitra. 	It 
provides, however, only for two libations, viz. the 
morning and midday. The first hymn has exactly 
the nature of an Ajya hymn, which forms the 
principal part of the 	first Shastra, the soecalled 
Ajya. 	The second and third hymns contain the 
Pra-uga Shastra, which is the second at the morn- 
ing libation, in all its particulars. 	The following 
seven hymns (4-10) all celebrate Indra, and it ap-
pears from some remarks in the Mt. Br. (3, 20, page 
192), that in ancient times the midday libation be- 
longed exclusively 	to Indra. 	The ritual for the 
evening libation is of so peculiar a nature, and so 
complicated, that we must ascribe to it quite a dif-
ferent origin than to the two other libations. 

The hymns 12-23 appear to contain a more com-
prehensive ritual of the Kanva family, which is an- 
cient. 	The 12th hymn (the first in this collection) is 
addressed to the Agni of the ancestors, the pravara, 
who must be invoked at the commencement of every 
sacrifice ; it contains three parts of the later ritual—
a) the pravara, b) the invocation of Agni by the 
Nigada, and c) the request to Agni to bring the gods 
(the so-called devdralianam). 	The 13th is an Apri 
Sate containing the Prayfijas, which accompany the 
very first offerings at every sacrifice. 

These three hymns were, it appears, appropriate 
to a simple Ishti, as it 'precedes every greater sacri- 
fice. 	The following hymns refer to the Soma sacri- 
fice. 	The 15th is a Rituyiija hymn ; the Itituyiljas 
always precede the Ajya Shastra. 	The hymns from 
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16-19 contain a ritual for the midday libation, and in 
20-22 we find the principal deities of the Shastras of 
the evening libation. 

The 	from 44-50 in the first book by Pras-
kan.va, the son of Kai”ra, contain, if the Indra hymn 
51) is also reckoned, all the principal deities, and 

metres of the As"vina Shastra, the former even in 
their proper 	order, viz. 	Agni, Uslitis, the As'viris, 
SUrya, Indra (see Ait. Br. 4, 7-11). 	• 	' 

These instances, which could be easily greatly 
enlarged, will, I think, suffice to show that the ritual 
of the Briihmauas in its main features, was almost 
complete at the time when the principal Rishis, such 
as the Kanvas, Vis'vAmitra, Vasishtba, &c. lived. 

I must lay particular stress on the Nivids which I 
believe to be more ancient than almost all the hymns! 
contained in the Rigveda. 	The principal ones (nine 
in number) are all to be found in the notes to my trans- 
lation of the 3rd Pafichikii (book). 	That no attention 
has been paid as yet to these important documents 
by the few Vedic scholars in Europe, is principally 
owing to the circumstance of their not having been 
known to them. 	It being now generally believed, 
that the earliest relics of Vedic literature are to be 
found only in the Rigveda Sailhita, it is of course 
incumbent on me to state briefly the reasons why I 
refer the so-called 	Nivids to a still more 	remote 
antiquity. 

The word vivid frequently occurs in the hymns, 
and even with the epithet /Arra or inirvya old (see 
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1, 89, 3; 96, 2; 2, 36, G.) 	The Marutvatiya Nivid 21  
is, as it appears, even referred to 	by Viimadeva 
(4, 18, 7, compared with note 25 on page 189); the 
repetition of the Nivids is juxtaposed with the per-
formance of the chanters,. anct the recital of the 
Shastras (6, 67, 10). 	The Briihmauam regards thd 
Nivids, particularly that .one adressed 	to 	Apti, as 
those words of Prajtipati, by means of which he 
created all beings (see Ait. Br. 2, 3:3-34). 	That such 
an idea, which entirely coincides with the Zoroas-
trian of Ahuramazda. (Ormazd) having created the 
world through the yarlui-ahle-vdiry6 prayer (see the 
19th chapter of the Yas'na), must be more ancient 
than the 13riihmal)as, we learn from a hymn of the 
old Rishi Kutsa, who is.already in many.  Vedic songS 
looked upon as a sage of the remote past. 	He says 
(I, 96, 2) that Agni created by means of the " first 
Nivid" the creatures of the Manus (see page 143). 
In I, 89, 3-4, an old Nivid appears to be quoted. 
For the words which follow the sentence " we call 
them with the old Nivid" bear quite the stamp of 
wuch a piece.  

Many Nivids, even the majority of them, are cer- 
tainly lost. 	But the few pieces of this kind of re- 
ligious literature which are still extant, are sufficient 
to show that they must be very ancient, and are not 
to be regarded as fabrications of the sacrificial priests 
at the times when the BridunarAs were composed. .,, 

2i  When the word vie& appears often in the plural, then the several 
pfolas, of which the Nivid consists, are to be uuderstoo 1. 
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Their style is, in the main, just the-  same in which the 
hymns are composed, and far more ancient than that 
of the Bralimanas. 	They contain in short sentences 
the principal names, epithets, and feats of the deity 
invoked. 	They have no regular metre; but a kind of 
rhythmus; or even a parallelismus membrorum, as 
the ancient Hebrew poetry. 

The circumstance that in the ritual such a para-
mount importance is attached to such half poetical, 
half prose pieces as the Nivids are (see particularly 
Ait. Br. 2, 33; 3, 10-11), clearly tends to prove, that 
they must have been regarded as very efficacious. 
This could be hardly accounted for at a time when 
beautiful and finished songs were forthcoming in 
abundance to serve the same purpose, had they not 
been ve►y ancient, and their employment been sanc-
tioned by the example of the. most ancient Rishis. 

We have already seen, that several of those Nivid.  
formulas which we have now were known to some 
Vedic poets. 	I will give here a few more instances. 
'f he .hymn to the iVlarutas by Vis'ytantra (3, 47) 
is evidently based on the Marutvatiya Nivids '(see 
them on page 189); the verse to Savitar (3, 54, 
11) alludes to the Savitri Nivids (see them on page 
208); the hymn to Dytivhpyithivi (1, 160) is a po- 
etical 	imitation 	of *the llyilviiprithivi Nivids (page 
209); the llibhu hymn (4, 33) resembles very much 
the Ribriu Nivids (page 210), &c. 

Another proof of the high antiquity of the Nivids 
is furnished by the Zend-Avesta. 	The many prayer 

• 
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formulas in the Yas'na which commence with niz-d-
ahaygnii, i. e. I invite, are exactly of the same nature 
as the Nivids. 

The Nivids along with many so-called Yajus for-
mulas, 

 
which are preserved in.the Yajurveda, the 

N igadas, such as the Subrahmanyii and the 	so- 
called Japa formulas, (such as Ait. Br. 2, 38), which 
are muttered with a low voice only, are doubtless 
the most ancient pieces of Vedic poetry. 	The Risjiis 
tried their poetical talent.first in the composition of 
Yiijytis or verses recited atithe occasion of an offering 
•being thrown into the fire. 	Thence we meet so 
many verses requesting the deity to accept the offer- 
ing, and taste it. 	These Yiijyfis were extended into 
little songs, which on account of their finished form 
were called sfiktam, 	i. e. well, beautifully spoken. 
The principal ideas for the illotihr II s were furnished by 
the sacrificial 	formulai 	in which 	the Yajurveda 
abounds, and those of the hymns Were suggested by 
the Nigadas and Nivids. 	There can be hardly any 

i  doubt, that the oldest hymns which we possess, are 
purely sacrificial, and made only for sacrificial pur- 

I poses. 	Those which express more general ideas, or 
philosophical thoughts, or confessions of sins, such 
as many of those addressed to VariRia, are compara-
tively late. 

In order to illustrate that OA development of the 
sacrificial and religious poetry of the ancient Brah-
maiis took such a course as here described, I may 
adduce the similar one 	which we find• with the 
Hebrews. 	The sacrificial 	ritual of Moses-  as laid 
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down in the Leviticus knows no rythmical sentences 
' nor hymns which accompanied the oblations offered 

to Jehovah. 	It deicribes only such manual labour, 
as found with the Brahmans its place in the Yajur-
veda, and mentions tut very few and simple formulas 
which the offi&ating priest appears to have spoken 
when throwing the offering into the fire of the altar. 
Tliey differed according to the occasion, but very 
little. 	The principal formula was rnrth rrijv i' rp:. 	"a 
fire offering of pleasant sniell for Jehovah," which 
exactly corresponds with fLe Vedic agnoye, indrdya, 
&c. sailed / 22  i.e. a good offering to Agni/Indra, 
&c. 	If it was the solemn holocaustum, then the 
word rep i. e. holocaustum, was used in addition 
(Leviticus 1, 9-13) ; if it was the so-called zebalth 
shltimim or sacrifice for continued welfare, the word 
erA food, bread, was adeed (Levit. 8, 11); it it was 
a penance the words nrr crA: (Levit. 7, 5) " this is a 
penance" were required. 	When the priest absolved a 
sacrificer who brought an offering as a penance, 
he appears 	to 	have used a Iormula also, 	which 
is 	preserved in the 	so-frequently occurring 'sen- 
tence : 	it, II* 	K:7 Tti incrin v 	.1.7ni (Lev. iv, 25, 31 : 
v. 	6, 10.) 	" and 	he 	(the priest) shall annul the 
sin which he 	has 	committed, 	so . that he pill be 
pardoned." 23  

• . 	. 
22 The term 8viilni is to be traced to the root dial to put, with d to 

put in, into, and stands for eviidka (sa + ddlui). 	It menus the gift 
which is thrown into the fire. 	 • 23 The priest appears to have addressed these words to the sinner 
who was tope absolved in this manner," I annul the sin which thou 
tam committed, and thou shalt be pardoned." 
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If we compare these formulas with the psalms, 
which were composed and used for the worship of 
Jehovah, then we find exactly the same difference 
between both, as we discover between the Yajus for-
mulas, Nivids, &c. and the fini'ilted hymns of the 
Rigveda Saiithita, In the same way as• there is a 
considerable interval of time between the establish-
ment of the Mosaic ritual and the composition of the 
psalms, we are completely justified in supposing that 
a similar space of time 	intervened 	between 	the 
'Brahmanical ritual with its sacrificial formulas, and 
the composition of the majority of the Vedic hymns. 
Between Moses and David there is an interval of 
five hundred years, and if we assume a similar one 
between 	the simple 	Yajus 	formulas, 	and 	such 
finished hymns as those addressed to Varuna which 
M. Miler ascribes to his Olthandas period, we shall 
not be in the wrong.  

Another proof that the purely sacrificial poetry is 
more ancient than either profane songs or hymns of 
a more general religious character, is furnished by the 

1 Ski-king or BoOk of Odes, of the Chinese. 	Of its 
four divisions, viz. kzio-fung, i. e: popular songs of the 
different territories of ancient China, ta-ya and siao ya, 
i. e. iwerial songs, to be used with music at the im-
perial festivals, and sung, i. e.. hymns in honour of 
deceased emperors, and vassal kit!s, the latter, which 
are of a purely sacrificial character, are 	the most 
ancient pieces. 	The three last odes in this fourth 
division go back as far as the commencement of the 
Shang dynasty, which ascended the dragon seat in , 
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the year 1766 i.9., whilst almost all other pieces 
in 	the collection are composed 	from 	the earlier 
part' of the reign of the Chou 	dynasty down 
almost to Confucius' time (from 1120 B.C. till about 
600 n.c.) 

If we consider that the difference of time between 
the purely sacrificial and non-sacrificial hymns of the 
Chinese thus Amounts to about 1,000 years, we 
would not be very wrong in presuming similar inter-
vals to exist between theedifferent hymns of the 
Rigveda. 	Rishis like Kfivya Us'antis, Kakshivat, 
Iliranyastapa, to whom several hymns are traced, 
were' for the Kanvas, Vis'vamitra, Vasishtha, &c. 
as ancient personages; as the emperors Tang (1765 
me.) and Wuwang (1120 n.c.) to Confucius (born 
551 B.C.) 	 . 

On account of the utter want of Indian chronology . 
for the Vedic and post-Vedic times, it will be of 
courtie for ever impossible .to fix exactly the age of 
the several hymns of the Rigveda, as can be done 
with most of the psalms and many of the odes of 
the Shi-king. 	But happily we possess at least one 
astronomical date which furnishes at any rate the 
external proof of the high antiquity of Vedicditera- 
ture, which considerably 	tends to strengthen the 
internal evidence of the same fact. 	I here mean the 

known passage in the Jyotisharn, or 	Vedic fvellwell known  
calendar, about the position of the solstitial points. 

Lt
he position there given carries us back to the year 
181 according to Archdeacon Pratt's, and to 1186 
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p.c. according to the Rei. R. M,ain's calculations." 
The questions on the age of this little treatise- and 
the origin of the Nakshatm 25  system, about which 

21  See the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal of the year 1962, 
pages 49-50. 	Max M filler's Preface to the 4th volume of his edition 
of the Rigveda Sat/frith, page lxxxv.  

Is There can be hardly any doubt, that the Nakshatra system of the 
Indians, Chinese, Persians and Arabs is of a common origin, bqt it 
is very difficult to determine with what nation it originated. 	The 
original number was twenty-eight. 	I do not intend fully to discuss 
here the important question, but I wish only to direct attention to 
the circumstance overlooked as yet by all the writers on the subject, 
that the terms which the Indiath, Arabs, and Chinese use for express-
ing the idea "constellation" have in all the three languages, Sanscrit, 
Chinese, and Arabic, precisely the same meaning, viz. a place where to 
pass the night, a station. 	This is certainly no mere chance, but can 
only be accounted for by the supposition. that the framers of tUe Nak-
shatra system regarded the several Nakshatras as heavenly stations, or 
night quarters, where the travelling Moon was believed to put up on 
his journey through the heavens. 	Let us examine these terms. 

The Chinese 	expression for Nahshatra is Siu (spelt by Morrison 
stilt anti sew, by 	Medhurst Sew with the third or departing tone). 
The character representing it which is to be found under the 40th 
radical, strokes 8 (see Nlorrison's Chinese Dictionary; vol. L page 847) 
is composed of three signs, viz. that for a roof. that for man, and that 
for a hulidred. 	Its original meaning therefore is "a place where a 
hundred men find shelter, a station or night quarters for a company 
of soldiers." 	The word is, as is the case with most of the Chinese 
words, used as a substantive, adjective, and verb. 

As a substantive it denotes " wresting place to pass the night at" with 
a road-house (lu shih) i.e. an inn, or a halting place in general : such 
places were situated at the distance of every thirty Li. 	Thence it is 
metaphorically employed to express the stations on the heavens where 
the travelling moon is supposed to put up. 	In this sense the Chinese 
speak of olh shih pa sits " the twenty-eight halting placei" (on the 
heavens). 

As Iln adjective it means past, former, i.e. the night-quarters which 
were just left. 

In the sense of a verb, but never in that of a substantive, we find it 
frequently used in two of the so-called Sse-shu or four Classical books 

,of the Chinese, viz. the Lun-yu 	the Confucian Analects) and in 
Meng-tse. 	 . 

In order to show the use of this important word in the Classical 
writings, I here quote some instances : 

a) intrans. to pass the night, to stop otter night. Lun-yu 14, 41 • 
tee let sits yu Shih-man, i.e. Tse-lu (one of the most ardent .auli 
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there has been of late so much wrangling among the 
0  few Sanscrit scholars of Europe and Aniefica, are of 

zealous disciples of Confucius) passed the night at Shill-map ; . 
18,7, 3 ibidem : chih Tee-le siu, i.e he detained Tse-lu to pass 
the night (with him). 	tileng-tse 2, 2, II, I : Meng.tse k'iu TA 
sin ye Chow, i.e. Aleng-tse after having left Tel, passed the night 
at Chow; 2, 2, 12, 4, ihidem : 1u can sits fill hers cloak Chow, yu 
yu sin i wet sub, i.e. When I after having stopped for three nights 
left Chow, I thought in my mind my departure to be speedy still. 

b) trans. to wake pass the night, to harp ever night.. Lun-yu 
10, 8, 8: tee ye kung pa Slit jb, when he (Confucius) sacrificed 

• at the Duke's (a-sisted the Duke in sacrificing), he did not keep 
the (sact Mein') flesh over night. 	In this sense it is several times 
metaphorically used ; so Lun-yu • 12, 2, 2 : !sr-lu we siu no, i.e. 
Tse-lu never kept a promise over night (he carried it out at once, 
before he went to rest). 

c) to hat.° taken up his quarters, to bo at rest. 	Lun-yu 7, 26: 
yi4 pa she sit., he (Confucius) shot, but not with an allow and 
stringat (animals) which were at rest (asleep). 

The Arabic word for the Nakshatras is jijo,0 manzil, 	plur. 
jjliss osiendsit, '! %place where to put up, quarters," from the root 
ci..).i to make a journey, to put up at a place as a guest. 

This name for the constellations must be very ancient with the 
Semitic tiations.'for we find it already in the Old Testament (Book of 
the .Kings ii. 23, 5) in the 	form n‘t>r?  inazzaloth ; it hassno proper 
etymology in Hebrew (for the root tli nazal, to which alone it could be 
traced, means tofietr), and is apparently introduced as a foreign word 
from some other Semitic nation; probably the Babylonians. 	The 
Jevrisit commentators had no dear equepption of the proper meaning 
of the word ; they take it to mean star ill general, and then the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac. 	But from the context of the passage in the Book 
of the Kings, just quoted, where it stands together with the moon and 
the whole host of the heavens (" for the moon and the mazzaloth and 
the NVII0'0 host of the heavens") it undoubtedly follows, that its mean-
ing cannot be " star" in general, which idea is expressed by the 
" whole host of the heavens," but something particular in the heavens 
connected with the moon. 	The use of the same word in Arabic for 
expressing the idea of constellation, iteareply maw:ions of the moon, 
proves beyond any doubt, that the nzazzaloth mean the same. 

Now the $auserit word itakshfitra has originally no other meaning 
than either siu or manzil have. 	The arrangement of the meanings of 
this word which is made in lioehtlingk and Roth's Sanscrit Dictionary 
is insufficient and treated with the same superficiality as the majority 
oldie more ditheult Vedic words in that much-lauded work. They make 
it to mean star in' general (sides), the stars, and then constellation, 
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minor importance compared witlj the fact and the 
age of the observation itself. 	That an astronomical 
observation was taken by the Brahmans as pally as 
the 12th century before Christ is proved beyond any 
doubt by the date to be elicited from the observa- 
tion 	itself. 	It astronomical calculations of 	past 
events are of any worth, we must accept as set- 
tled 	tho 	date 	of 	the 	position 	of the 	solstitial 

• 
station of the moan. 	But the very formation of the word by means of 
the suffix atra indicates, that somefiti tig particular must be attached 
to its meaning; compare pntatra a wing, literally a means for flying, 
vadlintra a weapon, literally a Means for striking, ynjntrant the 
keeping of a sacrificial fire, literally the means or place for sacrificing; 
ainatra a drinking vessel, literally a place to which a thing goes 
which holds it. 	According to all analogy we can derive the word 
only from naksh, which is a purely Vedic root, and means to " arrive 

, at." 	Thus nakshatra etymologically means, either the means by 
I which one arrives, or the place where one arrives, a station: 	This 
expresses most adequately the idea attached by the Indians to the 
Nakshatras as mansions for the travelling moon. 	But even if we 
waive this derivation, and make it a compound of link (instead of 
'wind, see Rigveda 7, 71, 1) and satra=.--eattra a session for. the 
night, night quarters, we arrive at the same meaning. 	The latter 
derivation is, I think, even preferable to the former. 	The meanings 
of the word are to be classed as follows: I) station, quarters where 
to pass the night. 	In this send/  it is out of use ; 2) especially the 
stations on the hearens where to travelling moon is supposed to put 
up, the twenty-eight 	constegations ; 	:3) metonymically stars in 
general, the Harry spi,ere (Iligvcda 7, 8(i, I : yaks/introits papra- 
thnehcha bhitina, 	he spread the starry sphere, and the earth). 	The 
latter use is pre-eminently poetical, as poets always can .use pars 
pro tote. 	The nakskattas ns stations of the moon were perfectly 
known to the Rishis, as every one con copvince himself from the many 
passages in the Taittiriva 	lirAlimanam, and the Atharvaveda. 	That 
these books are throughout touch later than the songs of the Rigvecia is 
just what I have strong rettltons to doubt. 	The arrangement of the 
meanings of aakshatra as given here entirely coincides with all. we 
know of the Wm.:my of.cither the word sin in 	Chinese, or inanzil, 
wozznloth in the :ettlitic languages. 	The Chinese, especially poets, 
used the word sin in the sense of sia r, or nors in general, and so did 
the Rabbis in the Ill ',isult atuf the Talmud according to the testimony 
of J edu 	bell 	KIll'icill 	(see GeSellii Thesaurus 	Liogum Helm-tete, et 
Clialthete ii. page 601.)). 
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points as recorded in the Jyoiisham. 	To believe 
that such an observation was imported from some 
foreign country, Babylon or China, would be absurd, 
for there is nothing in it to show, that it cannot have 
been made in the north-western part of India, or a 
closely adjacent country. 	A regulation of the calen- 
dar by such observations .was an absolute necessity 
for the Brahmans ; for the proper time of commencing 
and ending their sacrifices, principally the so-called 
Sattras or sacrificial sessions could not be known 
without an accurate knowledge of the time of the 
sun's northern and southern progress. 	The know- 
ledge of the calendar forms such an essential part of 
the _ritual, that • many important conditions of the 
latter cannot be carried out without the former. 	The 
sacrifices .are allowed to commence only at certain 
lucky constellations, and in certain months. 	So, for 
instance, as a rule, no great sacrifice can commence 
during the sun's southern progress (dahshitulyana) ; 
for this is regarded up to the present day as 	an 
unlucky 	period by 	the OBrahmans, 	in 	which 
even to die is believed to be a misfortune. 	The 
great sacrifices take place generally in spring in the 
months Chaitra and Vais' Otha (April and 	May). 
The Sattras which lasted for one year were, as one 
may learn from a careful perUsal of the 4th book of 
the Aitareya Briihmanam, nothibg but an imitation 
of the sun's yearly course. 	They were divided into 
two distinct parts, each consisting of • six 	months 
of thirty days each ; in the midst of both was the 
Vishuvan, i. e; equator or central day, cutting the 

   
  



INTRODUCTION,. 
	 47 

whole Sattra into two halves. 	The ceremonies were 
in both the halves exactly the same; but they were 
in the 'latter half performed in an inverted order. 
This represents the increase of the days in the 
northern, and their decrease, in the southern 	pro-
gress ; for both, increase and decrease, take place 
exactly, in the same proportions. 

• 
In consideration that these Sattras were already at 

the time of the compilation of the Briihmauas an old 
institution, we certainly can find nothing surprising 
in the circumstance, 	that the 	Indian astronomers 
made the 	observation 	above 	mentioned so early 
as 	the 	.12th 	century B.C. 	For the 	Sattras 	are 
certainly as early, 	if not : earlier than 	this 	time. 
Sattras lasting for sixty years appear even to have 
been known already to the authors of the Brahmauas 
(see page 287).  

Now that observation proves two things beyond 
doubt. (1) That the Indians had made already such a 
considerable progress in astronomical science, early 
in the 12th century, as tilt  enable them to take such 
observations ;*(2) That by that time the whole ritual 
in its main features as laid down in the Brillimatas 
was complete. 

We do not hesitate therefore to assign the com-
position of the bulk of the Brtihmarms to the years 
1400-1200 B.C. ; for the Salhhitil we require a period 
of at' least 500-600 years, with an interval of about two 
hundred years between the end of the proper &Amapa 
period. 	Thus we obtain for the bulk of the SarTahitil 
the space from 1400-2000 ; the oldest hymns and 
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sacrificial formulas may 	be 	a few hundred years 
more ancient still, so that we would fix 	the very 
commencement of Vedic Literature between 2400- 
2000 D.C. 	If we consider the 	completely authenti- 
cated antiquity i seveiral of the sacred books of the 
Chinese, such as the original documents, of which the 
Shu-king, or Book of History, is composed, and the 
antiquity of the sacrificial songs of the Shi-kint, which 
all carry us back to 1700-2200 n.c., it will certainly 
not be surprising that we assign a similar antiquity 
to the most ancient parts of the Vedas. 	- For there 
is nowhere any reason to show, that the Vedas must 
be less ancient than the earliest parts of the sacred 
books of the Chinese, but there is on the contrary 
much ground to believe, that they can fully lay claim 
to the same antiquity. 	Already at the time of the 
composition of . the BrAhmanas, which as we have 
seen, cannot be later than about 1200 n.c., the three 
principal Vedas, i. e. their respective Saiiihitfis, were 
believed to have proceeded directly from the mouth 
of Prajiipati, the lord of thqicreatores, who occupies 
in the early Vedic mythology the same place which 
is, in the later writings, held by Brahma-deva. 	This 
could not have been the case, had they not been 
very ancient. 	In a similar way the Chinese ascribe 
the. ground text of their most ancient and most 
sacred book, the Y-king, i. e. Book of Changes, to 
a kind of revelation too, which was made to Fuld, 
the Adam of the Chinese, by a Dragon horse, called 
Luny-ma.  

Speculations on the nature of the sacrificial rites, 
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and cognate topics of a mystical character which 
form the proper sphere of the Brahmauas, com-
menced already during the Safi-1114a period, as one 
may learn from such hymns as Rigveda 1, 95, and 
the so-called Vamana Siikta 1, 164. 	Even at the 
time of the composition of the pre;ent Brahmauas, 
there existed already some time-hallowed sayings, 
which resemble in every respect those dicta of the 
Brahma priests, of which the bulk of the Brahmapas 
consists. 	I instance here the Brahmodyam (Ait. Br. 
5, 25), which was used already at that time at the 
conclusion of the tenth day's performance of the 
Dvadas'alia sacrifice. 	It is, therefore, very difficult 
to . draw a strict line of separation 	between the 
period during which the hymns were composed, 
and that one which brought forward the speculations 
known by the name" of Briihmauas. 	On a more 
close comparison of the mystical parts of the Salaita 
with the Briihmanas, one must come to the conclu-
sion, that the latter were commenced already during 
period of the former.  

Let us say a few words on the division made of 
the contents of the Briihmanas by the Indian divines 
and philosophers. 	According to the introductory 
chapters to the Iliranyakes'i (and Apastamba Skras) 
the  t3rahmanas contain the followinzlapiEs :— 

(1) 	Karmavidhanam, or vidhi, i. e. rules on the 
performance of particular rites. 	To 	this class all 
those sentences in the Briihmanas are referred which 
contain an order expressed in the potential mood, 
such as yajeta, lie ought to sacrifice; 1 aihsei, he ought 
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to repeat (such and such a verse); hurylit, he ought 
to proceed (in such or such a way), &c. 	This is 
the principal part of the Brahmanas, and has for 
the Brahmans about the same significance as in the 
Talmudic Literature the halahali has for the Jews; 
it is simply authoritative. 

(2) 	Arlhaviida. 	This term comprises the numer- 
ous explanatory remarks on the meaning of mantras 
and particular rites, the reasons why a certain rite 
must be performed in a certain way. 	This is the 
speculative part, and is on account of its contain-
ing the germs of all Hindu philosophy, and even of 
grammar, of 	the 	greatest 	importance. 	There 	is 
nowhere anything like an approach to a regular 
system 	perceptible, but 	only occasional remarks 
bearing on philosophical and grammatical topics. 
For the history of grammar, the fifth Palichika of 
the Aitareya Brahmanam is of a particular interest. 
We learn from it, that at that time not only numerous 
attempts were made to explain the m-aning of words 
by etymology, but that the Brahmans even_ had 
already commenced,. to 17al  a 	rseii—.1—e —rormsot speech 
by 'making distinctions between singular and plural, 
present, past, and future tenses, &e. 	The idea of 
multi or final absorption in the Supreme Being, as 
taught in the later Vediinta philosophy, is even with 
most of its particulars spoken out in several of those 
explanatory remarks. 	I allude here to the frequently 
occurring terms,,sayilyaid junction, sari paid identity 
of form, salokatd identity of place, which mark in 
the latter times different stages of the final beatitude. 
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The principal tendency of this part .is, to show the 
close connection of the visible and einvisible worlds, 
between things on earth, and their counterparts or 
prototypes in heaven. 	Pantheistic ideas pervade all 
the Brillimanas, and are already traceable in hymns 
of the Safiihit'a. 

(3) In(A„s,.._i 	ensure. 	This 	refers 	principally to 
the controversial remarks contained 	in 	all 	Brlih- 
manas. 	There was amongst these ancient divines 
and metaphysicians often difference of opinion as to 
the performance of a certain rite, or the choice of a 
particular mantra, or their meaning. 	One criticised 
the practice 	of 	the 	other, and 	condemned 	its 
application often in the strongest terms. 	The cen- 
sure is generally introduced by the expression " but 
this opinion is not to be attended to." The sacrificers 
are often cautioned from adopting such a malprac-
tice, by the assertion that if a priest would proceed in 
such or such a way, the sacrificer would lose his life, 
be burned by the sacrificial fire, &c. 

(4) S'aliaii, i. e. praise, recommendation. 	This 
part comprises principally those phrases which ex-
press that the performance of such .or such a rite, 
with the proper knowledge, produces the effect de- 
sired. 	They almost invariably contain the expres- 
sion, ya awns veda, i. e. who has such a knowledge. 
The extreme frequency of this phrase in the Brillt- 
manas, and Upanishads, is probably 	the 	reason, 
that the whole sacred knowledge was comprised 
afterwards only by the general term veda. 	Originally 

50477 
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it appears to have applied to Brtihmana like sen-
tences and explanations only. 

(5) Purahalpa, i. e. performance of sacrificial rites 
in former times. 	Under this head come the nu- 
merous stories of the fights of the Devas and Asuras, 
to which the origin of many rites is attributed, as 
also all legends on the sacrifices performed by the 
gods. 	This very interesting part forms.the histori- 
cal (or rather legendary) background of the whole 
sacrificial art. 	All rites were traced to the gods 
as their originators, or even to PrajApati, the Su- 
preme Being, the Lord of creatures. 	We can derive 
one important historical fact from the legends on the 
fight between the Devas and Asuras, viz. that the 
religious contest between the ancient Indians (re-
presented by the Devas), and the Iranians (repre-
sented by the A suras, contained in the name Ahura-
mazda=Ormazd) took place long before the time of 
the composition of the Brahmanas, that is, before the 
12th century B.C. 	This is another proof corrobora- 
tive of the high antiquity ascribed by Grecian writers 
to Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the prophet of the Asura 
nation (Iranians) who did manfully battle against 
idolatry and the worship of the Devas, branded by 
him as " devils." 	That contest which must have 
been lasting for many years appeared to the writers 
of the Briihmanas as old as the feats of King Arthur 
appear to English writers of the nineteenth century. 

(6) Parahriti, i. e. the achievement or feat of 
another. 	This head comprises the stories of certain 
performances of renowned Shrotriyas, or sacrificial 
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priests, of gifts presented by kings to Brahmans, the 
successes they 	achieved. 	The last 	book 	of the 
Aitareya particularly is full of this class of topics. 

These six heads  are often, however, brought only 
under two principal ones, viz. vidhi, and arthaviida• 
The lattei then comprises all that is not injunction, 
that is, all topics from 2 to 6. 	This philosophical 
division exactly correeponds to the division of the 
contents of The Talmild by the Jewish Rabbis into 
two principal Arts, viz : halahah, i. e. rule of con-
duct, which is as authoritative as the tharak (law 
of Moses), and haggadah, i. e. story, parable, and in 
fact everything illustrative of the farmp_r. 

'I. 
The. Aitareya Briihmananz in particular. 

The Aitareya Briihmanam is one of the collections 
IN' the sayings of ancient Brahma 	priests .(divines 
and philosophers) illustrative and explanatory of the 

1.-.Fare-roTTh.  t e so-called Hotri- riests. 	The latter 
performing the principal Ott of their duties by means 
of the mantras, termed rik, and contained in" the 
so-called Rigveda Saillhitti, the Aitareya is therefore 
one of the Briihmanas belonging to the' Rigveda. 
There must have•been, as we may learn from Pttr.iini .  
and Patarijalis MaUbh'ashya, a much larger number 
of Brahmanas belonging to each Veda ; and even 
Sayana, who lived only about four hundred years 
ago, was acquainted with more than we have now. 
To the Rigveda weknow at present besides the 

f * 
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Aitareya, only the Kfinshitaki Briihmanatn, which 
is also called 	Sfilikliyana. 	Both appear to have 
been known to the grammarian Piluini,' as one may 
gather from th% rule (v. 1, 62) which he gives 	re- - 
garding the formation of names Of Brahmanas con-
sistin& of thirty and forty Adhyfiyas; for the Kau-
shltaft actually consists of thirty and. the Aitareya of 
forty Adhyfiyas, which were'afterwards divided into 
eight 	Pailchikfis, each 	of which 	comprises 	five 
• Adbyfiyas.  

The name "Aitareya" is by Indian tradition traced 
to hard. 	Sfiyana tells regarding the origin of the,  
name and of. the Brahmana itself, in his introduction 
to the Aitareya Brahmauatn, the following story, On 
the authority of the salizEradaya-vida4, i. e. men • 
versed in 	traditional 	stones. 	An 	ancient 	Rishi 

• had among his many wives one who was called 
hard. 	She had a son Maltidasa by name, who is•  
mentioned in the 	Aitareya 	Aranyaka as • Mahi 
(Lisa Aitareya. 	The Rishi perferred the sons of 
his 	othef wives 	to 	MahiCIfisa, 	and 	went 	even 
•so far as to insult him once 	by, placing all his 
other children 	in 	his lap 	to 	his exclusion. 	His 
mIther, grieved at this• ill treatment of her son, 
pra,yed to her family deity (kuladevatei), the Earth 
(41aismi), who appeared in her celestial form in the 
midst of the assembly, placed him on a 	throne 
(silialidsana), and gave him as a token of honour for 
his surpassing all other children in learning a boon 

1  The attention of Sanscrit scholars ove first directed by Professor 
Weber at I3erlin to this circumstance. 
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(vara.  ) which had the appearance of a Brahmapa. 
After having received this gift, a Brahmanam con-
sisting of forty • Adhyayas, which commenced with 
the words aoizir viii devhdtm avamo (the first sentence 
of the Aitareya), and ended with stripte strittute 
(the two last words of the. Aitareya) came forth 
through the mind of Mahidilsa. 	Afterwards 	the 
Brahmaxpm, commencing with atha mahcivratam (the 
beginning Words of the first Aitareya Arapyaka) and 
ending with ticarya etchetrya (the two last words of ' 
the third Aranyaka)2  was also revealed in the shape , 
of the.vow of an hermits (aranyakavratarzlpgm). 
.The Aitareya Bifihmanarn, as well as the kfiushl-

taki, do not treat of all the sacrifices and sacrificial 
rites which are mentived• and described in the 
books of Yajurveda, which may be (principally the 
Sutras) regarded as the proper sacrificial encyclo- 
pedia;. 	They were, however, perfectly well knows} 
to the authors of these Bramanas, as We may 
learn from the fact, that the names 	of 	several 
sacrifices, such as Vfijapeya, Aptoryama (she 3, 41) 
are 	mentioned 	without 	the 	description 	of the 
rituals belonging to them. Several things concerning 

2  This remark throws some light on the relationship in which the 
live treatises, of which the present Aitareya Aranyaka consists, and 
each of which bears the name cirapyaka, stand to one another. 	Only 
the three first Aranyakas were according to this notice regarded 
as a divine revelation to the Aitareya Rishi ; the two others are then 
later additions, and did not form originally part of the Aitareya 
Aranyaita. 

According to Brahmanical ideas, a vow, a curse,. a blessing, &c. 
can assume a visible form, and so become manilet to the mental 
eyes of men. 	 — 
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the Hotris whose duties principally are treated at 
every Soma sacrifice are left out. 	So the ceremony 
of choosing the 	sacrificial 	priests (ritvig-varc .zam) 
bly the sacrificer, including the Ilotars, is left out, 
as Sfiyaua has already observed. 	But every Hitutra- 
prayoga, i. e. practical hand-book for the 	Hotri- 
priests (for each sacrifice there are separate prayogas 
for each set of priests required), commences with it; 
the topic is generally treated in the Siltras belonging 
to the YaJurveda ; the principal mantras required at 
that occasion are to be found in the first chapter of 
the Tiiimbra Brahmanam of the Silmaveda4 The 
dialogue used at this occasion is interesting, - axe 
throws some light on the nature and character of some 
sacrifices; therefore 1 give here some account of it. 

The person who wishes to perform'the Agnishtoma 
sacrifice, 	for 	instance, sends 	a 	delegate 	called 
4Sontapraviiha 	to all 	S'rotriyas 	(sacrificial 	priests) 
whose services he wishes to engage for his forth-
coming Soma sacrifice, to ask whether they would 
be willing to  officiate at this 	occasion. 	The dia- 
logue between the SomapraVaka and the Hotar is as 
follows : S. " There will be a 46oma sacrifice of such 
and such one ; you are respectfully requested to act 
as Hotar at it." 	H. " What sacrifice is it ?" 	S. 
" The fliotishtoma-Agnishtoma-Soma sacrifice." 	H. 
" What priests (ritvijalt) will officiate ? " S. " Vishnu, 
Mitrar &c. 	H. 	" What is the reward for the 
priests ?" 	S. 	" One hundred and twelve. cows." 

• 
4  The priests reftesent the gods. 	• 
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If the priests have accepted the invitation, then the 
sacrificer has actually to appoint thee to their re- 
spective offices. 	This is the varawint or selection 
(of the priests). 

The sacrificer first mentions the gods who are to 
act as his priests, " Agni (the fire) is my Hotar, A ditya 
(the sun) my Adhvaryu, the Moon my Brahma, Par-
janya (the god of rain) my Udgzitar, the Sky ((Melia) 
is my Sadasy'a (superintendent), the waters are my 
Hotrlis'affisis (all the minor Hotri-priests) ; the 	rays 
my Chamasa A dhvaryus (cup-bearers). 	These divine 
priests I choose (for my sacrifice)." 	After having 
thus appointed the gods, who are to act as his 
divine 	priests, he now proceeds 	to appoint 	the 
" human" (nuinusha) priests. 	This is at the Agnish- 
toma done with the following formula," I (the name) 
of such and such a Gotra, will bring the Jyotishtoma 
sacrifice by means of its Agnislitoma part, with the 
Rathantara-Pyishtha, four Stomas (the nine, fifteen, 
seventeen and twenty-one-fold), for which ten things, 
cows and so on are required, and for which as fee 
one hundred and twelve cows must be given. 	At 
this sacrifice be thou my Hotar." 	The Hotar then 
accepts the appointment by the following formula : 
" May the great thing thou spokest of (unto me), the 
'splendour thou spokest of, the glory thou spokest of, 
the Stoma thou spokest of, the way of performance 
thou spokest of, the enjoyment thou spokest of, the 
satisfaction thou spokest of ; 	may 	all that thou 
spokest of come to me ; may it enter me; may I have 
enjoyment through it. 	Agni is thy Ilotar. 	He is 
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thy (divine) Hotar. I am thy (human) Hotar." 	All 
priests are alSpointed in the same way, and by the 
same formulas. 

After this disgression let us discuss.  the contents 
of the Aitareya 	Briihmanam. 	It treats in its eight 
books, or forty chapters, each of which is subdivided 
into a certain number of howlikcis, i. e. small sections, 
paragraphs, as we have seen, almost exclusively of 
the duties of the seven Hotri-priests at the great 
Soma s4crifices, and the different royal inauguration 
ceremonies. 	All minor sacrifices 	and 	Ishtis, al- 
though. they require the services of a Hotar, are 
excluded. 	The Hotri7priests are to be divided into 
three distinct classes : 1) The Hotar, the chief of 
all Hotri-priests. 	2) 	The Hotrahas, i. e. the little 
Hotras ; these are, Maitrilvaruna (Pras'astar) Bra- 
maniichliailsi, 	and 	Achhiivhka. 	3) 	The 	Hotrii- 
s'aiiisin4, i. e. the repeaters of the Hotri verses; they 
are, Potar, Neshtar, and Agnidhra. 

The first thirteen chapters (the two first books, 
and the three first chapters of the third) treat of the 
duties of the chief Hotar at the Agnislitoma Soma 
sacrifice only; for this is the model (prahriti) of 
all Soma sacrifices which last fol. one day only (the 
so-called aikiihihas); all other Soma sacrifices of the 
same duration are mere modifications (vihriti) of it. 
It is regarded as an integral part of the Jyotishtoma, 
and said to consist of the following seven sacri-
fices: 1) Agnishtoma, 2) Atyagnishtoma, 3) Ukthya, 
4) Sholas'i, 5) Atiratra, 6) Vajapeya, 7) A ptorytima 
(As'ir. S'r. S. 6, 11). 	In many places, however, the 
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term 	3yotishtoMa 	is 	equivalent 	to 	Agnishtoma, 
The Aitareya does not know these seven parts, as 
belOnging together, but simply remarks, that they 
follow 	the Agnishtoma 	as their 	prahriti 	(3, 41). 
The Atyagnishtoma is not even mentioned in it 
at all. 

All the duties of the Hotar at the Agnishtoma are 
mentioned almost in the exact order in which they 
are required. 	It lasts generally for five days. 	The 
ceremonies are then divided as follows : 

First day.—Preliminary ceremonies, such as the 
election of the priests, giving them presents (madhu-
parha), the Dikshanlya Ishti, and the Diksha itself. 

Second day.—The Pry yaniya or opening Ishti ; 
the 	buying 	of 	the 	Soma; the 	Atithya 	Ishti, 
Pravargya, and Upasad twice (once in the forenoon, 
and once in the afte►noon). 

Third day.—Pravargya and Upasad twice again. 
Fourth day.—Agniprarlayanam, Agni-Soma-pra- 

nayamm, 	tlavirdl►ana pranayanam. 	The ,animal 
sacrifice. 

Fifth day.—The squeezing, offering, and drinking 
of the Soma juice at the three great Libations, viz. 
the morning, midday, and evening Libations. 	The 
concluding Ishti (udayanlya). 	Ablution '(avald,rita). 

The ceremonies of the four first days are only 
introducto►y, but absolutely necessary ; for without 
them no one is allowed to sacrifice and drink the 
Soma juice'. 	The Soma ceremony is the holiest rite 
in the whole Brahmanical service, just as the Holm 
ceremony of the Parsi priests is regarded by them as 
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the most sacred performance. 	No Parsi 	priest is 
allowed to perform it, if he does not very .frequently 
undergo the great purification ceremony, called the 
Barashnom 	of nine nights. 	in 	the same 	way 
every Brahman has, as often as he brings a Soma 
sacrifice, to 	undergo 	the Dikslitt 	(see 1, 3; 4, 26), 
One such ceremony is even not considered sufficient. 
For the sacrifice has, besides the Dikshii, to undergo 
the Pravargya, which is a similar preparation for the 
great Soma day. 	Even the animal sacrifice must 
precede the solemn Soma festival; for it is of minor 
importance. 	The animal is instead of the sacrificer 
himself. 	The animal when sacrified in the fire, goes 
to the gods, and so does the sacrificer in the shape 
of the animal (see page 80 of the translation). 	The 
animal sacrifice is vicarious. 	Being thus received 
among the gods, the sacrificer is deemed worthy to 
enjoy the divine beverage, the Soma, and participate 
in the heavenly king, who is Soma. 	The drinking 
of the Soma juice makes him a new man; though 
a new celestial body had been prepared for him at 
the Pravargya ceremony, the enjoyment of the Soma 
beverage transforms him again ; for the nectar of the 
gods flows for the first time in This veins, purifying 
and sanctifying him. 	This last birth to the complete 
enjoyment of all 	divine rights is symbolically indi- 
cated in 	the 	rites 	of the morning libation 	(see 
32, 35 ; 38; 3, 2). 

The principal features of this Agnishtoma sacrifice 
must be very ancient. 	For we discover them almost 
complete with the Parsis.. 	They also do not prepare 
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the corresponding Iloma (Soma) juice alone, but it 
must always be accompanied with other offerings. 
The PurodAs'a of the Brahmans, which always be-
longs to a Soma libation, is represented by the 
Di'Iran (holy bread), the animal offering indicated 
by the ring of hair (varas'a) taken from an ox, 
to be placed on 	the same table with the Iloma. 
The 	Homa 	shoots 	are 	treated in 	the 	same 
way, when brought to the spot, 	as the Brahmans 
treat them. 	The 	Parsi priest sprinkles them with 
water,5  which is exactly the itprjii yam& ceremony of 
the Brahmans. 	He must go round the fire with 
the Homa just as the Brahmans carry the Sonia 
round the sacrificial cdmpound 	(see 1, 14). 	The 
ceremonies of preparing and drinking both the Homa 
and Soma juice are quite similar.° 	The water re- 
quired for it must be consecrated, which exactly 
corresponds to the Vmativaris dad 	Ekadhanils of 
the Brahmanical Soma service (2, 20). 	The Zota 
of the 	Parsis drinks his cup filled with Iloma in 
three turns, so does the Hotar also from the •Gralia. 
After the libation has been poured from the Grahas 
into the fire, and drunk by the Hotar, the Stotras 
are chanted, and then the Shastras belonging to 
them 	recited. 	In a similar way the Zota priest 
repeats, shortly aftei having enjoyed the Iloma, the 
Giitilds of Zarathustra Spitatna (Zoroaster), which 

$ The mantra repented at that occasion is Yas'na 10, 1, " :May 
the water-drops (sprinkled over the Iloma) fall to the destruction of 
the Devas, and Devie." 

6  Compare notes 8 on page 118, .5 on page 181,14 on page 1!;7, 
and my 	Essays ou the Sacred Language, S:e. of the l'ilyt.iR, pages 
132-33,167. 
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are metrical compositions, and represent the Shastras 
of the Bral►manical Soma service. 	He must repeat 
five such Gathas, just as there are five Shastras, at 
the morning and midday libations, and at the Ukthya 
Soma sacrifice at the evening libations also. 

These are only a few of The points of comparison 
which I could easily enlarge ; 	but 	they will be 
sufficient 	to 	show, that 	the Agnisl►toma 	Soma 
sacrifice was originally the same ceremony as the 
Homa rite of the Parsi priests. 	The opinions of 
both the Brahmans and Parsis on the effect of the 
drinking of •the Soma (Homal juice are besides 
exactly the same. 	The Brahmans believe that it 
leads to heaven; so do the Parsi priests. They say, 
that Homa is a plant, and a great angel. 	Any one 
who has drunk the Homa juice becomes united 
with this angel, and after his death an inhabitant of 
paradise. 	For the juice which is in the body of the 
priest who has drunk him, goes to heaven, and 

6connects him mystically with the angel. 

With particular care are the so-called Shastras or 
recitations of the 	Hotri 	priests 	treated 	in 	the 
Aitareya Brahmarlam. 	The fifth chapter• of the se- 
cond, and the three first chapters of the third book are 
entirely taken up with the exposition of the Shastras 
of the Hotar at the morning, midday, and evening 
libations. 	As the reader may learn from a perusal 
principally of the third book, the Shastras always 
belong to Stot►•as or performances by the Simla 
singers, viz. the Udgkar or chief singer, the Pras- 
totar who chants the 	prelude, and the Pratihartar 
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who chants the response. 	Their recitations must be 
very ancient, as 	we have seen ; for they are by 
the name uhtha (exactly corresponding to ukhdhem 
in the Zend language) frequently mentioned in the 
Saiaitfi. 	A closer examination of them will throw 
much light on the history of the composition of the 
Vedic hymns. 	As ancient as the Shastras are the 
Stomas, the exposition of which forms one of the 
topics 	of - the 	Sfimaveda 	Prfilimanas 	(see note 
18 on page 237-38). 	The word stoma is in the 
form 	stoma 	also 	known 	in 	the 	Zend-Avesta. 
The Parsi priests understand by it 	a 	particular 
sacrificial ceremony of minor 	importance, 	which 
consists in consecrating •a 	meal (meat is at this 
occasion indispensable) in the honour of an angel 
or a deceased person, to be enjoyed afterwards by 
the whole party assembled. 	That the idea of " sacri- 
ficial rite" was attached also by the Brahmans to the 
word, clearly follows from the terms, Agnishtoma 
and Jyotishoma. 	The musical performance which 
was originally alone called a Stoma, formed a neces-
sary part of certain sacrifices, and was then, as pars 
pro toto, applied to the whole rite. 

The universal character of the Agnishtoma and its 
meaning is treated especially in the fourth chapter of 
the third book. 	In its last chapter, and in the two 
first of the fourth, the principal modifications of the 
Agnislitoma are mentioned, and briefly described, 
viz. the Ukthya, Sholasi, and Atirfitra, along with 
the As'vina Shastra. 

The Atiratra sacrifice 	introduces, however, the 
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Sattras or sacrificial sessions, the principal rules for 
the Hotyi performances of which are laid down in 
the third chapter of the fourth book. 	They are ap-
plicable for Sattras which last for a whole year. 
The two last chapters of the fourth, and the first four 
chapters of the fifth book describe very minutely 
.the duties of the Hotar during the ten 	prinicpal 
days of the Dvadas'alia, which may he performed as a 
Sattra, or as a Ahina (a Soma sacrifice lasting for 
more than one, and less than thirteen days). 

The last chapter of the fifth book is taken up with 
miscellaneous matter, such as the penances required 
of an Agnihotri when he becomes guilty of some 
fault, or if some misfortune should befal him regard-
ing his duties towards his sacred fires, and the ques-
tion, whether the Agnihotrarn (daily burnt offering) is 
to be offered before or after sunrise ; it further treats 
of the duties of the Brahma priest, how he has to 
perform the penances for mistakes committed by any 
one of the performing priests.  

The whole sixth book treats, after some remarks 
on the offices of the Gravastut and Subrahmanya, 
almost exclusively of the duties of the six minor 
Hotyi-priests, principally at the great Soma sacrifices, 
which last for one week at least, or for a series of 
weeks (shalalia). 	We find in it descriptions of the 
so-called Shilpa Shastras, or " skilful (rather very 
artificial) recitations" of the minor Hotars. 	These 
Shastras, principally the Valakhilyas, the Vyishakapi, 
Evay(imarut, and the so-called KuntApa hymns, are 
no doubt the latest additions, looking like deem.- 
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tions, to the ritual of the IIotri-priests. 	The whole 
book has the appearance of a supplement to the 
fourth and fifth. 

The seventh and eighth books treat principally of 
the sacrifices of the Kshattriyas and the relationship 
in which the princes stand to the Brahmans. 	They 
are, from an historical point of view, the most import-
ant part of the whole Brahmanam. 

The seventh book describes first the division of 
the sacrificial animal into thirty-six single pieces, 
and their distribution among the officiating priests, 
the sacrificer, his wife, and other persons connected 
with the performance of the sacrifice. 

Then follows a chapter of penances for neglects on 
the part of an Agnihotri, or mishaps which might 
befal him. 	This is a continuation of the fifth chap-
ter in the fifth book. 

In the third chapter we are introduced to the rites 
of the princely inauguration ceremonies connected 
with a sacrifice, by the story of S'unqls'epa. 	On 
account of its 	containing Mk verses, as 	well us 
(Wallas (stanzas) it was to be told to the king on the 
day of its inauguration by the Ilotar. 	The story is 
highly interesting; for it proves beyond doubt the 
existence of human sacrifices 	among the ancient 
Brahmans, and shows that they were in a half savage 
state; for we find here a Brahman selling his son to 
a prince to be immolated. 

Now three kinds of such inauguratory sacrifices 
for the king, 	called I? *asilyas, arc described, viz. 

0  'I' 
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1bhisheka; Punarabkidiehn, and Makiiblasheha. The 
principal part of all thCse • ceremonies 	consists in 
the sprinkling of holy water over the head of the 
kings, which is called abhisheka. 	It corresponds to 
the ceremony of anointing the kings with the Jews. 
It is of particular interest to observe that the Brah- 
mans at this occasion did not allow the king 	to 
drink the proper Soma juice, but that he had to drink 
instead of it, a beverage prepared from the roots and 
leaves of several trees. 	The enjoyment of the Soma 
juice was a privilege reserved by the Brahmans to 
themselves alone. 	The king was, properly speaking, 
even not entitled to bring a sacrifice at all. 	It was 
only for the sake of the most extravagant gifts which 
the shrewd Brahmans extorted from kings for their 
offices, that they allowed him to bring a sacrifice, 
But before he.could do so, he was to be made first 
a Brahman himself; at the conclusion of the cere-
mony he had, however, to resign his Bralimanship, 
and retuin to his former caste. 

The last chapter of the BrAmanam is taken up 
with,the appointment by the king of a duly qualified 
Brahman to the office of a house-priest, 	who iE, 

i called purohita, i. e. president, superintendent. 	The 
word, as well as the office, must be very ancient ; for 
we find it not only in the Saiiihith of the lligveda, 
but even in the Zend-Avesta. 	It is, as to etymology, 
the same word as paradhata,7  which is generally 

The word purohein is composed of mows before, nod'hita placed 
(from the root dha); so paraahata also; Aura is the Zend form of 
purr/ before, which is equiialent to pores, and dhata is the Zend par-
ticiple of the root dha. 
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the epithet of one of the most ancient Iranian heroes, 
of Mies/102.1k (see Yaslits 5, N ; 9, 3 ; 15, 7 ; 17, 24 
ed. Westergaard) the flosheng of the Shilhniimalt. 
The 	later 	Iranian 	legends, 	as preserved in the 
Shiihnftmah, made of the paradhlaas a whole, dy-
nasty of kings, which they call Peshdadians (the 
modern Persian corruption of the primitive para- 
(Mita) who then precede the Kayanians (the Kavis 
of the -Vedas). 	This shows that the institution of a 
Purohita, who was not only a' mere house-priest, 
but a political functionary, goes back to that early 
period of history when the Iranians and 	Indians 
lived peacefully together as one nation. 	The Para- 
dhiitas of the Iranian kings appear however not to 
have been as successful in making'the Shahs of Iran 
their slaves, as the Indian Purobitas were in enslav-
ing the Indian illijas in the boUds of a spiritual 
thraldom. 	How 	far the Brahmans 	must have 
succeeded in carrying out their designs of a spiritual 
supremacy over the royal caste, every reader may 
learn from this last chapter, and convince himself at 
he same time that hierarchical rule was known in 
he world more than a thousand years before the 
oundation of the See of St. Peter. 

The ceremonial part of the last book is much en- 
Livened by short stories of kings who were said to 
have performed the "great inauguration ceremony," 
and of course attained to supreme rule over the 
whole earth (that is to say, of three or four Indian 
principalities). 	It is an imitation of the ceremony 
by which the gods are said to have installed Indra 
Lo the sovereignty over them. 	The whole concludes 
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with the description of a magical performance (they 
are called hriiya) by means of which a king can 
destroy secretly all his.enemies. 

After this summary statement of the contents of 
the Aitareya BrAhmanam, the question arises whe-
ther the work in its present form is the composition 
of one author or of several. 	Although there is, as 
we have seen, a certain plan perceptible, in the ar-
rangement of the subject matter, we may easily dis-
tinguish some repetitions, discrepancies, and inter-
polations, which are hardly explicable if the book 
had only one author. 	So we find the Ajya hymn 
at the morning libation twice explained in 2, 40 and 
41, 	but with slight differences ; the origin of the 
formula, agnir deveddliali is mentioned twice 2, 33 
and 39, but in the former passage it is called vivid, 
whilst in the latter the name " Puroruk" is.  given 
to it. 	The four last kanqiktis in the second book 
38-41 appear to be a kind of appendix taken from 
some other source. 	The piece 5, 27 is identical with 
7, 3 ; 6, 5 and 17 treat in the main of the same topic, 
the relation between Stotriya and AnurCipa at the 
Ahina sacrifices. 	There are several repetitions in the 
8th book ; so the 13th kandikii is identical with 
the 18th and the 14th with the 19th. 	The 10th and 
11th kanqilats in the seventh book are evidently in-
terpolations, interrupting the context, and exhibiting 
a,different style. 	The latter is very remarkable on 
account of its mentioning two other Vedic S'Altits 
by their names, viz. Paingya and Krinshitaki ; it 
appears to have appertained to an old treatise on 
astronomy. 
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The style of the Brillimanam 	is on the whole 
uniform. 	There are certain phrases which constantly 
re-occur in the work, as for instance, " what is at the 
sacrifice appropriate, that is successful, when the 
verse (which is repeated) alludes to the ceremony 
which is being performed ; " "(he who should observe 
a Hotar do so contrary to the precept) should tell 
hie that the sacrificer would die; thus it always 
happens;" ." This is done for production (prajfityiii)," 
&c. 	The language is, of course, like that of all 
Brillimanas, more recent than that of the Saiiihitti ; 
but it is, however, not the classical Sanscrit. 	Purely 
Vedic forms occur, such as the infinitive forms in 
tos, e. g. harttos, artlos, roddhos, mathitos (see 1, 10; 
2, 20) generally dependent on livara, i. e. able, who 
has the power, Os' varah horttok he has the power 
to do ; is'varo roddhols, he has the power to obstruct, 
&c.), startardi (from 	sir° ; 	stomehhir 	instead of 
stomdir (4, 15) &c. 

The bulk of the work appears to have proceeded 
from one author; some additions were made after- 
wards. 	As regards the materials which our author, 
whom we may (with StiyaKta in various places of 
his commentary) call the Aitareya Rishi, that is, 
the Rishi of the Aitareya sakha of the Rigveda, 
used 	for the 	compilation 	of his work, 	we can 
principally 	distinguish four 	kinds, 	viz. 	l) 	Sa- 
cred 	texts 	and 	 formulas, 	such 	as the 	Adlnigu 
Praisha 	mantra 	(2, 6, 7), 	the livid (2, 34) &c. 

8  The phrase is always elliptical ; it is only ya mutt !wily& , if any 
one should tell him ; but the meinine of the whole phrase is only that 
ono which is here (and in the translation) given. 
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which are, as we have seen, more ancient than the 
majority of the 	hymns; 2) 	Gdthd, i. e. stanzas, 
principally impromptus 	on 	sacrificial things, and 
topics of a more worldly nature, and Itihii sas,i. e. 
stories'; 3) Rules on the performance of the duties of 
the Hotripriests; 	4) Theological expositions of the 
meaning of mantras, sacred rites, &c. according to 
the teaching of the most eminent Brahmtt priests 
who preceded our author.  

These materials were worked together by him, but 
not without many additions of his own, and with the 
view to present to the followers of his SIkhii a kind 
of encyclopedias of theological learning, and a supple-
ment to their Veda. The theology of his S'ilkha being 
founded on the hymns of the Rishis, and the latter 
being repeated by 	the Hotri-priests only at the 
sacrifices, he confined himself for the most part to 
the speculations of the Hotris and their duties. 	The 
aim of 	our 	author was like 	that 	of all 	other 
BrMimana compilers, a double one, Viz. to serve 
practical as well as theoretical ends. 	From a prac-
tical point of view it was to be a guide to the re-
peaters of the mantras of the Rigveda in some of 
their most important performances; but as regards 
the theoretical one, the author intended to instruct 
them on the real ends of their profession, viz. to make 
the sacrificer, by means of the mystical power ascrib-
ed to the mantras, either attain to anything he might 
wish for, or if the Hotar should from some reason 
or other choose to do so, to deprive him through 
the same power of his property, children, and life. 
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The Hotris could learn from such a book how great 
their power was as the preservers of the sacred Rik 
verses. 	Every one who wished to perform a sacri- 
fice as the only means for obtaining the favour of the 
gods, was entirely given up to the hands of the 
Hotri-priests, who could do with him what they 
pleased. 

The mantras referred to are, for the most part, to 
be found in the Rigveda Saiiihitii which we have 
at piesento There 	are, however, several quoted, 
which are not to be met with in it, whence we must 
(conclude, that the Saffihita of the Aitareyins be-
longed to a STikha different from that one (the 
Slikala S'akha) which is at present only known to 
us. 	As'valctyana, in his S'aiuta &Arm, which are, 
•as we have seen, founded on the Aitareya Briihma-
nam, generally supplies the text of those mantras 
which are wanting in the Saffihitii. 	Several of them 
are in the Atharvaveda Sailhita, but they generally 
show different readings. 	In comparing both, those 
in the A'svalayana Skras, and those in the Athar-
vaveda Sai'URA, we find that, if there is any dif-
ference, the text of the Atharva is then always in- 
correct. 	It is remarkable that we do not only dis- 
cover some relationship between the supposed sakha 
of the Aitareyins and the Atharvaveda Saiiihita, but 
also between the Aitareya and Gopatha Brahinanam. 
Whole kakiqik3s of the Aitareya, such as those on 
the Vashatkara (3, 7-8) on Atirkra (4, 5) are almost 
literally to be found in the Gopatha Briihmanam of 
the Atharvaveda. 

The author's own additions consisted principally 
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in critical remarks, recommending certain practice 
and rejecting others, statement of reasons., why a 
particular rite must be 	performed in a particular 
way, and explanations of apparent anomalies in the 
ritual. 	The author does never, however, speak in 
the first person ; for the whole has the appearance 
of a tradition having descended from him. 	He is 
referred to only in the third person by the words, 
taddha smitha, " this he told." 	The theologians 
whose opinions are either accepted or rejected, are 
generally mentioned in the third person plural by 
the words " they say." 	Now and then they are 
called mahiivadah, i. e. the speakers of great things. 
But their real name appears to have been Brahma-
radius, i. e. the speakers on Brahma (theologians, 
divines), which term we frequently 	meet in the 
Taittiriya Veda (Black Yajurveda). 

The work was, like the other BrAlimanas, no doubt, 
like the Safithitist, orally handed down. 	Some exter- 
nal mark is still visible. 	At the end of each Adhriya 
the last word, or phrase, is put twice. 	The same 
fact we observe in all other Briihmanas as well as 
in the Sittras. 	This was evidently a mark for the 
repeater as well as the hearer by which to recognise 
the end of a chapter, each of which formed a little 
treatise for itself. 

Regarding the repetition of the BrAhmarpm we 
have to remark, that it is done in a very slow tone, 
but quite monotonously, whilst the Brfihmanas of 
the Yajurveda are recited with the proper accents, 
like the StithitAs. 	Of very frequent occurrence in 
it is thoinuti, i. e. the lengthening of a vowel to 
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'three moras marked by ?. 	This Pluti is used in 'three 
cases, (1) to ask a question, (2) to deliberate or 

consider whether a thing should be done or not, and 
(3) to give some emphasis to a c'ertain word. 	In the 
two first cases it expresses exactly the idea of our 
sign,f into arrogation, in the latter that of our under-
lininDr it cilicising of certain important words. 

I..et us make before we conclude some remarks on i
the principal sacrificial and theological ideas (as far 
as they have not been' touched 	already) 	which 
pervade the Aitareya Briihmailam. 

Th14 sacrifice is regarded as the. means for obtain-
ing power over this and the other world, over visible as 
well as invisible beings, animate as well as inanimate 
creatures. 	Who knows its proper application, and 
has it duly performed, is in fact looked upon as the 
real master of the world ; for any desire he may 
entertain, if it be even the most ambitious, can be 
grqtified, any object he haein view can be obtained 
by means of it. 	The Yajna (sacrifice) taken as a 
whole is conceived to be a kind of machinery, in 
which every piece must tally with the other, or 
a sort of large chain in which no link is allowed 
to be wanting, or a staircase, by which 	one may 
ascend to heaven, or as a personage, endowed with 
all the characteristics of a human body. 	It exists 
from eternity, 	and, proceeded from the Supreme 
Being (Prajiipati or Brahma) along with the Trai-
vidyi, i. e. the three-fold sacred science (the Rik 
verses, the Samans or chants, and the Yajus or 
sacrificial formulas). 	The 	creation of the 	world 
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itself was even 	regarded as, the fruit of a sacrifico 
performed 	by the 	Supreme 	Being. 	The 	Yajd 
exists as ad invisible thing at all times, 4 is like the 
latent power of electricity in an electrifying machine, 

• requiring only the operation of a suitableihnnarafus 

	

..in order, to 	be elicited. 	It is 	supposed 	id,. 1  
when unrolled, from the Ahavaniya t • 	dal 
fire into which all oblations are thrown, 	.. 	.,caven, /' 
forming thus • a bridge 	or ladder, ' by mean/ o04  
which 	the 	sacrificer can. communicate wan the ,1  
world of gods and spirits, and even ascend when 1  
alive to 	their abodes. 	The . term for 	beginning 
the sacrificial 	operations is 	" to spread the 	sa- 
crifice ;" this means that the invisible thing, represent- 
ing 

 
the ideal 	sacrifice which was .lying dormant,. 

as it were, is sh into motion, in consequence •of • 
which its several parts or limbs are unfolding them- 
selves, and thus the whole becomes extended. 	This 
ideal sacrifice stands' in the closest relationship with 
all the sacrificial 	implements, the sacrificial place, 

. and all the•sacred verses and words spoken during 
its actual performance. 	The sacrifice being often t, 
represented, as a kind of being Urith a body like that 
fof men, certain ceremonies form his head, others 
his neck, others his eyes, &c. 	The most important 
thing at a sacrifice is, that all tits several parts should 
tally together, and that consequently there, should 
neither anything 	be in excess, 'nor deficient in it.• 
This agreeing of thqo  Aeveral 	parts of the sacrifice 
ovislitutes its 	riiint, i, e. form. 	The proper form ik 
I•litaitind, v. lien the mantras uhich are repeated are in 
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strictest accordance with, the ceremony for which they 
are' repeated, or .(if the sacrifice lastsofor,several or 
many days). when they have the characteristics of the 
respective days. 	If the form is vitiated, the whole 

'ifice is lost. 	Mistakes being, on accdunt of the so 
of int` 	leIly complicated ritual, unavoidable, the saerifi- 

or it eing was to be attended by a physician in the 
person of the Brahma priest (5, 34). 	Each mistake 
must bemade gad by a .prelyalchitta,i. c. penance, 

. 'or Propitiatory offeringT-7----  -"- ---- 

power TheThe power and significance of the Hotri-priests at 
saerffic—e—ciiiisigfflii—fliciiI-ehilg ilie masters of the 

sacred word, which is frequently personified by Vdch, 
i..c. Speech, .ivrio is identical 'with Sarasvati, the god-
dess of learning in the later Hindu Pantheon. Speech 
has, according to the opinion of the earliest Hindu 
divines,, the Power of vivifying and killing. 	Tim 
sacred words pronounced by the Hotar effect, by 
dint .of the innate power of Visich, the spiritual birth 

'of the sacrificer, 	form his body, raise  him . up to 
heaven,. connect him with the prototypes' of those 
things which he wishes to. obtain (such as children, 
cattle, &c.) and make him attain to his full life term, 
which is a hundred years ; but they are at the same 
time a weapon' by means of which the sacrificer's 
enemies, or he himself 	(if 	the  Hotar have any 
evil designs against him) can be' killed, and all evil 
consequences of sin (this is termed Ppman) 	be 
destroyed. 	The power and effect of Speech as regards 
the obtaining of any particular thing wished' for, 
mainly lies in the-form in whitli it is uttered. 	Thence 
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the great importance of the 'metres, and the choice of ' 
words and terms. 	Each metrg, is the invisible master 
of sot 	thitnable in this world ; 	it is, as it 
were, its exponent, and idea. 	This great significance 
of the metrical speech is derived from the number . 
of syllables of which it consists ; for each thing has, 
(just as in the Pythogorean system) a certain numeri-
cal proportion.. The Gliyatri metre, which consists of 
three times eight syllables, is the Most 'sided, and 
is the proper metre for Agni, the god of fire, and 
chaplain of the gods. It expresses the.idea of Brahma; 
therefore the sacrificer must use it when he wishes for.  
anything closely connected with the Brahma, such as 
acquirement of sacred knowledge, and the•thorough 
understanding of all problems of theology. The Trish-
tubh, which consists of four times eleven s—yrdbles, 
expresses the idea of strength, and royal power; 
thence it is the proper metre by which Indra,,  the 
king of the. gods 	is 	to be invoked. 	Any one 
wishing to obtain st?ength and royal power, princi- 
pally a Kshattriya, must use it. 	' A variety of it, the 
U_shnili metre of • twenty-eight syllables, is .to be 
employed by a sacrificer who aspires for longevity, 
for twenty-eight is the symbol •of life. 	The Jagati, 
a metre of forty-eight. syllables, expresses iteidea of 
cattle. 	Any one who wishes for wealth in cattle, 
must use it. 	The same idea for that of the sacrifice) 
is expressed by the P—aiikti metre (five times eight .._. 
syllables). 	The Brihati, which consists of thirty-six 
syllablect, is to be used when a sacrificer is aspiring 
to fame and renown; for this metre is the exponent 
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of those ideas. 	TIte Aintshtubh metre, of thirty-two 
syllables, is-the symbol of the celestial world ; thence a 
candidate fora place in heaven has to use it. 	Tke Virftj 
of thirty syllables, is food and satisfaction; thence dne 
who wishes for plenty of food, must employ it. 

The wordsiontained in these different metrical . 	. 	. 	. 
forms must always be appropriate to the occasion. It 
the oblation is given to Agni, the verse repeated must 
contain his name, or an allusion tp it ; were it to• con-
tain the name of Indra, or one of his characteristics, 
the offering would be thrown away. 	Every act, even 
the most trifling one, is at the sacrificial perform-
ance accompanied.with mantrq.s, and always such 
a verse is to be chosen as contains (or is made to 
contain by interpretation) an allusion to it. 	This will 
all be clear to the reader on reference, for instance, 
to 2, 2, where the mantras connected with every 
particular ace of the ceremony of anointing and erect-
ing the sacrificial post is given. 

'Of almost equal importarIce with the,mefres are the 
so-callid Stomas, based also on numerical proportions. 
Each Stoma contains a certain number of verses, 

0chanted according' to Ole and the same tune. 	The 
number is very often obtained only by frequent repe-
tion of the same triplet of verses (see about the par-
titulars of the Stomas note 18 on pages 237-38 of the 

!translation). 	Each has, just as the metres, its peculiar 
,;.ymbolical meaning. 	The Trivrit (nine-fold) Stotts, 
is, for instance, the symbol of Brahma, and theological. 
wisdom, and has Agni, the house-priest of the gods, 

	

for its deity : the Panehadas'a 	(fifteen-fold) is the - -- 	"—.. 
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, symbol of royal power and thence appropriate to I ndra-, 
and the kshattriyas : athe SitaAas'a (setenteen-fold) 
is the ticponent of wealth in cattle ; thence a Vais'ya " 
should use it, or any other sacrificer who wishes to 
obtain wealth : theAlca...4vjEsia-(tWenty-one-fold) is the 
symbol of generation : thence it is piincipally to be 

( 'used. at the third libation, manyyites of which 	refer 
t to the propagation of progeny. 	The other Stomas, 

such• as the. Trinava (twerity-seven. fold), Trayas- i icirLis' a (thirty7three-fol44 &c. have a similarly symbo- 
1 	 0 	• ilea! meaning.   
a 	Besides the Stomas, the so-called 	Pr•islithas (the 
a  name.of certain SCtmans and theiP comitaon) are 
t, a necessary requisite at all the Soma sacrifices. 	They 
t 	form the centre ofall the ceremonies, and the principal 

one of them is always regarded as the womb (yoni) ot.  
t 	the sacrificial being. 	They are generally only used 
i 	aOlie midday libation. 	The two principal Prislithas 

are the Rathantara and Briliat rt 'arnans (ablii tvti viva 

1 	nontima, and tviinzicidki .  hav iimahe). 	They can be 
- 	used singly, or. along with one of their kindred (see 
, 	notes 29 on pat 193, 14 on page 282, and 4, 28).., 
I 	The name Prishtlia means I" back,'* for they area 
F 	regarded on the whole as the back of the sacrifice. 
r 	All these things, metres (chhanclas), Stomas and 

Prishthas, are believed to be as eternal and ,divine, as 
the words themselves they contdin. The earliest Hindu ' 
divines did not only believe in a primitive revelation, 
of the words of the,sacred texts, but even in that of the , 
various forms, which might be used for their repetition 
or chanting. 	These finynis along with their contents, 

• 
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e everlasting Veda.v,ords, ar
'
e symbols expressive of 

• lers of the invisible world, and in several respects n 	. 	—. 	.— _. 
arable to_ the .Platonic ideas. 	They are in the 
s.  of the sacrilicialiesiS . the instruments for 
,nplishing. anything they. might *ish for in be- 

e of the sacrificer. 	But a great deal depends upon 
., way of using those spiritual instruments. 	It is 
matter of importance whether a mantra is repeated 
ithout stopping, or 	pada by piida (quarter by. 
luarter), or half verse by half verse. 	The four 'feet 
.pfida.$), of which many metres are composed, repre- 
sent the four feet of animals. 	The repetition of such 
a verse, half verse by half verse, that is, with two 
-stops only, repreients the sacrificer who as a human 
)eing, has two legs. 	By thus combining the ideas 
'four and two-footed beings, the sacrificer is mys-
illy placed amidst cattle, and obtains them, in 
tre, in the largest quantity. 	Another important 
nt is, whether the mantra is repeated vpaiks'u, i. e. 

th an almost. inaudible 	voice, or titshtzim, i 	e. 
gently, or with a low and slow voice (mandrastvra), 
r with a ,middle tone 	(madhyania), or very loud 

(uttenta). 	(See 3, 44). 
4 

Among the large ntinter of the sacred words, there 
'e always some which have a destrudtive quality, 
ad must, therefore, be used with great. caution. 	In 

l' 	rder to protect the sacrificer, as well as himself, 
um the dangerous effeeLs of such words, the repeat- 

+r must, li), %cans of certain other words, or forma- 
IA.;, deprive them 	of their 	dc-structive 	power, 	and 

' thus propitiate them. 	This, is. 'generally called s'rinti 
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(propitiation, appeasing). 	Such dangerous words art. 
for instance, vilushap (see 3, 8) and rudra, the nave 
of S'iva, the god of destruction (3, 34). 
The sacrificer, who. is the objectrof all these mystial ....„..._.... 

opera
--

tions o 	the part of the priests.  by means of n  , 

their mantras, chants, and manual labour, is rut 
allowed to remain inactive, but he himself has tc 
repeat certain Mantras; 	expressive of his desires. 
When, for instance, the Hotar is performing the 
mya'ieal operation of placing him among cattle, he 
must say, " May I become rich in cattle !" When 
the same priest makes a firm standing place (a pra-
tistha) for him, he must say, " May I go to my place !" 
Thus he obtains the fulfilment of any desire which 
might be obtainable by means of a particular verse, 
or mode of repeabing, or chant, or performance of er 
particular rite, when he 	repeats 	the appropriate 
formula at the right time and occasion. 	For whdt ii 
he himself speaks, connects him with the ideals of 
his wishes, which are brought within his grasp by., 
the priest. 	• 

The objects sacrificed for are manifold, viz. off-
spring, cattle, wealth, fame, theological learning, skill • 
for performance of sacrifices,%nd heaven. 	For gain- 
ing heaven aroma sacrifice is indispensable. 	For the 
sacred Soma juice has, according, to the opinions of 
the ancient 	Hindu theologians, pre-eminently the 
power of uniting the sacrificer on this earth with the 
celestial king Soma, and make him thus.one of his 
subjects, and consequently an associate of the gods;  
and an inhabitant of tile ielestial world. 
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.c.. .11411.444  MrTritM-41  Mk,, 	t'l 

;14.m.• 4-rair* trm.  aTilla.  1.4r eh* Iffinli4-4-4.f4- 
4-4-fk n 	4 U 

it z.1 AsilitrktiAqfr41714-k:r wruar: Jiro: 
9 qa--43ilkTrzfr. 3Cq44 TWA': pkt3isPirar; qty411 
.1 /4tif ritil,iaitkit dabiraTil_ii_41 qfq airrdr t1:3.44Aq t 
'4.  3-411-41 4' T4 V4121' 4--c" 4 iirgir Zi cr4 q IT. fftzf 
TI-41 f11* arif4 ftsiffrPTChT4 zA4ricrq-rauli-  z-r*- 
Tiff: silkff: fflio.r 40 Witt 	4-&-q eir5NU-9" 	za44-- 
rn-Fxravir uvilq.: jtlitRigi NU: 	ti sn 	#5q1 
Tigifit 	zrartIrrwrgoir 	T12,7117: 3frita• 	1: 
Wirrril3T9ari El 4 9 41writtst ertt INIr 4 Erytt- 
€14,4 9T1T 4TMWSITT;Rrii4fTEITITR 9:f r, 9;4 4 
int TIT allqt: thrill-WI: 79-RT41191:; 9-I rIVITItri- 
qrAsTat kirl 4i.a r. err aiiiqr: tirgraffiltaTt tpar- 
9 ;91xmlcriTqq1.94.4R3j:k-Plzff3a-.4i1=r9ii„1-144.4(19.-
zrrzzfit V4r: gra.743Tvirrcr:;  4rkpi Ergrrffff4.A.  •srkgrrq 
set 4 Tqrftr;  *mi.  crmxrANW•silrr 	Tr( a 4 qbizer. 

`1„44;q441104-11.  Wulikrff 3  Vtqf tiV," .7T4r 4441tql1" 
"eW. WPT: EIRTA4Vccii kUj isf II 	9 II 

arAiir R-U0T; Efitrlil• 	Ill T W WUcli:e  EfftriZ WT 
04 Mir qrFAT: critErciiir ii34.4. 4) ff.a.  irl sit 
q 	eri: 44-1,-qqr: tirtNik kr-fig-8.41-1Tr 3Tikiir- 
31445,1Z EquizillEPTiriutl• 91-ff4144. qm- F9*-44 
zRr ). fqE1-4 •Priff:410 4)4 q ri4141t 	9 	 zrtfg,-Lra 

   
  



ks:f.' 	- re<410#6; .4.trverWtr• 	t•' • 

.-trtl ,rgT4-  A tjltElt.'4agtaa.t.4 Tit raolitqftft fir 
744 ff ratAra. ftl Kw 	-.311:11:rjrrrl-A-Tr4 .faffilizik 
Tq•'ft#i4rd' ziT11 ,f44)* •s)-liff.4144 A-4 a faAtratt 

.. Er vrr0-461-  fra-il riaaat EN4414at 4 rrr rdtrEr-1- 
• ilia ract IN 9' r9414it ATM of airrnIf iTITIPITRW- 

:k 91114k7N itaffi-'itzrWffw Pat4ra. zjar 	r 	sta.- 
M-4.4 •SW4 ff N401'1 Er (4r%ilkiitil 51-4 Frail-  PAgot 

. itrIalkat. 4 err rierffgral FcrilW4 a rat 4m1t4.  
w arE4 zrqP4-rtTrflwra.Eisriahif4-4-  ag 144r4ra zrark 
NO offf:•1144 .a4 a rat4ra. Fr sktlic1R7zalt 4TIi 

. ftGr-4 fit ittlaTr4at 4 rfr fa4frErlilia fkrtt IV 
q 1. 4r4z4144-1 a-g-Faijit LINA-ifla• 	Eisrlafi44- 	aq 

- fair-4;4. zrar ). kik .Vtialfik ..s''r4 	a 14-404- 
Er Tar-4-4-efer its p4 Wm.  ir'r .ialraat 4 rr WirEra-
rtra 1 faell4 ff 1.44r4Ca. w w zarl-lar aiff TT ga-Azii 

- a-41444144 Uri& TWF42.4q14144ffizrk• i.  7.1-w A-0,4T- 
. 0414ff [ 41 410-t174- ff T1 q TIT, rrrwzri)4iqillg cfur, 
.Pf.47.4Zzl'4114114'zif 410. 4 17q1(TeIR-01.1 41zifft 9T 
it ra-cq W4ff TT UM,. TINETRTiAir h quw,Tri-Aqr- 

-.za-riZ-grr7.-  4prr 4r4k. 4 gaT Irrr%i,:oil 4r4at =if 4 
.isca-a, wzra ea' EITIK..rfNETIZii4it 1-1 EMT El-N;q1.4 

mitW.Tra-4(44 at 	it ur-froqraat Zir 4 it-4r- 
,4:49' TI qtr37. rIr*417-4̀ zril h.  crTr 7. WNE4r4  IiV 
ra.s.,:mr0 at gw.  Itrrks-q-laat ar4 itcr% wzra Q-5 
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-klritigrisii 	"tr' . 	 sTIVrirtW• 	 as 

rtq qu 	riftEzrft-170 	ERT-47,EritEzrr-d. e-  TEr wsurr: 
rifirmdird. 4-gar: TirtaTtl*: OTR4. Ti::(7TrtAT-4 
liorkarrzr ta 	inm. 4 c em 	ki4-114: 	critrizZRfffft 
fla7 ffez4413T. c4ET 44 q Rtfcl. Le 3tr4.141k fffEt4 
1144 Mb q ItErff: cet It iciRrcrRit4 4i:4Are- 
4 4 itErq: ce: gutztrqit 413-44 sliI4 w1.441-4-414 .4., 	, 'n4 c 	zrqiiqrqii 	rot tor 	amtk 	144- 	vi.,,? 

j13.41Relleipro-rvistsrai'lchwiemiuswrzrtircli 
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CORRIGENDA. 

Page 	line read instead of 

kk 	7 	#EKA.  # cr4f4 
k‘ 	5 	glitIFIT cratir 
kk 	3 	l'Etet 1 o'4 
, , 	5 	qT4 ff 	. qf Iff 

. 	l y 	10 	cll. Frc7it W4 Mk 
I, - 	18 	rWqffiTfIlt  rhmii.414 

11 	f419r 144-4 
,, 	23 	qfk-Trit MVP 

4V 	23 	1st  Id. 
k•s 	3,11 	qtqfaT if qra•l• 

' • 13 	amitt%1  al4faffet  
ke 	2 	fere Frrierzrr°  
lA 	16 	lkilqie leirRie 
.90 ' 	24 	ATAR ffl11 
'9 	9,10 	ff9q0  W ffiq• 

23 	TTiteR atiftw 
\9*k 	9. 	_ ffq1k17E1-, °W WEIR 

rt 0 
:24 	RTM!1-  RR 3°  

19 

   
  



ii 

Page 	line 

CORRIGENDA. 

read instead of 
,sk 	10 IrifftsTrzrr Irrffur ZIT 

9 / 	20 -0  •E'0 0r0 

9̀W 	2 a1lf44-Netk alclAd q f4 
„ 	9- 
„ 	24 - 

c't1-49*4 
qitre . 

ocmir 
,T wo 

9̀c 	5 1-499 0-k1.1  1p 

R 	10 Fr RAT* EnTril-4-za: 
•90 	6 il4M 174qT 
ee 	3 43q. 1' 

0 
° 	8 °I1N9;141°  IM9.4%0 

 
Z/, 	9 ZgPiRli zglgraf 

99 	24 welvair wsmt er 
9 .sqlqr -t-far 

I, 	10 c'friits;Er' u
isriw ;40 	

i 
 

„ 	19 
a' 24 

ql.  4 e qr 
qgl, 

TIT f 9Ille Wife 

Uos 	• 
ek 	24 4:4-fallj.  14i alfr 
lee 	7 44'4 	• • ... 

ziff 
e‘ 	13 • a114141-fait . 47 AATErre 
• 

9 I 	17 .. zliSiirFct zarlIFEi 
%) 	8,9 a11111,1rff • aTik q'Etik 

9 9 	15 
• •I 	18 

. r< 
z' 9.  

W$'.. 
illi 

   
  



CORRIGENDA. 	 iii 

Jae line 	read instead of 

Q© 20 	 t-qt-4; F.clIff: 
18 	. alATelte afsgffiti T21.°  

,, 19 	3W11113  ZEIKil°  
ariff wit 10 	arra•lEtisr „ 	. 

, 16 	Efiirt9Rtzr Er itNivr 
„ 18 	aTA a/.  
.k -tqf 3 	r iTITticilr4 q IIIIT°  1441441193 
,, 16 	etq194 kito 

1, 17 	NCI' 43  . .altzi°  
,, 18 	.S14 9T°  4411°  
4 16,20 alT:A-f • WAT 

„ 21 	kilt .f1-14” 
%K 23 	Atli( qf Sra'Tlif .M. 

4 ' 9 	cf*i zt cf06.ii4.1 °  
,, 12 	\04°.  

17 	TM a°  
Wrr°  
zmit3.0 

k 0 0 4 	Ergre-,!r EpT21- 
k 0  "k 2 	4 -4 44 4414- 
Lk 0 k 2 	kff(11° 	- Ea.  clI°  
90  V 16 	El9czt kl* ;fftzt 
k 0 c. 8 	TEITilile TEliff Fire 	- 
,•20-21 FA tcr.Fri4 

'toe 12 	9CTR 	- qiErri4 

   
  



Iv 	 CORRIGENDA. 

Pa 	line 	read instead of 

Lot 	g'3 .20 Id' 
`ko 	13 	kiffzR Etk-gra 
LLB 	6 • 	T-4 crk 
Vke 	9 	zilirmile . 1%T1 440  

fk - k 	16 	urakrike ATN-4Pie 
,, 	23 	Fa' uff 

9 	04° 
751..0 

sk.k. 	. 20 	qffiro qijdo 

	

. kke 	2 	al4ffffxr, 

	

kke 	3 	arr k 
W49' ffrl, 
alcIff 

klill 	.. 4/6 	a -470  . , 31:5 'w 
LPLio 	° -41.411 ° 0 ir.4i. 0 

V'A 	23 	aii4i-14 alitTifir 
\c,s 	4 	411 ill.  
tVL 	to 	ffruk-frie 	- 9171d# 
(kk.‘23-24 	fR- kT 

.L 'k 	I 	 fr-  (-1' Z.  
k 0 	5 	Av. 	• ffc191 
vsik 	20 ° k1.0 W41°  ° 45 alq q V 
L.°t 	22 	Taffu9rir fficittqfil 
kess 	16 	ti 	3r ti- 

.-, 	0 
44-1 UT 

k99 	18 	afi;*rifil aiqVtaff 41 
ke15,17,20, ;'4K .s7WT 

   
  



CORRIGENDA. 	 V 

yage 	line 	read 	instead of 	, 

LeL 	8 	gsr 	WI. 	- 
Le‘ 	14 	mEirev.° 	Er tiICT1

a*  

Lev 	17 	%TWO: 	aqui-  0 
Lee 	10 	frd" 44

. 
	9 	zr4 

LCD 	15 	g4T4-44i 	4T(114-4* 
0 	 1 0 ..12 4 	-cilitiq 9 	V4TEIT 

Lei 	12. 	riftzliffff: 	Tilka-za r: 
t‘,9 	20 	g•64  0; 	ur 40 

12 „iv 	pre 'M 
-0-12,13 	alau4kiff 	fil3st-itkla.  

kt:, 	11 	/if Ritia 	TrrI4 it° 
-kLL 	K& fr WW1 • 	Errff iiftil 
'kk,'1 /4 	aniTTIT 	ai o.  re 	. 

On page tk, line 12-15 and Avt, line 3, is the read-
iift xr-d,Uiltfftviw doubtful. I have adopted it upon the 
authority of one manuscript only. 	The two others (as 
well as Silyaila) read ziWi-ifff e. (yatra eau' chamasthi). 
But it is open to objection. 	For there is nothing in the 
preceding to which the demonstrative, ettati might be 
referred. The rare word traita (see my note on page 490 
of 	the translation) 	appears to have been 	very early 

.misunderstood. 
The list of small errors in the text is, notwithstanding the 

great pairs I took in correcting, greater than I expected. 
Those who use the text are requested to correct their copies 
according to this list. In the three forms, from page 61-96 

   
  



VI 	 CORRIGENDA. 

the stopping is not quite correct. 	I had first followed the ., 
stopping of one of my manuscripts, but afterwards aban-
doned it. The first 60 pages have been reprinted, .and the.  
principle of stopping carried out in the latter part (from 
97-215) been adopted. In a second edition it will be easy 
to make all uniform and quite correct. If any doubt should 
arise, the translation will give help. 
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